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Magh Bihu

* Magh Bihu, also known as Bhogali Bihu, is
one of the three major Bihu festivals of Assam
and marks the end of the harvesting season
and the beginning of a period of feasting and
community celebration.

« It is celebrated every year in the month of
January, coinciding with Makar Sankranti,
when the Sun enters the zodiac sign of
Capricorn.

* Magh Bihu symbolises gratitude for
agricultural abundance, social unity, and
cultural continuity.

ities in Kamrup district, Assam, on Tuesday. RITU RAJ KONWAR

* The origins of Magh Bihu can be traced back to ancient agrarian traditions of the
Brahmaputra Valley, where farming communities celebrated the successful completion of the
harvest.

* The festival has deep links with indigenous Assamese culture, especially the Ahom,
Moran, and Chutiya traditions.

* Over time, Magh Bihu evolved into a state-wide cultural event, blending folk rituals with
modern community celebrations.

* Magh Bihu is celebrated on January 14 or 15, depending on the solar calendar.

* It coincides with Makar Sankranti, which marks the northward movement of the Sun
(Uttarayan).

» In agrarian societies, this period signifies the end of the agricultural cycle and the beginning
of a relatively relaxed season.

All set for Makaravilakku festival at Sabarimala

Haaar ¥ aerfaady Sod & fag it darivar ot

Makaravilakku Festival

* Makaravilakku is a major religious festival associated with the Sabarimala Sree
Ayyappa Temple in Pathanamthitta district, Kerala.

* [t is observed every year on January 14 or 15, coinciding with Makara Sankranti,
which marks the Sun’s transition into the zodiac sign Capricorn (Makara).

Connection with Lord Ayyappa

* The festival is dedicated to Lord Ayyappa, who is worshipped at Sabarimala as a
Naishtika Brahmachari (eternal celibate).

* Devotees observe a strict 41-day vratham (penance) before visiting the temple, which
includes

abstinence,
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simplicity of living,
daily prayers and discipline.

* The word Makaravilakku literally means “the sacred light of Makara”.

* It refers to the appearance of a light on the Ponnambalamedu hill, visible from the
Sabarimala temple during the evening of Makara Sankranti.

* For devotees, the light symbolises

divine presence,

spiritual fulfilment,

and the culmination of the pilgrimage.

* On Makaravilakku day, the sacred ornaments of Lord Ayyappa, known as
Thiruvabharanam, are brought in a ceremonial procession from Pandalam Palace to
Sabarimala.

* This procession passes through traditional forest routes and villages, reinforcing the
cultural continuity of the festival.
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The importance of blue

n India, the colour blue has
an age-old association with
the struggles of the
marginalised. In early 1859,
peasants in Bengal, who had been
exploited by white planters for
decades, took a cue from a
magistrate’s notice that made the
sowing of indigo non-obligatory,
and for the first time refused to
cultivate the plant. Though many
historians have termed the
protests that ensued as
non-violent, some others say that
besides non-cooperation, peasants
attacked factories and defended
themselves against armed goons
sent by the planters. The Bengali
bourgeoisie were careful not to
antagonise the British
government. This fence-sitting by
the intellectuals may have been
one of the reasons why this ‘blue
movement’, which sustained for
over a year, remained local and
anti-planter, and did not develop
into a larger anti-colonial
campaign. Nearly 60 years after
this episode, the indigo blue came
back into focus. But this time, it
was as the launch pad for an
entirely new method of
anti-colonial activism. One that
played a pivotal role in freeing us
from the colonial yoke in 1947.

The Champaran Satyagraha

Gandhi’s first experiment with
satyagraha, or civil disobedience,
in India was in Champaran, Bihar,
in 1917. Champaran was full of
indigo plantations. The tenants of
the plantation were bound by law
to plant indigo on a portion of
their land. “This system was
known as the tinkathia system, as
three kathas out of twenty kathas
(which make one acre) had to be
planted with Indigo,” Gandhi
noted. The tenants lived in
oppressive conditions, and
landlords used force and extortion
to make sure they remained
subjugated. Even when the price
of indigo began falling, they had
no choice but to grow the crop.
Gandhi first went to Champaran
on the invitation of Rajkumar
Shukla, an agriculturalist. He
- studied the problem, listened to

T.M. Krishna

Carnatic musician and
author.

This is an edited
excerpt from his latest
book, ‘We the People
of India: Decoding a
Nation’s Symbols,’
Context/Westland.
3899

The dark blue
of indigo, which
was related to
the Champaran
Satyagraha, soon
faded from
memory. It
needed
Ambedkar to
bring it back
into the public
imagination

the voices of the tenants, and
mobilised public participation for
a peaceful agitation. His overtures
to the office-bearers of the
planters’ association were rudely
rebuffed; he was an outsider.

Still, Gandhi’s investigations
were having an impact and made
the government uneasy. He was
issued a notice to leave
Champaran, but he stayed on.
Then the administration issued
him a summons. The night before
Gandhi was to appear in court,
crowds gathered around the house
where he was staying. The
following day, the court was
overflowing. In his characteristic
style, Gandhi said, ‘In my humble
opinion it is a question of
difference of opinion between the
Local Administration and myself. I
have entered the country with
motives of rendering
humanitarian and national
service. | have done so in response
to a pressing invitation to come
and help the ryots, who urge they
are not being fairly treated by the
indigo planters ... As a law-abiding
citizen my first instinct would be,
as it was, to obey the order served
upon me. But I could not do so
without doing violence to my
sense of duty to those for whom I
have come. I feel that I could just
now serve them only by remaining
in their midst....

Ambedkar’s suit

But the dark blue of indigo soon
faded from memory. It needed
Ambedkar to bring it back into the
public imagination. Ambedkar
statues have him attired in a blue
suit, holding the Constitution in
one hand and urging us to move
forward. There are many theories
about how the association
between blue and Dalit
movements came about.
Ambedkar’s suit was a social
statement and the choice of blue
possibly just his preference. Some
associate blue with the expanse of
his vision and the
non-discriminatory nature of the
sky itself. Blue is also considered
the colour of equality,
representative of the working
class. Buddhist and folklore

associations with the colour blue
have also been pointed out.

Could there have been another
reason for the choice of blue? In
his Riddles of Hinduism: An
Expaosition to Enlighten the Masses,
Ambedkar reviewed what the
Puranas had to say on the origin of
the varna system. He quoted from
John Muir’s translations of some
sections of the Mahabharata and
the vulgate version of Harivamsha.

From the Mahabharata: ‘The
colour (varna) of the Brahmans
was white; that of the Kshatriyas
red; that of the Vaishyas yellow,
and that of the Sudras black’

From Harivamsha: *The
Brahmans, beautiful (or, dear to
Soma), were formed from an
imperishable (akshara), the
Kshattriyas from a perishable
(kshara), element, the Vaisyas
from alteration, the Sudras from a
modification of smoke ... Hence in
the world men have become
divided into castes, being of four
descriptions, Brahmans,
Kshattriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras ...

That the colours blue and black
are used as interchangeable
shades was not important in these
correlations. The scholar Nick
Allen demonstrates that
equivalences between certain
colours and people’s social
functions, nature and even
appearance are found in many
cultures. These cultural
associations also reveal that
people at the lowest rung of
society are invariably allocated
dark colours, very often blue or
black. Allen calls black a
‘non-colour” which is connected
with the semiotics of inferiority
and otherness. This makes me
wonder if his choice of blue was
influenced by the association of
this colour with shudras.

The blue chakra is at the literal
heart of the Indian flag, holding
within itself the strength of the
Dalit community and the spirit of
civil disobedience. It is a reflection
of our right to assemble peaceably
and without arms. An assertion
that we will assemble to protect
our rights and ally with all those
society forgets to notice. It is also a
reminder of our unkept promises.

The importance of blue

Het T BT HEE

e Gandhi’s first experiment with satyagraha, or civil disobedience, in India was in
Champaran, Bihar, in 1917.
URA § TedTIE 1 ARTR® a1 H1 Tieht &1 ugen yanT 1917 § fagR & durur & gal

e ‘This system was known as the tinkathia system, as three kathas out of twenty kathas which
make one acre had to be planted with Indigo,” Gandhi noted.
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e Gandhi first went to Champaran on the invitation of Rajkumar Shukla, an agriculturalist.

Tieht Ugell IR ISTPHR Y[Ed, b HYD, &b HHA00

e He studied the problem, listened to the voices of the tenants, and mobilised public

par@icipation for a peaceful agitation.

IR TN BT 31eqg b, fhaml &1 o1d AT SR ifaguf srigie & e SHUrieRt &

Tfed fobari

TR IR Y|

e He was issued a notice to leave Champaran, but he stayed on.
38 JURY Bl &1 AIfey faar 7, wfdb- 9 981 8¢ 3|

e Blue is also considered the colour of equality, representative of the working class.

et 1 GHEGT B Udie W 1 S

3R 4 avf 1 gfaff 2

o Buddhist and folklore associations with the colour blue have also been pointed out.
A T F I g R ApwUrsit I 9 el @) iRt ear e T g
o From the Mahabharata: ‘The colour (varna) of the Brahmans was white; that of the
Kshatriyas red; that of the Vaishyas yellow, and that of the Sudras black.’

HETHRT I

STEIUN T T (G0f) TG T,

A &1 arer; azat o1 e, SR YR BT BT

e The blue chakra is at the literal heart of the Indian flag, holding within itself the strength of
the Dalit community and the spirit of civil disobedience.

e o YR 9 & WMisad ged d 8, o g wqera &t ufd iR AFie srasm o
HTaHT JHIRA

o ltis a reflection of our right to assemble peaceably and without arms.

Ig BN RMiferguf

3R frg@ U §H & SUPR &1 ufdifds &1
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Are India’s small towns being
increasingly urbanised?

Are small towns an alternative to the over-accumulation witnessed in the country’s metro cities?

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
ndia continues to narrate its urban
future through the loud vocabulary
of megacities. But a quieter and far
more consequential transformation
is unfolding. Of India’s nearly 9,000
census and statutory towns, barely 500
qualify as large cities. The overwhelming
majority are small towns, with
populations below 1,00,000. This
proliferation of small towns is a structural
product of India’s capitalist development
— and of its crisis.

How have small towns proliferated?
From the 1970s through the 1990s, capital
accumulation was organised through
metropolisation. Large cities became the
primary sites for industrial production,
state investment, infrastructure, and
labour absorption. Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Kolkata and later Bengaluru and

Hyderabad became spatial fixes for
capitalism by absorbing surplus labour;
concentrating consumption; and by
creating conditions for accumulation.
However, today, India’s metros have run
into the classic problem of
over-accumulation. Land prices have
detached from productive use,
infrastructure systems are stretched
beyond repair, and rising costs have
become unbearable for working groups.

It is in this moment that small towns
have emerged. Across India, one can see
this shift. Towns like Sattenapalle in
Andhra Pradesh, Dhamtari in

Chhattisgarh, Barabanki in Uttar Pradesh,

Hassan in Karnataka, Bongaigaon in
Assam, or Una in Himachal Pradesh are
now logistics nodes, agro-processing
hubs, warehouse towns, construction
economies, service centres and
consumption markets. They absorb
migrant workers pushed out of metros
and rural youth with few agrarian

options. These small towns are not
outside the urban process; they are fully
inside it. Small towns are urbanised under
conditions of capitalist stress — cheaper
land, pliable labour, weaker regulation,
and minimal political scrutiny.

Are small towns a better alternative?
They offer no inherent emancipatory
promise. What is unfolding is not
inclusive growth but the urbanisation of
rural poverty. Informal labour dominates
— construction workers without
contracts, women in home-based
piecework, and youth trapped in platform
economies with no security. In towns like
Shahdol in Madhya Pradesh or Raichur in
Karnataka, one sees new hierarchies
hardening: real estate brokers, local
contractors, micro-financiers and political
intermediaries are controlling land and
labour. This is where policy failure
becomes glaring. India’s flagship urban
missions remain deeply metro-centric.

AMRUT, even in its expanded version,
effectively excludes most small towns
from meaningful infrastructure
investment. Water supply and sewerage
projects are designed for large cities,
while small towns survive on fragmented
schemes and temporary fixes. The result
is predictable: tanker economles flm.msh

THE GIST

v

Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata and later Bengaluru
and Hyderabad became spatial
fixes for capitalism by

is mined indiscri

grc

and ecological stress deepens. Moreover,
governance remains the weakest link.
Small-town municipalities are
underfunded and understaffed. Planning
is outsourced to consultants unfamiliar
with local realities and participation is
reduced to procedural hearings.

‘What next?
The first step is political recognition.
Small towns must be acknowledged as the
primary frontier of India’s urban future.
Second, planning must be reimagined.
Town-level plans must integrate housing,
livelihoods, transport and ecology, rather
than replicate metropolitan templates.
Third, small towns need empowered
municipalities, transparent budgets, and
institutional space for workers’
collectives, environmental actors and
cooperatives. Finally, capital must be
disciplined. Platform economies and
digital infrastructures need regulation to
ensure labour rights, local value retention
and data accountability.

Tikender Singh Panwar is a member of
the Kerala Urban Commission.

Are India’s small towns being increasingly urbanised?

surplus labour;
concentrating consumption;
and by creating conditions for
accumulation.

v

India’s flagship urban missions
remain deeply metro-centric.
AMRUT, even in its expanded
version, effectively excludes
most small towns from
meaningful infrastructure
investment.

-

Small towns must be
acknowledged as the primary
frontier of India’s urban future.
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FIT YR P BIc T doll A MEAPa sIe 82

India continues to narrate its urban future through the loud vocabulary of megacities.

YRA 30 Tedt Hias B o Hf ARyt o Soft siraret areht Wsaractt § 9 HRal 6l & |
But a quieter and far more consequential transformation is unfolding.

AP T Fe! 3P eyl ufkad= Juarg I S @1 5

Of India’s nearly 9,000 census and statutory towns, barely 500 qualify as large cities.

R & TTHIT 9,000 STV 3R 34T 2edt # 9 Hadt 500 €1 93 et 3 AN H o1 ¥
The overwhelming majority are small towns, with populations below 1,00,000.

3B Te B TER €, ores! 3MaTel 1,00,000 Q@ B B

This proliferation of small towns is a structural product of India’s capitalist development —
and of its crisis.

B UERI DI T8 FGIR HRA & Yoltard! ey 3R 3P e & U YAATHD e o |

How have small towns proliferated

BR R FA T

From the 1970s through the 1990s, capital accumulation was organised through
metropolisation. .

1970 & GRS A 1990 & GIH dd Yol Tad HETNIRIBRUT & HIeqH I W(dd gial g7l
Large cities became the primary sites for industrial production, state investment,
infrastructure, and labour absorption. .

TS R SN IcureH, Isy fAawn, gfvardt e, SiR 9w Sra=nwor & I &% &9 U
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, and later Bengaluru and Hyderabad became spatial
fixes for capitalism by absorbing surplus labour, concentrating consumption, and creating
conditions for accumulation.
faeeht, gag, A, Prarerar, 3R 91¢ § STe qU1 2T 3 SRLY 47 B Fheh, STHNT
DI Bigd B, R Tag $! Ul TR Yoltde & RIS YR 1 B faba|
However, today, India’s metros have run into the classic problem of over-accumulation.
QB 31 URA & HRTR SHfa=g & IRURS THR T S | 5
Land prices have detached from productive use, infrastructure systems are stretched
beyond repair, and rising costs have become unbearable for working groups
Y B BHAd IATEH IUANT I T 51 IH! 8, SIPCTAR RI¥eH TR ¥ R {69 9% ¢,
3R Fgdi! AT SISl ¥ o AT SRIg-1 81 T8 ¢ |
Itis in this moment that small towns have emerged.

3 IR A B BT IHRGR IFA 3T § |
Towns like Sattenapalle in Andhra Pradesh, Dhamtari in Chhattisgarh, Barabanki in Uttar
Pradesh, Hassan in Karnataka, Bongaigaon in Assam, or Una in Himachal Pradesh are
now logistics nodes, agro-processing hubs, warehouse towns, construction
economies, service centres, and consumption markets.

3SR TR BUANIE & YHRY, IR U & dRTEH], Hled & g9, 3HH &
i, ﬁ%mu%w%m@@wwm% TA-URARIT g9, daversd
<134, fAmfor srferawr, a1 Fg, 3R ITWFET IR 59 9% ¢

They absorb migrant workers pushed out of metros and rural youth with few agrarian
options.

T e’ HETRI A aTeR T U yardt sffreY ok ity S fawent arat wmftor gars & 9w
Aqd gl

These small towns are not outside the urban process; they are fully inside it.

A BT TR W U ATER TE1 2, Ifep [T oRE TP HIR B

Small towns are urbanised under conditions of capitalist stress — cheaper land, pliable
labour, weaker regulation, and minimal political scrutiny.

BIC TER Ysiard! gaTd &1 IR & eipd 51 3% & — Al THI, Tdial 9, FHAR
fraws, SR =gAaw Ieifas AR & Ty |
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Are small towns a better alternatlve

T B Ve gk fadeq

e They offer no inherent emancipatory promise.
3 30+ 310 § DIs PfadagrA a1er ol Hd |
e Whatis unfoldln% is not inclusive growth but the urbanisation of rural poverty.

S G 31T § 98 JHIAN [Ty 78T, sfew Irdiior Tt @1 wg e g |

¢ Informal labour dominates — construction workers without contracts, women in home-
based piecework, and youth trapped in platform economies with no security.

Ig1 ST 97 8Tl § — o1 3rgaly & fmfor 4ffep, W= ¥ H™ A arell Afgeng, ok
ﬁmﬁ?&né?wmwawﬁwgw

¢ In towns like Shahdol in Madhya Pradesh or Raichur in Karnataka, one sees new
hierarchies hardening.
T Y & GSId T1 Beiled P IR oI e & 715 UGHHH T gialt fe@d! g

o Real estate brokers, local contractors, micro-financiers and political intermediaries are
controlling land and labour.

e TRe diex, R 3HR, ATSH-BIEAER, 3R Ieiae fa=ifere sl iR 51w

g0 FR G B
e This is where policy failure becomes glaring.
It W -faera fawaar arw fewr 3t 3|

o India’s flagship urban missions remain deeply metro- centric.
YR B THE e WTE 3 off RS § WeT W R-$Bfa g

e AMRUT, even in its expanded version, effectively excludes most small towns from meaningful
infrastructure investment.

%GIT[H 30 e T # o, sifisia B1C qe”! &1 Ales grnd erar frawr 3 areR g @
|

o Water supply and sewerage projects are designed for large cities, while small towns
survive on fragmented schemes and temporary fixes.

T Smgfe 3R Wasr uREIeN 58 et & fo s Skt §, Sefer 3 wer wfed
AT 3R ST THTUT R AR @A 8

e The result is predictable — tanker economies flourish, groundwater is mined
indiscriminately, and ecologlcal stress deepens.

TSI STHTT § — SR Srfoaa®T Bard-pad! 8, YoTd BT ST S8 8idl 8, 3R
qyiaRoitg garg mw%

o Moreover, governance remains the weakest link.
TP ST, M AR I HHOR FHo! o1 g3 ¢

e Small-town municipalities are underfunded and understaffed.

B IERI BT TRUIABTE B FATA] 3R B HHATRAT T ST ¢

¢ Planning is outsourced to consultants unfamiliar with local realities and participation is
reduced to procedural hearings.

YISTET FAHT0T U GAgHRI ! IT faar Srar g S WM ghidd I 3o 8ld & 3R HRTERY
Had SRS ARl dob HIHd 3§ ol 6|

What next
3T T

e The first step is political recognition.
Ugdl HGH IeT-Tce A=Al o |
e Small towns must be acknowledged as the primary frontier of India’s urban future.
BT TERI DI YRA & g Yias 3 g1 SBW Ufed & =4 § WHR HA1 ghT|
e Second, planning must be reimagined.
IR, TrerT Rt &1 9T RR & = ghm|
o Town-level plans must integrate housing, livelihoods, transport, and ecology, rather than
replicate metropolitan templates.
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ER-T Arerrsi § 3imary, AR, uRag=, 3R uaiarur & sieH1 g, | fb TR
AISd &I T Bt gl

e Third, small towns need empowered municipalities, transparent budgets, and
institutional space for workers’ collectives, environmental actors, and cooperatives.

TR, B WERl ) AR TRUT AP,
ehTRare & i IRINTT R 91U

e Finally, capital must be disciplined.
3fd H, Yot ot fifra e g

¢ Platform economies and digital infrastructures need regulation to ensure labour rights,
local value retention, and data accountability.

faforea gIpReaR & g &t siaxadar § dife o4 SifUeR,
TR YT TREI0T, 3R ST Taraeat YHiad & off 9o |

Festschrift for Mahasweta Devi: three
books by marginalised voices

In her centenary year — Mahasweta Devi would have turned 100 today — we read three writers, Sushila Takbhaure, Rakshit Sonawane and Mayyu

Rt goTe, 3R 4Fie WS, TataRor

g, T

Ali, who chronicle their lives of oppression. Their stories would have struck a chord with a writer who always kept an eye out for the dispossessed

Sudipta Datta

ahasweta Devi always looked
out for the poorest of the
poor. The writer and activist,
who would have turned 100

on January 14, 2026, spent her life seeking
a life of equality and justice for the
dispossessed, particularly Adivasis, and
the impoverished people of urban and
rural India.

She wrote several books, Aranyer
Adhikar (Rights of the Forest), Hajar
Churashir Ma (Mother of [prisoner
number] 1084), Rudali, Titu Mir, Chotti
Munda and his Arrow, anthologies of
short stories which include tales like
‘Draupadi/Dopdi’, “The Breast Giver’ and
more.

Drawn to people who were forced to
lead a “subhuman existence”, she wrote
about people with no access to education,
health care, and income. In 1997, when
Mahasweta Devi was honoured with the
Ramon Magsaysay Award, she said: “My
India still lives behind a curtain of
darkness. A curtain that separates
mainstream society from the poor and
the deprived.”

Mahasweta Devi passed away in 2016,
but her chronicles will always feel urgent
and contemporary as long as there is
oppression and injustice in the world. She
also always encouraged people to tell
their story — the manner in which she
played a role in Manoranjan Byapari
becoming a writer and narrate his life as a
Dalit in Bengal is well-documented.

The three books we feature in this
article, by Sushila Takbhaure, Rakshit
Sonawane and Mayyu Ali, would have
struck a chord with a writer who always

kept an eye out for the marginalised.

A Dalit and a woman

Sushila Takbhaure foregrounds the Dalit
experience and women’s concerns in her
work. Her autobiography, My Shackled
Life, translated by Deeba Zafir and Preeti
Dewan from the Hindi ‘Shikanje ka Dard’,
is first off all, as rightly noted by the
translators, an act of courage. And this is
the first autobiography in Hindi by a Dalit
woman writer to be translated and
published in English, thus reaching a
wider audience. Kannada, Telugu,
Marathi translations are in the works.

In the preface to the Hindi edition, she
explains why she chose to call her
autobiography, ‘Shikanje ka Dard’.
“Merely speaking of the ‘shikanja - the
vice of caste and patriarchy — would have
been inadequate; what pressed upon me
to tell was the pain [dard] that ‘shikanja’
inflicted.”

In general, she writes that women
encounter far greater challenges than
men. Her book expresses the pain of
being both Dalit and a woman. Sushila
was born in 1954 in Banapura, a village in
Madhya Pradesh, where “discrimination
based on caste was widespread, and
untouchability was deeply entrenched.”
What made her life different though is
that her parents and grandmother valued
education and ensured that all the
children - there were several - studied as
far as their resources allowed.

But life was harder for girls, and it
seemed that they existed only to do
housework. “What was worse, not only
men but women too reinforced patriarchy
by giving preference to sons.” Sushila
refused to give in and persevered with her

education against all odds, even going on
a hunger strike to ensure that her father
and brothers agreed to her college
admission.

Her life took another turn when she got
married to a much older man, Sunderlal
Takbhaure, from Nagpur who was a high
school teacher. She writes in detail about
everyday humiliations, but also her
immense joy at being able to pursue her
education and earning a PhD degree. Her
purpose, she says, is to show how
education can become a tool of liberation
for women.

The die is caste

Rakshit Sonawane tells the story of
Avinash Gaikwad who grew up in a
one-room hut in the slums of Mumbai,
and how he clawed his way out of poverty
and caste discrimination. The story, Scum
of the Earth: A True Story From the
Margins (HarperCollins), mirrors his own.

Sonawane grew up in a slum, worked
in a factory and at the port but continued
his studies alongside. He got a
postgraduate degree in literature, besides
studying law and journalism, and finally
became a reporter in 1985.

His protagonist, Avinash, never forgets
the story about his father, Dagadoo, who
was beaten for asking for leftover
puranpoli, a Marathi delicacy. Dagadoo
joined Ambedkar’s social revolution to
fight caste oppression and moved to
Mumbai, with the belief that his son
would have a better life with education.
Avinash didn’t disappoint his parents.
Once he had a job, he began teaching
students for free on Sunday, telling them
to never discriminate on the basis of
caste, gender, class or religion. He didn’t

want to adopt illegal means to earn a little
extra just because he had “experienced
poverty, illiteracy, humiliation and
injustice.”

Sonawane documents the urban Dalit
experience, in which comments like “the
caste system is a thing of the past” or that
“the caste system was just a division of
labour” were commonplace. To each,
Avinash patiently explained that casteism
was alive and kicking in forms both
obvious and subtle.

Against a genocide

In the country he hails from, Myanmar,
poet Mayyu Ali’s existence is not
recognised; in fact, the word ‘Rohingya’ is
prohibited. Mayyu and his family fled to
Bangladesh when the atrocities against
the Rohingya began. But life wasn’t any
easier in the refugee camps. Yet, he never
stopped writing poems, dedicated to his
people. “Iwant to be their voice,” he told
Emilie Lopes. Together, they wrote
Eradication: A Poet at the Heart of the
Rohingya Genocide (Pan Macmillan India),
translated from French by Siba Barkataki.

“The earth orbits with two different
worlds;/The hell and heaven/1 left one, to
discover other,” Mayyu writes in ‘A New
Heaven’. He had experienced the worst
that man can do - “the scent of death, the
sound of bullets, the taste of erasure, the
sight of blood flowing over the bodies of
my brother.”

In 2021, as he opened the door to his
new apartment in Toronto, he finally
realised he was free. Though he has been
forced to live in hiding, he has promised
himself that he will never forget to be the
voice of his people. The publication of
Eradication is proof of that.

Festschrift for Mahasweta Devi: three books by marginalised voices

HETHdT ¢dl & R Beedive: 7Y & WR o1 d fFard

e She wrote several books, Aranyer Adhikar (Rights of the Forest), Hajar Churashir Ma
(Mother of [prisoner number] 1084), Rudali, Titu Mir, Chotti Munda and his Arrow,

anthologies of short stories which include tales like ‘Draupadi/Dopdi’,

and more.

‘The Breast Giver’
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e Drawn to people who were forced to lead a “subhuman existence”, she wrote about people
with no access to education, health care, and income.

R QT B “3raTIdtg sha=r” Gﬂﬁé?%umqg%mw HETYAT <t 39 Ul SHehffa gt
3R IR 39 A WR feran et uga e, warea |4, 3R Mg d& &1 i

e |n 1997, when Mahasweta Devi was honoured with the Ramon Magsaysay Award, she said,
“My India still lives behind a curtain of darkness. A curtain that separates mainstream society
from the poor and the deprived.”

1997 T TId TETHT <t B! Y0 TN REPR I G {3501 T, 99 3514 HgT, ‘TR YRA
3Tt off SR & W & W ST &, S GIURT & THTST &1 TRHal iR dferal I /e axar g I”

e Mahasweta Devi passed away in 2016, but her chronicles will always feel urgent and

contemporary as long as there is oppression and injustice in the world.

W%éaﬁwﬁwzmsﬁg&n AP ITP! T I e Ui 3R SRed! 337H, ofe
g & g SR ST HiN[G § |

e “What was worse, not only men but women too reinforced patriarchy by giving preference
to sons.”

ﬁg%m%%@ﬁﬁ,ﬁn@aﬁﬁaﬁﬁmwmﬁw
-

e Her life took another turn when she got married to a much older man, Sunderlal Takbhaure,
from Nagpur who was a high school teacher.
I St H T 01 7S a9 {11 o 3511 ANTYR & U 39 H 98 Al Jezard apHR, 5t
T §Ts W@ g 4, I faars foar|

e She writes in detail about everyday humiliations, but also her immense joy at being able to
pursue her education and earning a PhD degree.
g8 e Srual & IR T fawdr ¥ ferach €, dfor T g1 ot uers oIk e ok dieerdt #t
f&h a1 w1 o) srur TR o7 o forep et |

e Her purpose, she says, is to show how education can become a tool of liberation for
women.

ga%ﬁ%%m@%%w%%%@ﬁmm%wﬁ%ﬁmﬁwmmaﬁm
|

The die is caste

UTT @ fa

o Dagadoo joined Ambedkar’s social revolution to fight caste oppression and moved to
Mumbai, believing that his son would have a better life with education.
SITg - SHfTa Saiis & I SATASHR & ATHINTD MG I SHR Hag BT 39 [,
39 fay o w1y fob RI&Mm ¥ 3 o &1 Sita dgaR gl

e Once he had a job, he began teaching students for free on Sunday, telling them to never
discriminate on the basis of caste, gender, class or religion.
TH e & d1e Igi AR B I=l B YU TS IRE 6T 3R I winte, o, avf an
o & YR TR UGHIT 7 A B! T |

e He didn’t want to adopt illegal means to earn extra just because he had “experienced
poverty, illiteracy, humiliation and injustice.”
35 Rt 3UfeTE fos i 7Y, AfRAedT, SrquT= iR S et o, 3rdy st 9 O
HHM BT Il o] AT

¢ Sonawane documents the urban Dalit experience, where comments like “the caste system
is a thing of the past” or that “the caste system was just a division of labour” were
commonplace.
AT e d ofera ergua &1 oo FRa 8, STeT “Siifa saawT 3 did S P I @ a1 St
a1 Rk o fyures ft O %= 3m 3
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e To each, Avinash patiently explained that casteism was alive and kicking in forms both
obvious and subtle.

B SR SHfaTRT Riyder Trena 2 o snfaarg o oft Ty 3R gga <At wut # R g1

e He had experienced the worst that man can do — “the scent of death, the sound of bullets,

the ?as_te of erasure, the sight of blood flowiqg over thg bodies of my brother.”
I ZTM B G G FRal ot — “Hia Bt Ty, Miert @ smare, firer fiw W @ w@re,
3R TR YTE & IRR R I8 G $T T4 1"
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SC questions EC on voter deletion, citizenship

Court asks if removal from the rolls could bring

into doubt a Eerson’s riiht to remain in India

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday asked
the Election Com-
mission (EC) whether an
Electoral Registration Of-
ficer’s (ERO) decision to
strike a person off the elec-
toral rolls after an “inquisi-
torial” enquiry into his citi-
zenship under the special
intensive revision (SIR) ex-
ercise could be referred to
by the Centre to com-
mence an investigation in-
to the individual’s right to
remain in India or be
deported.
Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
a member of the Division
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant, asked
whether EROs could ex-
clude a person from the
electoral rolls even before

the Centre took a final call
to “strip him of the colour
of citizenship”.

The questions raised by
the Supreme Court have
gained significance as draft
electoral rolls published in
nine States and three Un-
ion Territories, including
West Bengal, Uttar Pra-
desh, and Tamil Nadu, wit-
nessed the deletion of
nearly 6.5 crore names in
the second phase of the
special i revision

EC counsel says citizenship and delimitations

are the cornerstones of the electoral process

Q Is it required under the
scheme of Citizenship
Act that his [ERO'] finding be
referred for an appropriate
decision?... can you take
away his [a voter’s] right

till a decision is taken
by the Central
government?

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

Supreme Court judge

process.

The queries from the
Bench followed submis-
sions made by senior advo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi that
Article 326 (the right of
adult Indian citizens to
vote), the Representation
of the People Act, and the
Registration of Electors
Rules of 1960 collectively
empower the EC, through

the EROs, with compe-
tence to conduct an inquis-
itorial enquiry into citizen-
ship for specific purposes.

Mr. Dwivedi said the
Election Commission was
entitled to verify citizen-
ship for the purpose of in-
clusion in the electoral
rolls. It was for the Centre
to decide if a person would

The questions gain
significance as draft
rolls have removed
nearly 6.5 crore
names during SIR

stay on in India or be de-
ported.
“He [ERO] can enquire.

But after he records a find-
ing, is it required under the
scheme of Citizenship Act
that his finding be referred
for an appropriate decision
and steps by the Central
government? And till
then... can you take away
his right till a decision is ta-
ken by the Central govern-
ment stripping him of the
colour of citizenship?” Jus-
tice Bagchi asked.

Mr. Dwivedi said a deci-
sion has to be taken “then
and there”.

“The consequence the
other way would be that
even though the ERO has
found that he is not a citi-
zen, he would continue in
the electoral roll and vote.
Once a shadow is cast on
his citizenship, as long as it
is not perverse or arbi-
trary, he needs to stand
out. Nothing is perfect, but

SC questions EC on voter deletion, citizenship

AT ! ¥ 7 geM iR ARR®dr R SC 7 EC ¥ 9ard feu

e Court asks if removal from the rolls could bring into doubt a person’s right to remain in India

DI A BT for 1 Al Gt & 9 g 3 6 dfdd & YRa § @A & SfeR R Jard
G1 gl obell ©

Poll body says voters excluded in the special
intensive revision have the right to appeal

we have to chase the uto-
pia of perfection as closely
as possible,” Mr. Dwivedi
responded.

The senior counsel said
persons excluded from the
electoral roll under the
special intensive revision
had the right to appeal.

“These things happen.
The whole electoral exer-
cise cannot be halted or
modified for the sake of
some persons. Of course, if
the order [of exclusion] is
perverse on individual
facts, it would have to go.
We are not entitled to wait
until the final or ultimate
decision [by the Centre],
which may go one way or
the other. There is, in the
meanwhile, enough safe-
guards. He can file an ap-
peal, and if the ERO order
is set aside, he can be put
back. These are normal

processes of law,” Mr. Dwi-
vedi submitted.

“Your argument is that
non-citizens are not entit-
led?” Chief Justice Kant
queried.

“It is not that a decision
of the EC ipso facto leads to
deportation. That is for the
Centre to undertake,” the
EC counsel reasoned.

The Election Commis-
sion counsel said citizen-
ship and delimitations
were the cornerstones of
electoral process.

Mr. Dwivedi said various
statutes, including the
Mines and Minerals (Deve-
lopment and Regulation)
Act, mandated citizenship
from applicants.

Mr. Dwivedi said a per-
son had to be a citizen even
to get a mining lease and
authorities were entitled to
verify his citizenship claim.
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EC counsel says citizenship and delimitations are the cornerstones of the electoral
process

EC & d&id A Fel o Ariamar 3R fHafa=t et &1 ufveftas gamdt uftear &1 snemfer §
Poll body says voters excluded in the special intensive revision have the right to appeal
TG 3MANT 3 Bl & fadw et geheror & sex iy U Aderansit &1 arfter @1 SftreR 3
The Supreme Court on Tuesday asked the Election Commission (EC) whether an
Electoral Registration Officer’s (ERO) decision to strike a person off the electoral rolls after
an “inquisitorial” enquiry into his citizenship under the special intensive revision (SIR)
exercise could be referred to by the Centre to commence an investigation into the individual’s
right to remain in India or be deported
Wﬁéﬁwaﬁwm(m)@qmﬁ?wﬁﬁqmgﬂﬁw (SIR) 311 &
TEd ANTR®AT 3! “Siard®” Jid & G [hu! Afad BT A1 Adald dl J geH &I fHata
TSiaRuT SfUSTR (ERO) HT Hadl g gRT HRA | 39 fdd & 361 & IR Hi ofid &
FA 1 34 Faffd - & fere defid fasar < wwar g

Justice Joymalya Bagchi, a member of the Division Bench headed by Chief Justice
Surya Kant, asked whether EROs could exclude a person from the electoral rolls even before
the Centre took a final call to “strip him of the colour of citizenship”

T R e=T I Fid & e areh fedio 9 & Haxd Urayfd SIauTed IRt = g1
% 1 ERO &% GRT AN &1 [ B W 3ifcy Fofg o= T g & faedt afaa &t
TaerdT gl ¥ 96X aR I6hd &

The questions raised by the Supreme Court have gained significance as draft electoral rolls
published in nine States and three Union Territories, including West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu, witnessed the deletion of nearly 6.5 crore names in the second
phase of the special intensive revision process

Tl FI GRT I3 T Uy FURIT Teayqul g1 TTU § a4ifes afd avmer, Je” wemr ofik
aRreTg Ifgd =t wreal 3R 9 Fx xnfia weRit # USRI IRy Aderdr gt & faiy
T YARI&IOT Ufehar & gaR RN H AT 6.5 BRI AITH G4 ¢

The queries from the Bench followed submissions made by senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi
that Article 326 (the right of adult Indian citizens to vote), the Representation of the People
Act, and the Registration of Electors Rules of 1960 collectively empower the EC, through
the EROs, with competence to conduct an inquisitorial enquiry into citizenship for specific
purposes

e & Uy aRy sifigddr AP G &1 gaitall & a1e 3, o Fel T S Srqde 326
(@ YRR ARIRG! &1 HdaH &1 feR), svfafafte siftfead, Sik 1960 & frafas
wﬁwﬁmwwq%a?wﬁ EC &I EROs & H1eAH ¥ faviy 324l & forg AriResdr &t
ST Sfd a1 BT HRBR d &

Mr. Dwivedi said the Election Commission was entitled to verify citizenship for the purpose
of inclusion in the electoral rolls

ot gt 3 a1 o gATa ST Y Aoferan It B M HRA & I § ARG Bt S B
HT AADR &

It was for the Centre to decide if a person would stay on in India or be deported

forddt Safdd & URa & 9 87 a1 Faftd g w1 Fofa Fg Hr v g

“He [ERO] can enquire. But after he records a finding, is it required under the scheme of
Citizenship Act that his finding be referred for an appropriate decision and steps by the
Central government? And till then... can you take away his right till a decision is taken by the
Central government stripping him of the colour of citizenship?” Justice Bagchi asked

“gg [ERO] ST &R Jhdl g | Afp o 98 BIs [epy aof Hal g, df T

D! AT & ded 39 (ShY B by TRGR gRI 3fd o 3R FHert & forg waftla s
AT §? 3R a9 dd... T g WHR GRT ANRG AT B T BH o &1 ufg g1 J ugd 3
DT HABR BH Thd 57" ARYfd anTEt = gt

Mr. Dwivedi said various statutes, including the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, mandated citizenship from applicants

ot fgad) 3 we1 o @1 ik Wi (e o fafvamm) siftifeam ik fafts et o
3Tdee! & fe ARTR®r Sifard &1 78 §

Mr. Dwivedi said a person had to be a citizen even to get a mining lease and authorities
were entitled to verify his citizenship claim
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ot fgdct = FeT fob @11 T UM & forg ot safad & ARG BT SMTa=a® § 3iR UTereBRur

I ARG &b G1d Pl S B P SHAR &

Governor’s Rule in

Mizoram triba__

council extended
8GS I Polity ]

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Mizoram Governor Vijay
Kumar Singh has extended
Governor’s Rule in the
Chakma Autonomous Dis-
trict Council (CADC) for six
more months, citing conti-
nuing political uncertain-
ty. Governor’s Rule was
imposed in CADC follow-
ing prolonged instability,
triggered by the removal of
Bharatiya Janata Party
leader Molin Kumar Chak-
ma from the post of Chief
Executive Member
through a no-confidence

motion on June 16, 2025.
The Governor had
sought the opinion of the
Council of Minister after
the expiry of the first six
months of Governor’s rule,
which was imposed on July
7, 2025. The Council had
said that there was no justi-
fication in extending Go-
vernor’s Rule, as the Zo-
ram People’s Movement
(ZPM) enjoyed a clear ma-
jority. However, Mr. Singh
noted that frequent shifts
in political allegiance by
the elected members ne-
cessitated continuation of
Governor’s Rule in CADC.

Governor’s Rule in Mizoram tribal
council extended

ey &) sedg uRue |
AT T ST 147

. Governor's Rule in Mizoram tribal
council extended

ufvyg # IrguTe M
eI Ir
. Mizoram Governor Vijay Kumar
Singh has extended Governor’s Rule in the
Chakma Autonomous District Council
(CADC) for six more months, citing
continuing political uncertainty.
iRy & woauTd faera R Rig A
IHHTAT Tara foran ulkwg (CADC) &
ISTUTH WM &1 B8 3R HgIAI & e ag7
fer B, ST BRUI AR &+ Irerifa®
S ¥eaT Sarn T g

o Governor’s Rule was imposed in
CADC following prolonged instability,
triggered by the removal of Bharatiya

Janata Party leader Molin Kumar Chakma from the post of Chief Executive Member
through a no-confidence motion on June 16, 2025.

CADC ¥ ITSUTel MM dd GHY Y Tl 317 35! HFRRURAT & SIe A1 77 T, Foryes! YeaTd
YR STaT UTeT & a1 T $HR THHT & YT PRGRT Tax & UG U 16 S 2025 6
SfIYTT YT & SIRT §eTU ofF ¥ g5 2

e The Governor had sought the opinion of the Council of Minister after the expiry of the first
six months of Governor’s Rule, which was imposed on July 7, 2025.

ISIUTS = ITSTUTS A & UgA B8 HelHl &1 3afd TH g & §Ig, Sl 7 Felrs 2025 Hi
T T T, wiEaie ot I ARl ot

e The Council had said that there was no justification in extending Governor’s Rule, as the
Zoram People’s Movement (ZPM) enjoyed a clear majority.

= BT YT fos AT TEA g1 BT

(ZPM) B! TF SgHA U 5 |
o However, Mr. Singh noted that frequent shifts in political allegiance by the elected
members necessitated continuation of Governor’s Rule in CADC.

graiiis, 4t Rig 3 ®e1 i fraffea

YW gRT IR-IR IeT-faed g1 # ggdra & SR

CADC ¥ I9uTel YA SR} a1 399 P 8l TR B |
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Equality in society has to start in

school, says Supreme Court

Krishnadas Rajagopal
Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court, in a
judgment on Tuesday, said
that equality in society had
to start in school, where
the child of a multi-millio-
naire or a Supreme Court
judge had to sit shoulder-
to-shoulder with a child of
an autorickshaw driver or
a street vendor.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice P.S. Narasimha elabo-
rated that the obligation of
the government under the
Right to Education Act
(RTE) to ensure that neigh-
bourhood schools admit
children belonging to
weaker and disadvantaged
sections has an “extraor-
dinary capacity to trans-
form the social structure of
our society”.

“The statutory design
[of the RTE Act] is norma-
tively ambitious. It envisag-

Q The statutory design [of the RTE Act]

is normatively ambitious. It envisages
elementary education for all children, across the
spectrum of class, caste, gender and economic
position, in a shared institutional space. _
It makes it possible... for the child
of a multi-millionaire or even of
ajudge of SC to sit in the same [
classroom... as the child of an J

autorickshaw driver or a vendor

g- =8

SUPREME COURT JUDGMENT m ‘l;

ey

es elementary education
for all children, across the
spectrum of class, caste,
gender and economic posi-
tion, in a shared institu-
tional space. It makes it
possible, normatively and
structurally, for the child of
a multimillionaire or even
of a judge of the Supreme
Court of India to sit in the
same classroom and at the
same bench as the child of
an autorickshaw driver or
a street vendor,” Justice Na-

rasimha, who authored the
judgment, wrote.

The top court’s judg-
ment rose from the bitter
experience of the petition-
er, Dinesh Biwaji Ashtikar,
who was quietly snubbed
off when he had ap-
proached a neighbour-
hood school to admit his
children for free and com-
pulsory elementary educa-
tion in 2016.

“It is his case that, even
though information

through RTI indicated that
seats were available, the
neighbourhood school did
not respond,” Justice Nara-
simha narrated.

The judge observed that
educating “young India”
and achieving “equality of
status” demanded an ear-
nest implementation of the
constitutional right under
Article 21A to free and com-
pulsory education, fol-
lowed by the statutory
mandate of the 2009 Act.

‘National mission’
“Ensuring admission of
such students must be a
national mission and an
obligation of the appro-
priate government and the
local authority. Equally,
courts, be it constitutional
or civil, must walk that ex-
tra mile to provide easy ac-
cess and efficient relief to
parents who complain of
denial of the right,” the Su-
preme Court declared.

Equality in society has to start in school, says Supreme Court

TS H AT 3 IS d A g1 arfee, GHa H1¢ &1 weT

e [Equality in society has to start in school, says Supreme Court

A H THE &1 LB 35 d S g1 A1y, GHH HId &1 de-l

e The Supreme Court, in a judgment on Tuesday, said that equality in society had to start in

school, where the child of a multi-millionaire or a Supreme Court judge had to sit
shoulder-to-shoulder with the child of an autorickshaw driver or a street vendor.

T I 3 TTaR &1 Th Had

T & Y HY F ST AP 93|

¢ A Bench headed by Justice P.S. Narasimha elaborated that the obligation of the
government under the Right to Education Act (RTE) to ensure that neighbourhood
schools admit children belonging to weaker and disadvantaged sections has an
“‘extraordinary capacity to transform the social structure of our society”.
rafe 0.0, R $1 sregerd arel W = Wy b fa Rign &1 iR sififam
(RTE) & d8d IR FI @ b TSI &b Ipd SR 3R dfera anif & a=i &1 7w S,
THR TSI ST HIHIS HIGT DY TG DY SHTUROT &HAT I 5 |

e “The statutory design [of the RTE Act] is normatively ambitious. It envisages elementary

o el {5 quTeT & JHTHGT 3 YT ¥od S g1 =R,
et U Heot-FIfermmaR a1 gl i & oI &1 o=, U 3ife Na=i a1es a1 Wie dex &

education for all children, across the spectrum of class, caste, gender and economic
position, in a shared institutional space.

e The top court’s judgment rose from the bitter experience of the petitioner, Dinesh Biwaji
Ashtikar, who was quietly snubbed off when he had approached a neighbourhood school

to admit his children for free and compulsory elementary education in 2016.
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3 SrgTerd &1 e AfdIdwdl &= diarel APHR & Hed 3Hd I IuaT, forg 2016 T
30 Tt & for et SR Siferard urufires Rien & d8d USN & Tpd | o & fou 91 W)

JUEIY AR ST B fadm T |

“It is his case that, even though information through RTI indicated that seats were available,
the neighbourhood school did not respond,” Justice Narasimha narrated.

"3 U8 e ¢ fb RTI & A1eOH § THSHR! e & Fravig o i Suasy ff, usig &
Tod 3 IS ufafshar et < =i “RiR¥weT A Fam|

The judge observed that educating “young India” and achieving “equality of status”
demanded an earnest implementation of the constitutional right under Article 21A to free
and compulsory education, followed by the statutory mandate of the 2009 Act.

et A &gt 6w Sfgar o fféa s iR <fRAf &Y Jurar o w37 & e srgede
21A & d8d que 3R ifvard Rien & wadurfe sifieR & SR frarasd iR 39& a8
2009 3fIf~TT & derfes WU &1 A e 7

‘National mission’

‘?T@'q '&F{F‘r’

“Ensuring admission of such students must be a national mission and an obligation of the
appropriate government and the local authority. Equally, courts, be it constitutional or
civil, must walk that extra mile to provide easy access and efficient relief to parents who
complain of denial of the right,” the Supreme Court declared.

T SFN BT YA GAYT BT U I Frer 11 T iR g IvapTR aut R
WIRIHROT 7 SR ST a1eT | ¥ YR, =araTerd, dle d Haunfe gf a1 fafaw, 3% eifteR
@ dfd frr oM & RIead S aret sfHYas! B SIRITH Ugd SR FUTd I8d UeH o &
fore o erfefved warg 1 IiRY, GiiH ®Id 3 91 fbar|
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Language o ony
The rights of linguistic minorities must
be protected in every State

T he Malayalam Language Bill, 2025, which

seeks to promote the language and
passed by the Kerala Assembly, is being
opposed by leaders in Karnataka. The concern
that minority languages in the State, particularly
Tamil and Kannada, would be adversely affected
is misplaced and arises out of misunderstanding
of the provisions. The Bill’s objective is to provide
for the “adoption of the Malayalam language as
the official language of the State of Kerala and for
Malayalam to be used for all official purposes, to
provide for the use of the Malayalam language in
all sectors in Kerala, subject to the provisions of
the Constitution of India”, and to advance the ov-
erall progress and enrichment of the language.
The Bill proposes the adoption of Malayalam as
the first language for schoolchildren and mea-
sures to promote the language in various sectors,
from the judiciary to IT. The Bill states that Tamil
and Kannada linguistic minorities in notified
areas may correspond with the State Secretariat,
Heads of Departments, and local State offices in
their respective languages, and replies shall be is-
sued in those languages; and that students whose
mother tongue is not Malayalam may pursue
education in other available languages in State
schools, in accordance with the National Educa-
tion Curriculum. Additionally, students from oth-
er States or foreign countries studying in Kerala
whose mother tongue is not Malayalam are ex-
empt from writing Malayalam examinations at
the classes IX, X, and higher secondary levels.
An earlier version of the Bill, passed in 2015,
was languishing for the Centre’s clearance for 10
years. After the Centre returned the Bill following
a Supreme Court of India decision that Bills can-
not be indefinitely delayed, the State passed the
current version. The Centre, ostensibly, has a pol-
icy of promoting all Indian languages, as do sev-
eral States. As long as such measures are underta-
ken alongside those for the protection of the
rights of linguistic minorities, no other State or
the Centre should have any objection. Most
States, including Kerala and Karnataka, have mul-
tiple linguistic communities. The linguistic divi-
sion of States was only an approximation, and
language borders have weakened due to migra-
tion. Language policies at the national and re-
gional levels must account for these realities rath-
er than pursuing a blind cultural agenda of Hindi
or any single language promotion. To be clear, all
these languages must have their rightful places in
administration and the public sphere. To achieve
that objective without allowing hostilities bet-
ween communities is a challenge of nation-build-
ing. Mechanisms such as the Inter-State Council,
which has been dormant, must be invested with
more authority, and wider, good-faith conversa-
tions across linguistic groups promoted.

fad=h 3= & 3 B foFe!
T &1 URIeT d Fe & TS 7

Language of harmony
ATHGT BT UTHT

e The Malayalam Language Bill, 2025, which seeks
to promote the language and passed by the Kerala
Assembly, is being opposed by leaders in Karnataka.

HAUTAH HTWT fAgaes, 2025, foTIHT IET HINT Y
FGTaT 31 § 31R 8 e faem=yuT 3 uiia fvan 2,
IYPT PAlcH P Aar3i grIT faRy fHar o1 BT 2|

e The Bill's objective is to provide for the adoption of
the Malayalam language as the official language of
the State of Kerala and for Malayalam to be used for
all official purposes, to provide for the use of the
Malayalam language in all sectors in Kerala, subject
to the provisions of the Constitution of India, and to
advance the overall progress and enrichment of the
language.

A BT ITTT HEATAH HIWT B B g Bl
SMPING UIYT & ¥9 # 3y, 39 It
3w Ie A & fo IUaT # aF, HRd &
Tfaem & uraymi & i xa & gt & F
AT & TN ] AT B quT UINT & 99y
faeprg 3R WA B 3 TG B

o The Bill proposes the adoption of Malayalam as the

first language for schoolchildren and measures to
promote the language in various sectors, from the

judiciary to IT.
a8 o AerdTed ! Wl gl Pt YU HIHT & =7

T 3O T ArAUTfereT | AhR 3MTSd) ao fafty &=
o YT $I FTaT G- & IU TRaTfad b T 5

o The Bill states that Tamil and Kannada linguistic
minorities in notified areas may correspond with the
State Secretariat, Heads of Departments, and local
State offices in their respective languages, and
replies shall be issued in those languages.

fatge o g1 T & & syl &3t | aftra ok
FAS HTUTS YT D 3TH-370 HTT37 H I
frarem, faurmesdt ok WY ITsa Srafaal
AR IR ad g, AR IR | 3761 yrwrelt & fau Sma|
e |t also states that students whose mother tongue is
not Malayalam may pursue education in other
available languages in State schools, in accordance
with the National Education Curriculum.

=0 gg ot we1 T § fb oF Bl &t wrquTa
HaaTay el §, 3 79 & el o e
UTSUHH & IR 3 Iuds T3 H R ured o
T g

¢ Additionally, students from other States or foreign
countries studying in Kerala whose mother tongue is
not Malayalam are exempt from writing Malayalam

examinations at the classes IX, X, and higher
secondary levels.

g% HfARTd, B H TTT B Ig 39 Irsdl a1

HTST AOTAH 8l 8, 38 PalT 9, 10 3R I ATeAf e TR W
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e An earlier version of the Bill, passed in 2015, was languishing for the Centre’s clearance for
10 years.
3t o1 TP yd TR, ot 2015 B T1Rkd fasan a1 o1, 10 a6 a6 &5 B Wipid & g
NIERGI

o After the Centre retumed the Bill following a Supreme Court of India decision that Bills
cannot be indefinitely delayed, the State passed the current version.
YR & Fard ARad & 39 00 & 91 % fadae! &1 siffgdeT de b1 81 o g,
&% gRT fadge dle oM TR T A aad SRR Uik foba|

e The linguistic division of States was only an approximation, and language borders have
weakened due to migration.
TS} BT HIHTS, fIUTS had T STHT AT IR UaRI & HRUI YT ST HHTE HHAR 61 718 ¢ |

o Mechanisms such as the Inter-State Council, which has been dormant, must be invested
with more authority, and wider, good-faith conversations across linguistic groups
promoted.

STRITY IR S o, o die Ty @ Fifera @1 €, 3= oifle aiftfe i3y o arige

3R YIS THE! & o SIS YegTa-Tqul HaTg & Nedfed foar S amed|
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1. | SC split on sanction to prosecute public servants

e Aadi & SAfUASH Dt afd W i +1d 3 qade

SC split on sanction to prosecute public servants
EGS Il: Governance |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday delivered a split
verdict on the legality of a
provision in an anti-cor-
ruption law which man-
dates prior sanction before
prosecuting public
servants.

Justice B.V. Nagarathna
concluded that Section 17A
of the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act, 1988, was
plainly unconstitutional,
while Justice KV. Viswa-
nathan, the puisne judge
on the Division Bench, said
that sanction must be de-
cided by an independent
authority like the Lok Pal
or the Lok Ayukta.

Justice  Viswanathan
said the mere possibility of
abuse of an otherwise valid
provision cannot be a
ground for declaring it un-
constitutional. He com-
pared striking down Sec-

tion 17A to “throwing the
baby out with the
bathwater™.

“If honest public ser-
vants are not given a basic
assurance that decisions
taken by them will not be
subjected to frivolous com-
plaints, it is the nation that
will suffer. Public servants
will resort to a play-it-safe
syndrome, and that will re-
sult in policy paralysis. The
panacea of striking down
will turn out to be worse
than the disease,” Justice
Viswanathan wrote in his
opinion.

He directed that an in-
dependent inquiry of the
facts of a corruption com-
plaint would be ideal be-
fore a grant of sanction.

The case will now be re-
ferred to the Chief Justice
of India to be placed before
a Bench of three judges.

“A fine balance has to be
maintained between the
need to protect a public

The case will be referred to the
Chief Justice to be placed
before a Bench of three judges.

servant against mala fide
prosecution on the one
hand and the object of
upholding the probity in
public life by prosecuting
the public servant against
whom prima facie material
in support of allegation of
corruption exists, on the
other,” Justice Viswanath-
an observed in his opinion.

He said the Lokpal had

the authority to conduct
an inquiry into even an al-
legation of corruption
made against the Prime Mi-
nister of the country.

“If Section 17A is invali-
dated on the ground that
prior approval should not
exist at all, the immediate
consequence would be
that any complaint alleging
corruption in official deci-
sion-making could straight-
away result in a police in-
quiry or investigation. This
would permit immediate
registration of FIRs, com-
mencement of investiga-
tion and resort to coercive
steps... whether the com-
plaint is frivolous, motivat-
ed or based on hindsight.
Such a result would be re-
gressive,” Justice Viswan-
than reasoned in his
opinion.

‘Nlegal and unequal’
Justice Nagarathna, howev-
er, concluded that Section

SC split on sanction to prosecute public servants

e Qad! & SifiieH @t srgafa w® v #id # aave

17A was in violation of Arti-
cle 14 (equal treatment by
law) of the Constitution as
it afforded the protection
of prior approval only to a
higher category of civil ser-
vants. She found the classi-
fication based on the na-
ture of duties illegal and
unequal.

The judge found Section
17A arbitrary in the man-
ner in which it foreclosed
the possibility of even a
bare enquiry into the con-
duct of a high civil servant
facing corruption allega-
tions without prior appro-
val. This scenario, she
pointed out, was against
the rule of law.

Justice Nagarathna said
the requirement of prior
approval under Section
17A to protect “honest” of-
ficers was not a valid rea-
son and was fundamental-
ly opposed to the objects
and purpose of the anti-
corruption law.
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SC split on sanction to prosecute public servants

Alh A & UGS B A TR YA HIE | HaHa

The Supreme Court on Tuesday delivered a split verdict on the legality of a provision in an
anti-corruption law which mandates prior sanction before prosecuting public servants.
gﬂwﬁfpﬁmmawﬁumw-ﬁmm%wmmﬁ%wwﬁuﬁﬁmw,
o @i Vel & RIS ¥ ugd gd Wefa sifarf srar g

Justice B.V. Nagarathna concluded that Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988, was plainly unconstitutional, while Justice K.V. Viswanathan, the puisne judge on the
Division Bench, said that sanction must be decided by an independent authority like the Lok
Pal or the Lok Ayukta.

.4, AR A ey AT e yeraR fFaror siffeaw, 1988 @1 URT17A WY
&Y ¥ YIS ¢, Taie fSdie 99 & HHE Aaneier &. . fay=my= 3 oe1 fos Wiefa
AIPUTH T7 AP oI W= UIHRN §RT 99 Bt ST =Ryl
Justice Viswanathan said the mere possibility of abuse of an otherwise valid provision cannot
be a ground for declaring it unconstitutional. He compared striking down Section 17A to
“throwing the baby out with the bathwater”.

Jryfet faymTy= 3 F577 3 SraUT 3Y UTauT & gIUANT BT A JUTEAT 39 SRideTe et
FRA BT TR g1 81 bl | I6I- URT 17A B IE, B DI AT “T8H & U & TR T Pl
B o i

“If honest public servants are not given a basic assurance that decisions taken by them will
not be subjected to frivolous complaints, it is the nation that will suffer. Public servants will
resort to a play-it-safe syndrome, and that will result in policy paralysis. The panacea of
striking down will turn out to be worse than the disease,” Justice Viswanathan wrote in his
opinion.

g SAMER T Jadh! & T8 FATTE! MY &1 faar T fob 3% gR1 forg 7w fofat )

T Rreradl & i 81 fopdn SITE, Al ST TH A o &1 gITT| i Jadb AP I Bt
Ui Su-1a, fSra ifavra srear et | X R &1 Iur SHERT A ot gear Iifad g,
i fagaTyE 7 o I | fora |

He directed that an independent inquiry of the facts of a corruption complaint would be ideal
before a grant of sanction.

I W fean i Wiefa 31 ¥ uga UvER Rierd & dut o Taa Wi segf gl

The case will now be referred to the Chief Justice of India to be placed before a Bench of
three judges.

AT & 3F YR & G-I W™THRT & IRT Dol ST difes 39 ot =ararehi=n &1 die & Jae
T Sf b |

“A fine balance has to be maintained between the need to protect a public servant against
mala fide prosecution on the one hand and the object of upholding the probity in public
life by prosecuting the public servant against whom prima facie material in support of
allegation of corruption exists, on the other,” Justice Viswanathan observed in his opinion.
T 3R SIRAYUT AN A TNk Jadh BI & DT SMAIHAT 3R IR 3R

Sita=T ® [ferar SH1E @ & 3539 4 39 Aid Ydd o AN & §id, forge RIas YPER &
3R & T T WYHewar ATl HiS[E 8, Ue Y& Mdar S8 91 81, <armfd faymmas
F 3ot I § FEl

He said the Lokpal had the authority to conduct an inquiry into even an allegation of
corruption made against the Prime Minister of the country.

I5i P8l fb ANpuTed & U < & YYTHHA & RIATH Y T YPRIR & 3R1Y Bt i S
B BT YBR B

“If Section 17A is invalidated on the ground that prior approval should not exist at all, the
immediate consequence would be that any complaint alleging corruption in official decision-
making could straightaway result in a police inquiry or investigation. This would permit
immediate registration of FIRs, commencement of investigation and resort to coercive
steps... whether the complaint is frivolous, motivated or based on hindsight. Such a result
would be regressive,” Justice Viswanthan reasoned in his opinion.

TS UTRT 17A B 3T YR W AR R 01 S § 1 qd Widpfa faepa €1 et TR, a
PT diapliers YR g 8 & enfireies fAufg-fAmfor & yvmR &1 3Rig @M arelt $18
1t Rrerad e gfer S a1 fade=1 &1 SR S Thd! 81 3T R THSATSHR &Sl B, S
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I FHRA 3R SAATHP Bl 3611 &1 AR e STeh. .. 918 Rievrd qe, IR a1 ugef®
ST 811 U afom ufermdt g, <mmfd faymy= = ot I § o fean

‘lllegal and unequal’

SIHHTT

Justice Nagarathna, however, concluded that Section 17A was in violation of Article 14
(equal treatment by law) of the Constitution as it afforded the protection of prior approval only
to a higher category of civil servants. She found the classification based on the nature of
duties illegal and unequal.
gTatifes, <mafed AR 3 fsw FwTar i 4Rt 17A TfAU™ & rgwde 14 (@ & THe
) BT IcT Bl § Fifh T8 had 3 Jft & Rufde Gawi o 81 gd Wpidl BT TREf0r
TR g1 IBA Fdad! Bl Ui TR SMeRa arffesor o eidy SR SHH Ur|
The judge found Section 17A arbitrary in the manner in which it foreclosed the possibility of
even a bare enquiry into the conduct of a high civil servant facing corruption allegations
without prior approval. This scenario, she pointed out, was against the rule of law.
TR 7 YRT 17A D1 9 YR TR FT0H U1 6 I8 G4 Wipidl b o1 YPTER & 3R BT
T &R g Tordll I RIfaet a9 & STERUI &1 ARIRYT S &1 WUTAHT 0 Bl §G B odll 6|
I8 Be & U8 R S & I & f9g B
Justice Nagarathna said the requirement of prior approval under Section 17A to protect
“honest” officers was not a valid reason and was fundamentally opposed to the objects and
purpose of the anti-corruption law.
A ATRET A 81 [ “SHFER” SHYSRAT $T I8 & 1T URT 17A & 96d 4d Wipid BI
gﬁwﬁ%%‘awqﬁ% 3R 8 YPAR-(R S & IL2T 3R Uaei & Heia: Ui
I

GS Paper II: International Relations
TOPICS COVERED
13 January 2026
1. | Trump’s latest 25% tariff warning brings India-Iran ties under renewed
strain
Y B TV 25% SR Aarat § YRA-3H Faeil uR fb gama
2. | More for later
91 & fg oiw off
3. | Decisive new factors in the Iranian conundrum
1 ugell A fAuifae e sR®
4. | QUIZ
5. | Pugwash meet opens: call for abolition of nuclear weapons
AR d6& = WA SRART & I &1 AgH
6. | China is a threat to Greenland, Trump argues but analysts claim
otherwise
W WA & T WaxT 8, TH &1 grar afde- faRivgl &1 9d orenT @
7. | Somaliland’s status and the new geopolitical scramble for Horn of Africa
HHTferels 1 fRUfT 3R 31 oifts spiept & forg 718 YwHifae ds
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Trump’s latest 25% tarift
warning brings India-Iran
ties under renewed strain

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India’s ties with Iran have
come under renewed pres-
sure after U.S. President
Donald Trump announced
on Tuesday that *“any
country” having trade ties
with Tehran would face a
25% tarift if it sought to do
business with the U.S.

Government  sources
told The Hindu that India
was preparing to bring
down its trade with Iran in
the current financial year,
citing “external economic
factors”.

The developments have
come even as India still last
weekend, was getting rea-
dy to host Iran’s president
Masoud Pezeshkian for the
upcoming BRICS summit,
which India will host this
year as it marks the 75th
anniversary of establish-
ment of India-Iran diplo-
matic ties.

The U.S. policy on in-
creasing pressure on Iran
has also put a question
mark on the expected visit
of Iranian Foreign Minister
Syed Abbas Araghchi to
New Delhi later this

Iran Foreign Minister Syed
Abbas Araghchi is expected
to visit India this month.

month. External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar an-
nounced India’s vision for
BRICS 2026 on Tuesday,
saying that as BRICS Chair,
India would highlight that
the intergovernmental or-
ganisation is capable of ab-
sorbing “global shocks”.
India’s policy on Iran will
be keenly watched as the
Islamic Republic is a mem-
ber of BRICS of which India
has been a founding
member.

At both bilateral and
multilateral levels, the In-
dia-Iran relation was ex-
pected to see multiple high
points this year as India
was getting ready to broa-

den its presence in Iran’s
Chabahar port, which is of
crucial importance for
both India’s connectivity
plans with Central Asia and
Russia as well as for its
newly unfolding partner-
ship with the anti-Pakistan
Taliban administration in
Afghanistan. Iran joined
BRICS as a full member on
January 1, 2024, as the
grouping expanded by in-
cluding Iran, Egypt, Ethio-
pia, and the United Arab
Emirates at the 2023 sum-
mit in South Africa. Offi-
cials said that as a member
of the BRICS, Iran’s Presi-
dent may not face legal
hurdles while travelling to
India. However, they indi-
cated that Iran’s escalating
confrontation with the U.S.
President has pushed the
country into crisis for at
least one month.

An official with know-
ledge of India’s assessment
of the situation said that
the ongoing public protests
in Iran pose a serious
threat to the current re-
gime in Tehran. The offi-
cial added India’s embassy
was in contact with the In-
dian citizens in Iran.

U B TINT 25% SR Aara-t & YRd-33H Jadl uR fb gama

e Trump’s latest 25% tariff warning brings India-Iran ties under renewed strain
20 O dNT 25% SR Aara & RG-S Jae R R garg

e India’s ties with Iran have come under renewed pressure after U.S. President Donald
Trump announced on Tuesday that “any country” having trade ties with Tehran would face a
25% tariff if it sought to do business with the U.S.

N & Ty HRA & Heell IR R Ta19 311 3, Sd Srfast Iyufe SIH1es ¢ 4 HaaR &
V0T Pt fo Ag=TT & 1Y ATITRG Faiel WG arel “dis Ut S afe ST & Iy FRIER
HIAT IR Al I 25% W BT I BT US|
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Government sources told The Hindu that India was preparing to bring down its trade with
Iran in the current financial year, citing “external economic factors”.

WHRI G A ¢ g & 9amn & et offes FRPI” 1 garan <d gU URd Hiojal fa<diia ad
H €9 & 1Y 3T HTUR YeH DI R FR BT 8

The developments have come even as India, still last weekend, was getting ready to host
Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian for the upcoming BRICS summit, which India will
host this year as it marks the 75th anniversary of establishment of India-Iran diplomatic
ties.

3 gehd T 9Hg T WA 3 § o/ HRd IS Swisid do S fiea Rrar a@es &
1T $H & gl Ag USIIfBaT &1 Aea 31 daR] HR 36T U1, o WIRd 59 Y Smaiferd
BT, Fiifcs T8 HRA-Z PeAlfdd et &1 RO ST 750 THMS 5

The U.S. policy on increasing pressure on Iran has also put a question mark on the expected
visit of Iranian Foreign Minister Syed Abbas Araghchi to New Delhi later this month.
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar announced India’s vision for BRICS 2026 on
Tuesday, saying that as BRICS Chair, India would highlight that the intergovernmental
organisation is capable of absorbing “global shocks”.

R W 3o g 1 3AR! ifd 3 39 7614 & 3fd # 75 faeelt # g archt S fad=r w:ft
GG T SRTEH B YU a1 WR ot ueyirg o e | fad=r et v, srawiee A
AR P! fora 2026 & T WRda ®1 2P & 9Iv0n HRd gU Fel (S foaT sremer & T &
URH I8 Yifehd BT o T8 HR-IRBRI To “afb Fewd!” o1 U He § 9ed g
India’s policy on Iran will be keenly watched as the Islamic Republic is a member of BRICS
of which India has been a founding member.

S R HRA BT A R PHS! ToR 9! S ifes geenthe Rufers foew o1 daw g,
oI HRE TRITIS T 361 5|

At both bilateral and multilateral levels, the India-Iran relation was expected to see
multiple high points this year as India was getting ready to broaden its presence in Iran’s
Chabahar port, which is of crucial importance for both India’s connectivity plans with
Central Asia and Russia as well as for its newly unfolding partnership with the anti-Pakistan
Taliban administration in Afghanistan. ]

feuahta oIk sguehi IFf TR |, 39 9 YRG-EM Gt & B3 Heaqul Suaisar suféa
ff, i URT [ P AMMER de7Me H 30 AiofeT IgH B dUR} R T oT, S 7Ly
TRRIT 3R T & Y HRA Bt HUD TSI T EIM-Rar & urfpear-faRidht anferar
TR & 1Y SUDT SHR TRHIeRT & g 3redd Aot 7

Iran joined BRICS as a full member on January 1, 2024, as the grouping expanded by
including Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, and the United Arab Emirates at the 2023 summit in
South Africa.

3 7 1 Sa3t 2024 & fyaa 7 guf Yo & U § Uaw foar, 519 gféror srteT A 2023
Rrer v 8 R, e, sirfuar oiv dga sRe sniRia & IHd aR Tg &1 fawR
fobam T |

Officials said that as a member of the BRICS, Iran’s President may not face legal hurdles
while travelling to India. However, they indicated that Iran’s escalating confrontation with
the U.S. President has pushed the country into crisis for at least one month.
Wﬁw%ﬁw%w%wﬁﬁm%mﬁﬁ YR I & SR BT
TIUTSHT BT JHAT T I US Hebdll & | BTelifch, Ia1 Hobdl faul fob araifvant wrgufer & Y
EH & I¢d THIG 1 X I HH J HH TP A & T e § s1d fean g

An official with knowledge of India’s assessment of the situation said that the ongoing
public protests in Iran pose a serious threat to the current regime in Tehran. The official
added India’s embassy was in contact with the Indian citizens in Iran.

YT TR HRA & HTHAA ST THBRI I dTcd Th SABRY = FgT b 1 F ot o7 faRy
WS A8 B HiSEl PR & o1g 1R a1 Uar R R ¢ 1 3R 3 7g off sher o
X H URA BT gaTard g1 Aiojg HRAR AN & W0 & 5|
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More for later
Chancellor Merz’s India visit signals

a wider engagement with the EU
‘ mid tensions on several other foreign pol-

icy fronts, German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz was the first of several high-level vis-
itors to Delhi to strengthen India-Europe ties.
Preparations are on for the EU-India Summit la-
ter this month, when the Presidents of the Euro-
pean Commission and Council will attend the Re-
public Day parade; plans for French President
Emmanuel Macron’s visit — he will attend the AI
summit in February — are also being finalised.
The meet between Chancellor Merz and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Ahmedabad was
about more than bilateral relations. It was about
reaffirming elements of talks with the EU to con-
clude a long-awaited trade agreement, as Germa-
ny is its biggest economy, as well as exchanging
notes on geopolitical turmoil, especially the U.S.’s
actions. The leaders also attended a business
council meeting, where they pitched more in-
vestments. With trade passing $50 billion in
2024-25, Germany remains India’s largest trading
partner in Europe. While the talks are under-
stood to have been substantive, the outcomes
were in essence a series of “Joint Declarations of
Interest (JDI)” and MoUs. Among the JDIs signed,
several deal with cooperation on strategic issues,
including a Defence Industrial Cooperation Road-
map to promote collaborations and technology
partnerships in defence equipment. This is seen
as a precursor to the enabling agreements for de-
fence purchases that India and Germany have
been discussing but have yet to sign on to.
Where India and Germany have a less com-
mon view is on the Ukraine war, and the Euro-
pean contention that India must curtail its rela-
tionship with Russia. Chancellor Merz may have
overstepped as he sought to portray India’s Ger-
man defence relationship as a means to reduce
its “dependence” on Russian hardware. The
statement was refuted by Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri later. While Germany and the EU are
also hoping for a closer dialogue with India on
the Indo-Pacific, Germany’s bilateral trade with
China, pegged at $287 billion in 2024-25, has not
diversified and China is Germany’s largest trad-
ing partner. It is therefore doubly significant that
Chancellor Merz made India his first stop in Asia.
The two sides also have differences over the up-
bringing of five-year-old Ariha Shah, who was ta-
ken away by German child services in 2021 over
allegations that her Indian parents abused her.
Despite India’s appeals, Ms. Shah continues to
live in German foster care, with only periodic
consular and parental visits, and little sustained
" exposure to Indian culture or languages. The
case of an individual may seerm less mlportant,

More for later

q1g & forg ok off

¢ Preparations are on for the EU-India Summit later
this month, when the Presidents of the European
Commission and Council will attend the Republic
Day parade; plans for French President Emmanuel
Macron’s visit — he will attend the Al summit in
February — are also being finalised

$9 HEIH & 3fd H 8IF dTel 39-HIRd e wwe &l
JoTiat 9 Y€1 €, o9 RN ST 3R ulg &
Sreagf Mored fqaw s | wifier g1 B &

AT Al Bt T o1 Ao off sifam RoTAE — 3
HRad | gaTs Rrex awed § yr o

e It was about reaffirming elements of talks with the

EU to conclude a long-awaited trade agreement, as
Germany is its biggest economy, as well as
exchanging notes on geopolitical turmoil, especially
the U S’s actions

Ig 9 & 1Y Td YHY | dfed IR THgd &
3ifoy U S 8 ITdId & dw@l &1 g g SR Y-
ISIfa® IYA-gUd, faRIvHR Mt it sreargal,
IR foaR-faust & a1 o1

¢ With trade passing $50 billion in 2024-25, Germany
remains India’s largest trading partner in Europe
2024-25 ¥ 50 3RE SIAR I YD HATUR & A1, THA
RIY T YR BT I TST ATITRS YRR -1 g3
¢ While Germany and the EU are also hoping for a
closer dialogue with India on the Indo-Pacific,
Germany’s bilateral trade with China, pegged at $287
billion in 2024-25, has not diversified and China is
Germany’s largest trading partner

ST o 3R 3 Se1-URIfh e R YRd & 1Y et
g &1 IHE HX 3T §, dal 2024-25 W 287 3RT
SIER $1 I & 1Y SHA &1 fguelia R fafaeiea
e g3 § IR T ST o1 qad T8T ST
yrfierR ST gan g

¢ The two sides also have differences over the
upbringing of five-year-old Ariha Shah, who was
taken away by German child services in 2021 over
allegations that her Indian parents abused her

ST 3= & gyt aufg T =E & UreH-uIvor &l
dr H 7ade g, 5% 2021 & S et Aarei A 39
3RIT TR 37T P fear o1 fb 39 HRdg Ara-fUar =
3% 1Y gHasR far
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Decisive new factors in the Iranian conundrum

he recent civic unrest in Iran has been

enveloped in a media fog and has

polarised binary narratives, making an

objective analysis difficult. Yet, given
Iran’s geopolitical importance and economic
potential, such a granular exercise is required,
particularly as it lies in India’s extended
proximity.

The genesis of the ongoing crisis lies in the
increasingly dire eco-political conditions. It began
on December 28, 2025, when a group of Tehran
merchants (“Bazaari”) staged a shutdown to
protest the frequent devaluation of the market
value of the rial, the national currency. While the
rial’s official exchange rate to a dollar was 42,000,
the market rate was nearly 35 times lower at 1.45
million, having fallen 20,000 times since the
Islamic Revolution in 1979. Its 45% decline in 2025
made importing essential commodities such as
rice, sugar and edible oil and selling them in the
rial at officially controlled prices, unprofitable.

Subsequently, other disaffected sections of the
population, such as unemployed youth and
low-paid employees, also joined the stir, making it
a country-wide anti-government movement.
Arson, vandalism and anti-establishment violence
were reported. On January 13, authorities
disclosed that over 2,000 people had died during
the unrest, blaming the casualties on unnamed
“terrorists”.

Crises and the official playbook

Since the founding of the Islamic Republic in
1979, the authorities have perfected a four-stage
playbook for dealing with recurring mass civic
unrest, as seen in the election fraud in 2009,
petrol price hike in 2019 and Hijab protests in
2022 — none of which succeeded. In the first
phase, stern police action is taken to contain the
law-and-order problem. If the agitation persists, a
“good-cop, bad-cop’ routine is played: while
some high officials warn of enemy conspiracies,
others exude sympathy for the “legitimate
grievances”, offering talks and concessions.
Social media is locked down. The third stage
involves weeks of attrition, seeding confusion,
splitting the organisers and holding
pro-government rallies. These three stages
normally succeed in tapering off the protests.
Thereafter, the leading protesters are rounded up
and sentenced exemplarily with long prison
terms or even execution. During all this time, the
western media plays the role of an agent
provocateur to the hilt.

The current melodrama now seems to be
entering the third phase. Over the next four
months, a token 10 million rials (§7), as a monthly
handout, will be directly transferred to all citizens
to mitigate inflation. The funerals of the security
personnel killed and pro-establishment rallies
were accompanied by a denunciation of foreign
attempts to hijack the agitation.

The Pasdaran (Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps or IRGC) and the army have stayed loyal,
condemning the agitation as a continuation of the
12-day Israel-United States war of June 2025
against Iran. The oil industry, the mainstay of the
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national economy, has stayed unaffected, and the
governing elite has also not splintered. Moreover,
1o alternative leadership has emerged among the
protesters.

The dynamics in Iran, foreign threats
Although the establishment seems to have
‘managed to overcome the protest, the outbreak
has exposed new systemic vulnerabilities. First,
the Bazaari strike against the clergy-led regime
‘was unprecedented. In Iran’s modern history, the
Bazaaris have been an influential bellwether
lobby, at times forcing Iranian rulers to retract.
Their withdrawal of support doomed the Shah in
1979. Their informal symbiosis with the clergy
initially permitted profiteering from unfettered
imports at a preferred exchange rate and selling
domestically at market rates.

However, during the past two decades, this
bromance has cooled. The economic conditions
worsened mainly due to the U.S’s “maximum
pressure” sanctions. Further, they were also
squeezed by the IRGC and the Bonyads (various
ostensibly charitable foundations for war
veterans, widows and orphans), muscling into
lucrative sectors of trading, manufacturing and
contracting. While Iran’s President, Masoud
Pezeshkian, recently claimed resolution of the
merchants’ grievances, the details have not been
‘made public. It remains to be seen if the
omnipotent IRGC, currently crucial to
government survival, would agree to roll back
their businesses.

Second, while Tehran may have tactics to curb
protests, the ruling elite lacks eco-political levers
to fix the root causes of the recurring social
convulsions. The Iranian leadership’s steadfast
pursuit of a nuclear and missile programme and
support to regional proxies diverts scarce
economic resources and triggers western
economic sanctions, causing social angst.

Over two-thirds of Iranians were born after the
Revolution and have different aspirations than
their gerontocratic politico-theocratic leadership.
They see the affluence of their Gulf Arab
neighbours and hold the leadership responsible
for their abject penury. They also notice the
kleptocracy and corruption in the top echelons of
power. Moreover, with radicals in control of the
clergy, parliament and judiciary, and a relatively
powerless executive, significant social groups,
such as women and non-Shia minorities feel
alienated. While the managed election of a
moderate President in 2024 raised hopes, these
have been belied due to regional turmoil.

Third, the foreign abatement of the agitators
has become mainstream, with U.S. President
Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu openly encouraging them
with military threats to punish the Iranian regime
and possibly replace it. However, they lack any
smart and easy options, and the outcome of any
precipitous foreign action cannot be guaranteed.
In 1980, Iragi President Saddam Hussein attacked
Iran to exploit the post-Islamic revolutionary
chaos, only to see all Iranians unite against
foreign aggression. Moreover, Iran’s Shia majority

Decisive new factors in the Iranian conundrum

X1 Ugelt | oo

has a long tradition of glorifying martyrdom and
sacrifice, making them more inured to foreign
military threats.

Despite its losses during the June 2025 military
bout with Israel and the U.S., Iran retains
sufficient retaliatory capability to thwart a
repetition. Tehran’s options include targeting U.S.
interests in the geoeconomically sensitive and
febrile region, making the Gulf Arab states wary
about paying for a U.S. military misadventure.

Moreover, when driven to a corner, Iran could
close the Strait of Hormuz, raising global oil
prices. Mr. Trump has often criticised his
predecessors for dragging the U.S. into “endless

ars” and has so far avoided having “boots on
the ground”, preferring surgical airborne strikes
and smart economic coercion. Although he has
been emboldened by his tactical success against
President Nicolas Maduro Moros of Venezuela,
there is a clear realisation that the multiplicity of
power centres in Iran makes military
decapitation a risky and even counter-productive
endeavour.

Instead, Mr. Trump is veering toward
non-kinetic measures such as cyberattacks and
the imposition of secondary punitive tariffs on
the countries trading with Iran, encouraged by
the outcome of a similar exercise in curbing
Indian imports of Russian crude. Their efficacy
remains uncertain as Iran has long been subject
to Israeli cyberattacks and has a well-oiled
sanctions-busting machinery in place, from
marshalling cryptocurrencies to dark oil-tankers
smuggling crude to China and dhows to Dubai
(the world’s largest trans-shipment port just 150
kilometres across the Persian Gulf).

Despite U.S. pressure, China and the United
Arab Emirates are Iran’s top two trading partners,
with respective bilateral commerce estimated at
$40 billion and $30 billion last year, totalling over
half of the entire Iranian foreign trade. The
proposed secondary sanctions by the U.S. may
not curb such trade but only obfuscate it. Still, as
a diversionary tactic, Tehran has offered to
reopen talks with Washington.

Impact on India
The notion that turmoil in Tehran is
inconsequential for India is misplaced. First, any
conflagration in Iran would affect the security
and stability in the Gulf, where India has
substantive stakes in terms of diaspora, oil
supplies, remittances and trade and investments.
Second, it would allow Pakistan to project itself
as a dubious security arbiter to both Iran and the
Gulf Arabs and earn brownie points with the
White House. India also needs Iran to access
Afghanistan and Central Asia. Third, after Iran,
South Asia has the largest number of Shias, with
their number in India estimated at around 25
million. They are natural stakeholders in what
happens to their Iranian co-confessionals. Lastly,
once four decades of western sanctions are lifted,
the resuscitation of the Iranian economy would
provide lucrative opportunities for India,
particularly as Tehran has long pursued its
version of Atmanirbharta.

e |t began on December 28, 2025, when a group of Tehran merchants Bazaari staged a
shutdown to protest the frequent devaluation of the market value of the rial, the national

currency.

YD o3 28 faHaR 2025 $1 g3, Td dg1 & AMINRGT TR & Th Jig A I qal
feard & SR-aR s/ & [ty | s &1 e foan

e While the rial’s official exchange rate to a dollar was 42,000, the market rate was nearly 35
times lower at 1.45 million, having fallen 20,000 times since the Islamic Revolution in
1979.
el SieR & gavraal Raret &1 nfiraTRe® faf g av 42,000 off, 98T ST &R LT 35 T[T
U o 1.45 fafer= 18 75 o, S 1979 1 3¥andt wifa & a1g | 20,000 TFAT R @1 o

e Subsequently, other disaffected sections of the population, such as unemployed youth and
low-paid employees, also joined the stir, making it a country-wide anti-government
movement.
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S S1G T & 3T SRAQE T, SR SRISHTR gaT 3R HH dd+ U ard weand, oft sigem
o g 81 77Y, Forad I8 dxreardt IReR-fad srigre s |

Arson, vandalism and anti-establishment violence were reported.

ITTeTY, diswis 3R war-faRieh fFar ot geard wmm s

On January 13, authorities disclosed that over 2,000 people had died during the unrest,
blaming the casualties on unnamed terrorists.

13 S & BN A Farn b 3ifa & SR 2,000 | 3 &1 AR 7T, 3R 37 Al
PTGV T SMTdPparedl UR STell T |

Crises and the official playbook
e R

Since the founding of the Islamic Republic in 1979, the authorities have perfected a four-
stage playbook for dealing with recurring mass civic unrest, as seen in the election fraud in
2009, petrol price hike in 2019 and Hijab protests in 2022 — none of which succeeded.
1979 N TETH TURTST FI R F 516 I, ]WBR 7 IR-TR B a1elt - fufat
fAues & foe te IR -aRuifg Jorifa fawRid @ g, o f& 2009 & AT ehRaTast, 2019 &
AeTe g gfe 3R 2022 ¥ feme ARty wee= & 3 T — R @ 18 +f v 7 ganl
In the first phase, stern police action is taken to contain the law-and-order problem.

Tgd TR H STA-ATRIT B U &1 3 HA & o1 w8t gfery sRarg &1 ot g1

If the agitation persists, a good-cop, bad-cop routine is played: while some high officials
warn of enemy conspiracies, others exude sympathy for the legitimate grievances, offering
talks and concessions.

I G JRT Gl 8, Al [S-BI1Y AS-HIY YU TS Sl §: FS IRE SHABRY
P TN 31 A a7, Sl 3 dy Rieeraal & ufa ey foard gu araia
Rordl o i Y HRA B

Social media is locked down.

Trerer HifEar &) o B foar S g

The third stage involves weeks of attrition, seeding confusion, splitting the organisers and
holding pro-government rallies.

TR TROT A SO d Te aTell YBIIT B U SHUATS STt §, YA BT Siidl &, Srsib!
1 fauTiord foam STaT 8 9iR TR aads MRt Smiford &1 ot 3 |

These three stages normally succeed in tapering off the protests.

Y T TROT GEIG: UERIH @1 GR-9R Td T 1 9% d gl 9§

Thereafter, the leading protesters are rounded up and sentenced exemplarily with long
prison terms or even execution.

D d1C THT USRFHING! B UHSH: ol B AT TgT ab b Wil okl SaEUNES Jollg
& Tt B

The oil industry, the mainstay of the national economy, has stayed unaffected, and the
governing elite has also not splintered.

IV SRicqaw BT S T S aTel da SERT SuHIfad 361 § SR e avf 4 i 3ig
faureH T8t gan 31
Moreover, no alternative leadership has emerged among the protesters.

sa%m,w@mﬁﬁ%aﬁaﬁﬁéwmlﬁawwww%

First, the Bazaari strike against the clergy-led regime was unprecedented.
U dl, YHB-Aqd dTelt WDHR o RITTh TR g arad YA 2|

In Iran’s modern history, the Bazaaris have been an influential bellwether lobby, at times
forcmg Iranian rulers to retract.

& SYFAH g & TIRT Ue YHTaRTel fa=T-ae ardl 38 ¢, SeiH &S aR AN
B IS ged R TR fHar g
Their withdrawal of support doomed the Shah in 1979.
I JHIA AU A 1979 | RTE THA BT 3fdl 77 PR &7 ATl

The economic conditions worsened mainly due to the U S’s maximum pressure sanctions.

e graTd Tera: SrifveT ot AfRrw URR ufasy Hifa & sru g
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The Iranian leadership’s steadfast pursuit of a nuclear and missile programme and support
to regional proxies diverts scarce economic resources and triggers western economic
sanctions, causing somal angst.

s‘wﬁﬁqaaﬂ 3R Rrarga srisww Tu1 &= ufaf~fy wagt & g9l Hfta sffe
gwﬁhaﬁ %&ﬁ?msﬂ%uﬁmﬁaﬁwém% R AT SR Sl

I
Over two-thirds of Iranians were bomn after the Revolution and have different aspirations
than their gerontocratic politico-theocratic leadership.

31-faeTs T Siftre SRt wifar & a1 o1 § IR ST 3MTehiemt 3% ggdiHe Toifa®-
TfHfe g @ ST & |
They see the affluence of their Gulf Arab neighbours and hold the leadership responsible for
their abject penury.

%?fm%ram"r 3RT TSR &) g 3Td € 3R o Ok TS & 1T A ) RiEeR 7
I
They also notice the kleptocracy and corruption in the top echelons of power.

3 T & X TR R FAprhat 3R YRR o Sd B
In 1980, Iraqi President Saddam Hussein attacked Iran to exploit the post-Islamic
revolutionary chaos, only to see all Iranians unite against foreign aggressmn.

1980 §, T TR WeTH EA 3 ST il 5 TG 3T SRTSHAT BT ATH SSH ¥ 377 =TT
IR A a1, A ST uRumRa=g T+t S fad=ht smepwor & Rae uhvle 81 |
Moreover, Iran’s Shia majority has a long tradition of glorifying martyrdom and sacrifice,
making them more inured to foreign military threats.

YD S(ATaT, I Bt R 9gHEn § qeTed 3R g &1 AfgHrHe A & R IR
2, R 3 st Q= erafdea & i oifiiep Tg-isiel o T &

Mr Donald Trump has often criticised his predecessors for dragging the U S into endless
wars and has so far avoided having boots on the ground, preferring surgical airborne
strikes and smart economic coercion.

ot SHTES U A SR 30 Gdafial &1 AT &t § [ S5 et o fagy gl &
i foa, 3R o1 dep I5IA ot V=g ATt @ §=rd U S gars gHal 3R TR nffe
SaT4 Y UTUfiehdr &t B

Instead, Mr Trump is veering toward non-kinetic measures such as cyberattacks and the
imposition of secondary punitive tariffs on the countries trading with Iran, encouraged by
the outcome of a similar exercise in curbing Indian imports of Russian crude

3% Tod, 4t U 36 R-VT U FT SR TG}/ |, %mmﬁﬁﬁm%muw
PR a1d o= R fgdias SeTeare Yep, S &4t F 9d & URAIG 3TTd &1 Sifid H3A &
T S TN & GRom 8 IRA g

Their efficacy remains uncertain as Iran has long been subject to Israeli cyberattacks and
has a well-oiled sanctions-busting machinery in place, from marshalling cryptocurrencies
to dark oil-tankers smuggling crude to China and dhows to Dubai, the world’s largest
trans-shipment port just 150 kilometres across the Persian Gulf.

o pUTaRiedr AT a1 g3 § i 34 dd THY ¥ SIS ol AIgaR gual &l AT
P B8 3R IT& T ufaael} Pi dig B GEIfSd oqawdn 8, foraw fpgiedit &1 Sua,
T ATad SH I A I Hd dd B ! 3R ial & IR gag da SHgfd i g, S
BRY Bt WISt & UR A 150 fpaiier R g 1 9a9 71 gia-Rrade aid 81

Despite U S pressure, China and the United Arab Emirates are Iran’s top two trading
partners, with respective bilateral commerce estimated at 40 billion dollars and 30 billion
dollars last year, totalling over half of the entire Iranian foreign trade.

3T gaTa & STaee, W 3R Wga 3R SRTA $3 & &l HaH I ATURS AHGR
1 gU B, oranT fguelta R e avf HHS: 40 3RE STER 3R 30 3RT STAR 3! 4T, it
W & pa fad=h R & 3 | sif¥rw 3|

First, any conflagration in Iran would affect the security and stability in the Gulf, where

India has substantive stakes in terms of diaspora, oil supplies, remittances, trade and
investments.
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uga, S A P15 ot 98 TuH &1 Wad @it &F F gred 3R fRREA1 B uvifad s, wet
YRA & VAR GHSM, dd 3Myfd, Suur, SruR R e 3 98 o2 Ra 8

e Second, it would allow Pakistan to project itself as a dubious security arbiter to both Iran
and the Gulf Arabs and earn brownie points with the White House.

IR, T UIFHRAT Bl ST 3R WISt 3R SN GHI & AT Ga DI Th AT FR&HT
YR & FY 7 O I 3R FIge g3 | fafvad 3P HHR &1 3w e
¢ India also needs Iran to access Afghanistan and Central Asia.

YR &I BIT=RAT 3R Aeh TRAT g uga & g +f §14 ot siawssar |

e Third, after Iran, South Asia has the largest number of Shias, with their number in India

estimated at around 25 million.

TR, 9 & 91e gfaror TR & Rrarelt @) wed 9t I B, s I YRd § T 25

farferg= aife! STl B

e They are natural stakeho!ders in what happens to t_heir Iranian co-confessionals.
J 30 S Fg-ufeferY & Ty g1 areht gereit & wnvifaw fRauRs ||

e Lastly, once four decades of western sanctions are lifted, the resuscitation of the Iranian
economy would provide lucrative opportunities for India, particularly as Tehran has long

pursued its version of Atmanirbharta.

3fdd:, O IR &= P ufddt ufeey g7, o S srforawT o1 (e ER HRA & i
ATHDRY TIR UGH BT, TATHR i A8 <fd AT F U1 srefvar &t Hifd )

BT HdT BT 2

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:
1. By legitimising the Somaliland administration, Israel is said
to be pursuing these two strategic objectives. Ans: Establish
a military base to counter the Houthis; facilitate forced
transfer of Palestinians

2. The STC is backed by this West Asian country whose leader
recently fled the country. Ans: United Arab Emirates;
Aidarous al-Zubaidi

3. The modern political identity of Somaliland traces back to
this moment of sovereignty in 1960. Ans: British
Somaliland and Italian Somaliland gained
independence and unified briefly as the Somali
Republic.

4. Before unification in 1990, the official name of South
Yemen was this. Ans: People’s Democratic Republic of
Yemen

5. Somaliland declared independence in this year. Ans: 1991
6. This 2019 accord sought to reconcile southern separatists
with Yemen's government. Ans: Riyadh Agreement

Visual: This ancient site is known for its well-preserved rock
art. Ans: Laas Geel caves

Early Birds: Sonali Das| Dodo Jayaditya| Sudhir Thapa|
Sumana Dutta| Jagrati Shukla

QUIZ: Strategic Context of Israel—
Somaliland Engagement

» Somaliland declared independence from Somalia in
1991, but remains unrecognised by the UN and most
states

* It controls a strategic coastline on the Gulf of
Aden, close to the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait

« Since 2023-2025, media and strategic circles have
debated whether Israel may seek closer ties with
Somaliland for regional security and geopolitical
leverage

» The two objectives attributed to Israel are analytical
claims, not officially confirmed policies

* The Houthi movement in Yemen has targeted Red
Sea shipping since late 2023

* Houthis are aligned with the Iran-led “Axis of
Resistance”.

What “Forced Transfer” Means in International Law

« Defined under

— Fourth Geneva Convention

— Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
* Refers to

— Removal of a population

— Without genuine consent

— From occupied territory

Southern Transitional Council (STC) and Its External Backing

* The Southern Transitional Council (STC) is a political-military organisation in southern Yemen
* It seeks the restoration of an independent South Yemen, which existed until 1990

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page25



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

* It is strongly backed by the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
* Its leader is Aidarous al-Zubaidi, former govemor of Aden

» The UAE entered the Yemen conflict in 2015 as part of the Saudi-led coalition
» Over time, Abu Dhabi shifted focus from

— Supporting Yemen'’s central government

— To building influence in southern Yemen

Strategic Interests of the UAE

* Maritime Security
— Control over ports like Aden, Mukalla, Mocha
— Protection of shipping routes near the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait

» Counter-Islamist Policy
— The STC opposes the Islah Party (Muslim Brotherhood-linked)
— UAE views political Islam as a major security threat

* Regional Power Projection
— Influence across the Red Sea-Gulf of Aden corridor
— Part of UAE’s broader strategy in Horn of Africa and Yemen

Modern Political Identity of Somaliland

» Somaliland’s contemporary political identity is rooted in the events of 1960, when

— British Somaliland and

— Italian Somaliland

gained independence and voluntarily united to form the Somali Republic

* This brief moment of unity later became the legal and historical basis for Somaliland’s claim that it
had once been a sovereign state and therefore retains the right to reclaim that status

» Came under British control in 1884

* Administered as a British Protectorate
* Had its own

— Administrative system

— Legal institutions

— Political elite

Italian Somaliland

» Came under ltalian colonial rule in 1889
* Later administered as a UN Trust Territory under Italy from 1950 to 1960
*» Prepared for independence under international supervision

Riyadh Agreement (2019)

» The Riyadh Agreement is a political accord signed in 2019 to end fighting between
— The internationally recognised Government of Yemen and

— The Southern Transitional Council (STC)

* Its main purpose was to

— Reconcile southern separatists with Yemen’s government

— Restore unity within the anti-Houthi camp

* The agreement was brokered by Saudi Arabia

* Yemen has been in civil war since 2014-15

* By 2018-2019, a new conflict emerged in the south between

— Government forces loyal to President Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi
— The STC, which demanded southem autonomy
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* In August 2019, intense fighting broke out in Aden
— The STC took control of key government institutions
— The anti-Houthi coalition became internally divided

Pugwash meet opens: call
for abolition of nuclear
weapons

Madras, Jan. 13: A short speech by the Pugwash
President Nobel Laureate, Prof. Dorothy
Hodgkin, in which she expressed the interest of
the scientific community in the abolition of
nuclear weapons, and indeed of all other
weapons, and in the re-building of society on
equitable lines, heralded the opening of the
week-long deliberations of the 25th Pugwash
Conference at the spacious Ball Room in Taj
Coromandel here.

She said India had a very special place in the
history of the Pugwash Movement in as much as
the late Prime Minister Nehru organised a
Committee of Scientists to explain nuclear
energy which preceded the actual
Russell-Einstein Manifesto from which the dating
of the Movement was usually made.

Prof. Dorothy Hodgkin recalled how the late
Dr. Radhakrishnan, when he was India’s envoy
in Moscow and also a Professor of Philosophy of
Eastern Religions at Oxford, had urged her to
visit the Soviet Union for contacts with her
scientist counterparts in that country for a thaw
in the cold war which was then at its peak. She
actually made the visit three years later.

&, I faad gurw Age A

Pugwash meet opens: call for abolition of nuclear
weapons

AT 48P IR=: WHTY] §FAART & I BT M

. Madras, Jan. 13: A short speech by the Pugwash
President, Nobel Laureate Prof. Dorothy Hodgkin, in which she
expressed the interest of the scientific community in the abolition
of nuclear weapons, and indeed of all other weapons, and in the
re-building of society on equitable lines, heralded the opening of
the week-long deliberations of the 25th Pugwash Conference at
the spacious Ball Room in Taj Coromandel here.

TG, 13 SaRY: UIaIRT & e, Aidd REPR fastar ot sikieh
BISITp gRT foam 7 Ueh Tt Hroor, s 3511 agn=e JHe™
&1 U] FRART & I, dfcs AWt 3 BRI & S 3R
TUATYA® ATYR IR G & G107 § Sy rad &1, 3 Jgl arat
PRIVSA & fI=Ta afa=d T 25 WG TR 31 TWE W
e arell Taiel & Igure &1 Tad el

) She said India had a very special place in the history of the
Pugwash Movement in as much as the late Prime Minister Nehru
organised a Committee of Scientists to explain nuclear energy
which preceded the actual Russell-Einstein Manifesto from which
the dating of the Movement was usually made.
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o Prof. Dorothy Hodgkin recalled how the late Dr. Radhakrishnan, when he was India’s
envoy in Moscow and also a Professor of Philosophy of Eastern Religions at Oxford,
had urged her to visit the Soviet Union for contacts with her scientist counterparts in that
country for a thaw in the cold war which was then at its peak.
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e She actually made the visit three years later.
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China is a threat to Greenland, Trump
argues but analysts claim otherwise

The Polar Silk Road project seeks to push Beijings influence in the Arctic, with investments in research stations in Iceland and Norway, and plans to

develop the Northern Sea Route with Russia; experts say China’s presence is growing, albeit slowly; however, its military presence is underwhelming

NEWS ANALYSIS

Agence !rance-!!esse

BEIJING

nited States Presi-

dent Donald

Trump has repeat-
edly threatened to take
Greenland by force from
NATO ally Denmark in or-
der to keep the Arctic is-
land from Beijing’s hands.

But analysts suggest Chi-
na is a small player in the
Arctic region, and thus far
from the threat Mr. Trump
has argued.

Despite Mr. Trump’s
claim that, without U.S. in-
tervention, Greenland
would have “Chinese des-
troyers and submarines all
over the place”, Beijing’s
Arctic military presence is
underwhelming.

“Greenland is not
swarming with Chinese
and Russian vessels. This is
nonsense,” said Paal Si-
gurd Hilde at the Norwe-
gian Institute for Defence
Studies.

Moscow matters

In other parts of the Arctic,
China’s modest military
presence has grown in col-
laboration with Russia
since the 2022 invasion of
Ukraine.

“China’s only pathway
to gaining significant in-
fluence in the Arctic goes
through Russia,” Mr. Hilde
said.

The two countries have
increased joint Arctic and

Way of the water: A Hong Kong-flagged ship leaving Kirkenes in the north of Norway on route to China

via the Arctic Northeast passage. AFP

coast guard operations, in-
cluding a 2024 bomber pa-
trol near Alaska.

China also operates a
handful of icebreakers
equipped with deep-sea
mini-submarines, which
could map the seabed —
potentially useful for mili-
tary deployment — and sa-
tellites for Arctic
observation.

Beijing says they are for
scientific research.

These activities are “po-
tential security concerns if
China’s military or mili-
tary-linked assets establish
a regular presence in the
region”, said Helena Legar-
da at the Mercator Institute
for China Studies in Berlin.

“China has clear ambi-
tions to expand its foot-
print and influence in the

Greenland has the

world’s eighth-largest
rare earth reserves,

according to the US.
Geological Survey

region, which it considers
an emerging arena for geo-
political competition,” she
said.

Beijing launched the Po-
lar Silk Road project in
2018 — the Arctic arm of its
transnational Belt and
Road infrastructure initia-
tive — and aims to become
a “polar great power” by
2030.

It has established scien-
tific research stations in
Iceland and Norway, while
Chinese firms have invest-
ed in projects like Russian

liquefied natural gas and a
Swedish railway line.

Competition with China
for resources and access to
trade routes in the Arctic
could threaten European
interests, Ms. Legarda said.

Recently, however, Chi-
na has faced pushback.

Proposals to buy an
abandoned naval station in
Greenland and an airport
in Finland have failed. The
U.S. reportedly pressured
nations to reject Chinese
companies. In 2019, Green-
land opted against using
China’s Huawei for its 5G
networks.

Russia remains the ex-
ception, with China invest-
ing heavily in resources
and ports along Russia’s
northern coast.

Greenland has the

world’s eighth-largest rare
earth reserves, elements
vital for technologies in-
cluding electric vehicles
and military equipment,
according to the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey.

While China dominates
global production of these
critical materials, its at-
tempts to tap Greenland’s
resources have seen limit-
ed success.

A Chinese-linked pro-
ject at a massive deposit in
Kvanefjeld was halted by
the Greenland government
in 2021 over environmental
concerns, while another
deposit in southern Green-
land was sold to a New
York-based firm in 2024 af-
ter U.S. lobbying.

“There was a fear in
Denmark and the U.S. that
mining investments sever-
al times the GDP of Green-
land could have led to Chi-
nese influence a decade
ago, but the investments
never materialised,” said
Jesper Willaing Zeuthen,
associate professor at Aal-
borg University. More re-
cently, “Beijing discourag-
es engagement, because
the diplomatic costs have
been too high”.

Key trade routes
The Polar Silk Road aims to
link China to Europe via
Arctic routes increasingly
accessible as warming tem-
peratures melt Arctic sea
ice.

China and Russia agreed
in October to develop the
Northern Sea Route (NSR)

along Russia’s northern
border.

Last year, a Chinese ship
reached Britain in 20 days
via the Arctic, half the time
of the regular Suez Canal
route. The passage could
transform global shipping
and reduce Chinese re-
liance on the Straits of Ma-
lacca for its trade.

Chinese ships made just
14 NSR voyages last year,
mostly carrying Russian
gas.

Another possible route
— the Northwest Passage —
follows the Canadian archi-
pelago, potentially mitigat-
ing the risks of a Russian
and  Chinese-dominated
northern passage.

The NSR does not pass
by Greenland, so it is not
the source for Mr. Trump’s
claim of Chinese ships
prowling the island’s
coastline.

Mr. Zeuthen maintains
there is no sign of Chinese
military activity in or
around the Arctic part of
Greenland. “Actual securi-
ty issues are very hard to
identify,” he said.

China on Monday said
its activities in the Arctic
comply with international
law, in an apparent res-
ponse to Mr. Trump’s com-
ments. Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
said: “China’s activities in
the Arctic are aimed at pro-
moting peace, stability,
and sustainable develop-
ment in the region and are
inaccordance with interna-
tional law.”

Chinais a threat to Greenland, Trump argues but analysts claim otherwise

A9 WA & e WaxT 8, TH &1 grar afe- faxivsl &1 9q oreT @

o The Polar Silk Road project seeks to push Beijing’s influence in the Arctic, with
investments in research stations in Iceland and Norway, and plans to develop the
Northern Sea Route with Russia; experts say China’s presence is growing, albeit slowly;
however, its military presence is underwhelming.
TieR fRew s TRAISHT &1 359 SiTbied & AT & YUTd &l 9611 5, o d smgads
3R AT ST Fel # Faw ok =9 & Iy Al { e wRid w7 &) G wfta
©; faRiwsl &1 e § fob i Y SufRufar 91 T8 @, wrerifs dR-eR; x4, gt =0 wwme
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¢ United States President Donald Trump has repeatedly threatened to take Greenland by
force from NATO ally Denmark in order to keep the Arctic island from Beijing’s hands.
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But analysts suggest China is a small player in the Arctic region, and thus far from the
threat Mr. Trump has argued.
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Despite Mr. Trump’s claim that, without U.S. intervention, Greenland would have “Chinese
destroyers and submarines all over the place”, Beijing’s Arctic military presence is
underwhelming.
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“Greenland is not swarming with Chinese and Russian vessels. This is nonsense,” said
Paal Sigurd Hilde at the Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies.

“Wds T 3R Tt TETell T URT g3 781 ¢ | Ig IPhar 8, - utel Rirs fees, Avdtora=
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Moscow matters

HID! BT Hgd

In other parts of the Arctic, China’s modest military presence has grown in collaboration
with Russia since the 2022 invasion of Ukraine.

Thfeds & o fgwat B, Hi=1 ot ATeit A0 SuRAfT 0 & TgalT ¥ 2022 b= ATHHUT &
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“China’s only pathway to gaining significant influence in the Arctic goes through
Russia,” Mr. Hilde said.

“3Thfed W AgaqUl TUTT STRId HA $1 9 ST THHE A7 =9 S ATeAA A8, A R A
Dol

The two countries have increased joint Arctic and coast guard operations, including a
2024 bomber patrol near Alaska.
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China also operates a handful of icebreakers equipped with deep-sea mini-submarines,
which could map the seabed — potentially useful for military deployment — and satellites
for Arctic observation.
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Beijing says they are for scientific research.

ST Bl § fob T IS SR & e 5

These activities are “potential security concerns if China’s military or military-linked
assets establish a regular presence in the region”, said Helena Legarda at the Mercator
Institute for China Studies in Berlin.

3 Tifafaftrar sutfad Rem frar § afe 9 ot S a1 S-Hag "ulal e | fFrafa
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“China has clear ambitions to expand its footprint and influence in the region, which it
considers an emerging arena for geopolitical competition,” she said.
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Beijing launched the Polar Silk Road project in 2018 — the Arctic arm of its transnational

Belt and Road infrastructure initiative — and aims to become a “polar great power” by
2030.
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It has established scientific research stations in Iceland and Norway, while Chinese firms
have invested in projects like Russian liquefied natural gas and a Swedish railway line.
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Competition with China

94 & Iy ufazguf

Competition for resources and access to trade routes in the Arctic could threaten
European interests, Ms. Legarda said. .
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Recently, however, China has faced pushback.
BTl g1 ot §, T B! faRIe 1 JTHAT 31 U1 7 |
Proposals to buy an abandoned naval station in Greenland and an airport in Finland have
failed.
M ds A ulcrad e ®ReE iR firds A ga1s 3rg1 TRies & g Sha B 7 |
The U.S. reportedly pressured nations to reject Chinese companies.
TYIA: TN 7 SN DI I HUFRIT B SRABR I o [T Gard STl
In 2019, Greenland opted against using China’s Huawei for its 5G networks.
2019 & WA 7 307 56 Aead & T i &Y gard &1 IuanT 81 B &1 fAofa fern
Russia remains the exception, with China investing heavily in resources and ports along
Russia’s northern coast.
%wq}gmamwg'&n% el 99 7 0 & U1 d¢ & IR ATl SR demel | Ut A

I

Greenland has the world’s eighth-largest rare earth reserves, elements vital for
technologies including electric vehicles and military equipment, according to the U.S.
Geological Survey.
s & U fay & 3red Ja 98 gy Pl HSR §, o 3afae® are- ik 97 SUHRl
SRt dh-iiep! o forg TEayuf §, 9,0, forataiored Wderr & SaR |
While China dominates global production of these critical materials, its attempts to tap
Greenland’s resources have seen limited success.
e 39 Aayul ARl &1 dfye Sared F9 & uyd A 8, 39 W fads & Jare=l
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A Chinese-linked project at a massive deposit in Kvanefjeld was halted by the Greenland
government in 2021 over environmental concerns, while another deposit in southern
Greenland was sold to a New York-based firm in 2024 after U.S. lobbying.
PABSTS § TP diH1-Hag URAST & FaS IWPR 3 2021 ﬁutﬁé‘mﬂuﬁm&ﬁ%
mﬂg aa?ma’féwﬂtﬁﬂﬁ'sﬁw&mﬁwﬁzou # =gate fRa Hut o1 g .
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“There was a fear in Denmark and the U.S. that mining investments several times the
GDP of Greenland could have led to Chinese influence a decade ago, but the investments
never materialised,” said Jesper Willaing Zeuthen, associate professor at Aalborg
University.

ST 3R I, 4. § I8 S 4T % Mcis o1 GDP & +3 1 38 T 3% T T 1%
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More recently, “Beijing discourages engagement, because the diplomatic costs have
been too high”.
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Key trade routes
ST ATIR ARF

The Polar Silk Road aims to link China to Europe via Arctic routes increasingly accessible
as warming temperatures melt Arctic sea ice.
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China and Russia agreed in October to develop the Northern Sea Route (NSR) along
Russia’s northern border.

iﬁqaﬁ%wﬁmﬁ%ﬁwmsmaﬁw%wﬁ@m%mong fafid FA W
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Last year, a Chinese ship reached Britain in 20 days via the Arctic, half the time of the
regular Suez Canal route.
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The passage could transform global shipping and reduce Chinese reliance on the Straits
of Malacca for its trade.
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Chinese shlps made just 14 NSR voyages last year, mostly carrying Russian gas.
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Another possible route — the Northwest Passage — follows the Canadian archipelago,
potentially mitigating the risks of a Russian and Chinese-dominated northern passage.
e w‘? A TR — FTSTS STUHHE &1 ¥Rl HRdl 8, THIad &0 I
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The NSR does not pass by Greenland, so it is not the source for Mr. Trump’s claim of
Chinese ships prowling the island’s coastline.
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Mr. Zeuthen maintains there is no sign of Chinese military activity in or around the Arctic
part of Greenland.
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“Actual security issues are very hard to identify,” he said.

“FRATAD GR&T TSN P UG HAT 9gd Blo-1 8,” I3 Hall

China on Monday said its activities in the Arctic comply with international law, in an
apparent response to Mr. Trump’s comments.
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Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said: “China’s activities in the Arctic are
aimed at promoting peace, stability, and sustainable development in the region and are
in accordance with international law”.
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Somaliland’s status and the new geopolltlcal scramble for Horn of Africa
SR ]

Agence France-Presse
NAIROBI

Since Israel recognised So-
maliland last month, the
self-declared republic on
the Gulf of Aden has be-
come central to a struggle
over military access, ports
and regional influence
across the Red Sea
corridor.

Somaliland sits astride
one of the world’s most
strategic maritime choke
points, flanked by multiple
conflicts in the Horn of
Africa and West Asia.

It declared indepen-
dence from Somalia in 1991
but had never been recog-
nised internationally until
Israel’s move.

The recent recognition
was fiercely opposed by
the Somali government as

an attack on its territorial
unity — a position backed
by most African and Arab
leaders.

Military access

But Somaliland’s assets —
most crucially the port and
airfield at Berbera, which
have been developed by
the United Arab Emirates
since 2016 to be capable of
hosting large naval and air
assets — outweighed any
potential concern about
the diplomatic fall-out.

A Somaliland official
said new buildings and an
airbase facility were re-
cently completed at Berbe-
ra by the UAE, which has a
25-year concession to build
a military base.

“What is at stake right
now is military access,”
said Roland Marchal, an

Address
Email Id

expert on the region with
France’s National Centre
for Scientific Research.

For the Israelis, Somali-
land offers a prime spot
from which to attack Ye-
men’s Houthi rebels, who
have targeted Israel to
show solidarity with Pales-
tinians in the Gaza Strip.

Berbera offers another
hub for the quiet military
cooperation between the
UAE and Israel that has ex-
panded since the Emiratis
formally recognised Israel
under the U.S.-sponsored
Abraham Accords in 2020.

The UAE did not criti-
cise Israel for recognising
Somaliland. The Somali go-
vernment said on Monday
it was cancelling all agree-
ments with the UAE for
“undermining  national
sovereignty”.

zuphom vibes: Loclscelebrate Isael's recognition of Somaliland’s

statehood in capital Hargeisa on December 26, 2025. AFP

Analysts say the Emira-
tis are unlikely to formally
recognise Somaliland as
that would worsen its al-
ready terrible ties with re-
gional rival Saudi Arabia.

The Saudis “would view
(recognition) as another af-
front and another example

of the UAE undermining
Saudi Arabia’s authority
and the ‘Arab consensus’”,
said Anna Jacobs, a Gulf
analyst.

Turkey has sided with
Somalia, its key strategic
partner in the region —
host of its largest interna-
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tional military base, a
planned space-port and
imminent oil-drilling pro-

jects.

The fragmentation of
Somalia “could jeopardise
Turkey’s progress and in-
terests in the country”,
said Scott Romaniuk, a re-
searcher at Budapest’s Cor-
vinus University.

Not to mention Turkey’s
long-standing opposition
to Israel’s war in Gaza and
fear of encouraging its own
separatists, the Kurds.

Turkey has mamtamed

ry, besides the tiny state of
Eswatini, to recognise Tai-
wan — enough to attract
the ire of China, which also
has significant investments
in Somalia.

Washington defended
what it said was its Israeli
ally’s right to recognise So-
maliland, although Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
he was unlikely to follow
suit, despite pressure from
some within his Republi-
can party.

The United States is

count on plenty of other
military assets in the re-
gion, including ships in the
Red Sea and the Gulf, and
the Baledogle airfield in
Somalia.

Sovereign oversight
Lost in the geopolitical
scramble is any assessment
of Somaliland’s own case
for independence.

It has run its own affairs
since 1991 and been far
more stable and democrat-

a foothold in
said Federico Donelli of the
University of Trieste, and is
closely allied with the UAE
in other areas — highlight-
ing the complexity of re-
gional dynamics.
Meanwhile, Somaliland
is the only African territo-

cognise

Marchal said.

ic than the rest of Somalia,
not at all il |naposmon tore- but (hose are secondary
" ML cc for its

partners.

“The United States
needs local allies. They
can’'t alienate Egypt, the
Turks and Saudi Arabia (all
supporters of Somalia) at
the same time.”

The United States can

“It's sad because the
merits of Somaliland aren’t
discussed,” Mr. Marchal
said. “What Somaliland
has achieved, what it has
failed at, is completely ig-
nored.”

: 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
: info@patrioticias.in

Page3 1



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

Somaliland’s status and the new geopolitical scramble for Horn of Africa

ArTfers 1 fRufY ok g1 3ifth srpiept & fre =18 y3rerifae dis

Somaliland last month, the self-declared republic on the Gulf of Aden has become central to
a struggle over mllltary access, ports and regional influence across the Red Sea corridor.
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Somaliland sits astride one of the world’s most strategic maritime choke points, flanked by
multiple conflicts in the Horn of Africa and West Asia.
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It declared independence from Somalia in 1991 but had never been recognised
internationally until Israel’s move.
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The recent recognition was fiercely opposed by the Somali government as an attack on its
territorial unity — a position backed by most African and Arab leaders.
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MiIitarx access

A=a ugH

But Somaliland’s assets — most crucially the port and airfield at Berbera, which have
been developed by the United Arab Emirates since 2016 to be capable of hosting large
naval and air assets — outweighed any potential concern about the diplomatic fall-out.

AT raTfirte P HulRraT — Yo Ul SRaRT BT §a37E 3R gaTs &7, B wyaa
3RY HRTA 7 2016 & fAwRyd forar @ difes 7 A 3R gars HufRy &) g fbar o
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A Somaliland official said new buildings and an airbase facility were recently completed at
Berbera by the UAE, which has a 25-year concession to build a military base.
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“What is at stake right now is military access,” said Roland Marchal, an expert on the region
with France’s National Centre for Scientific Research.
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For the Israelis, Somaliland offers a prime spot from which to attack Yemen’s Houthi
rebels, who have targeted Israel to show solidarity with Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.
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Berbera offers another hub for the quiet military cooperation between the UAE and Israel
that has expanded since the Emiratis formally recognised Israel under the U.S.-
sponsored Abraham Accords in 2020.
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The UAE did not criticise Israel for recognising Somaliland.

gus A QAT & ATt <1 & oY uRTSa &1 SMeaT Tal &

The Somali government said on Monday it was cancelling all agreements with the UAE for
“‘undermining national sovereignty”.
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¢ Analysts say the Emiratis are unlikely to formally recognise Somaliland as that would
worsen its already terrible ties with regional rival Saudi Arabia.
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e The Saudis “would view recognition as another affront and another example of the UAE
undermining Saudi Arabia’s authority and the ‘Arab consensus™, said Anna Jacobs, a Gulf
analyst.
TShal 3RT ‘I B Th 3R 3THM 3R UL GRI TSl 3R PI I 3R '3RT HATAT Bt
FHR HI $T TH AR Iae0 AT, HYT Al Abed, Tew fIzaus |

o Turkey has sided with Somalia, its key strategic partner in the region — host of its largest
international military base, a planned space-port and imminent oil-drilling projects.
T 8 3T T XU Seant et 1wl bt & — R sue oed a1
am'@uﬁwa@ T O WU @R Foe ufidw & aa f3fem meeea €

e The fragmentation of Somalia “could jeopardise Turkey’s progress and interests in the
country”, said Scott Romaniuk, a researcher at Budapest’s Corvinus University.
Trferar & fads ¥ 32 o gl @ wrfar 3 el &1 IRT 81 Yhall &7, F8T Whie AN,
ST & Pifd-d fayfaemea & Mywd|

¢ Not to mention Turkey’s long-standing opposition to Israel’s war in Gaza and fear of
encouraging its own separatists, the Kurds.

S ST, gﬁmaﬁwﬁﬁﬁawﬁw%w%ﬁmeﬁwﬂﬁﬁw
g, $a&l ! Uled H BT ST
e Turkey has maintained a foothold in Somaliland, said Federico Donelli of the University
of Trieste, and is closely allied with the UAE in other areas — highlighting the complexity of
regional dynamics.
3 "rfeds ® U udhs 991C Tt B, Fol belve! s, v fayfiemay &, ik
3= &t H qug & I e TganT ¥ § — I8 et nfoxfterar ot sifedrar &1 SR wRarg|
¢ Meanwhile, Somaliland is the only African territory, besides the tiny state of Eswatini, to

recognise Taiwan — enough to attract the ire of China, which also has significant
investments in Somalia.

3t o9, Jurferds srahar spidt &5 §, BIC o0 TRATA-t & SATdT, S argar & J=dT odl
& — a1 b 191 &1 T S fia R B, et wranferar o +ff Hewyuf Rawr 71

o Washington defended what it said was its Israeli ally’s right to recognise Somaliland,
although President Donald Trump said he was unlikely to follow suit, despite pressure from
some within his Republican party.

qIRfTe 7 e & foh T8 IqPT FeRIg el Hgalt ST HHIferds B HI=uar 31 31 fUPR g,
FIdiis IFUfd SIHTES T8 = $gT b I8 THT XA D1 HUTGHT o1 3@, 30 Rufere ardf o

EEECICICICICEE
e “The United States isnotatallina posmon to recognlse Somaliland,” Mr. Marchal said.
FE T ARSI e ot WIAIRIGS 31 A=er 33 3 fRufy & =181 8,7 o vt 3 e

¢ “The United States needs local allies. They can’t alienate Egypt, the Turks and Saudi
Arabia (all supporters of Somalia) at the same time.”

T IS SMNBT B RITT Teaifa ot raxaddr 81 3 T a1y 7, gaf ik aaat
3RT (@t Trfern & wud®) Bt AR T HR THA

e The United States can count on plenty of other military assets in the region, including ships
in the Red Sea and the Gulf, and the Baledogle airfield in Somalia.

Ta YT AR 87 B B8 3R A= JUfal IR 4RI R Tl 7, forad ¥ 3t ik Tt &
SIgTel, 3R ArATeraT ¥ SrdShTd gars & i |

Sovereign oversight
quy R

e Lostin the geopolitical scramble is any assessment of Somaliland’s own case for
independence.

YT dts & G 1 § Wifids & Waadl & U= Ad &1 HIs Jedih=|
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It has run its own affairs since 1991 and has been far more stable and democratic than the
rest of Somalia, but those are secondary considerations for its partners.

*ZT 1991 @mﬁwmﬁzgamn@r% 3R qrept e Bt g 7 31 fRR iR
APditP Ie1 8, AP 3 39 yriiarl F forg Moy AR B

“It's sad because the merits of Somaliland aren’t discussed,” Mr. Marchal said.

Tg @ & T SraTRIaS #t araaisi W =i T8 2, it 7 3 Hel

“What Somaliland has achieved, what it has failed at, is completely ignored.”

<TraTfrds = 31 g1y fasan, 399 R fawd 38T, 39 Ut aReE AoRsiar far m g1
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Quick commerce
platforms to stop
10-minute service

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delivery platforms Blinkit,
Zepto, Zomato, and Swiggy
are learnt to have decided
to remove the 10-minute
delivery system from their
applications after an inter-
vention by Union Labour
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya.

Gig and platform work-
ers went on a one-day
strike on December 31 and
one of their demands was
to end the delivery of items
in 10 minutes, citing acci-
dents and health issues. A
senior official said Mr.
Mandaviya had raised the
issue at a meeting held
with the aggregators last
week.

The Ministry sources
told The Hindu that Blinkit
has removed the 10-minute
delivery promise from its
branding and others are
expected to follow suit in
the coming days.

“They told the Minister
that it [10-minute delivery]
is being made possible
through warehouses at va-
rious locations and not by
putting pressure on work-
ers. However, Minister
urged them to to stop this
branding practice consi-
dering the health and wel-
fare of delivery workers
and the companies
agreed,” the official said.

The government source
added that the move is
aimed at ensuring greater
safety, security, and im-
proved working conditions
for gig workers. According-
ly, Blinkit has informed the
Ministry that the compa-
ny’s principal tagline has
been revised from
“10,000+ products deli-
vered in 10 minutes” to
“30,000+ products deli-
vered at your doorstep.”

The gig workers, in their
memorandum to Mr. Man-
daviya, had requested his
intervention to urgently
discontinue the 10-20 mi-

Gig workers had cited health
issues, accidents to discontinue
10-minute delivery. FILE PHOTO

nute service delivery man-
date to prioritise workers”
safety. The workers’ un-
ions have been arguing
that the practice put tre-
mendous pressure on the
delivery workers and had
also sought the Minister’s
help for regulating the plat-
forms and their work
practices.

‘A win for gig workers’

General secretary of Indian
Federation of App-Based
Transport Workers Shaik
Salauddin welcomed the
intervention of the govern-
ment and the subsequent
decision of the platforms.

“The 10-minute delivery
model forced delivery
partners into dangerous
road behaviour, extreme
stress, and unsafe working
conditions. We welcome
and thank Mr. Mandaviya
for listening to workers”
voices and intervening de-
cisively in the interest of
their safety,” he said. He
added that the Minister’s
intervention is a victory for
all gig and platform work-
ers, especially in the con-
text of the nationwide flash
strike and protests held
from December 25 to 31,
highlighting unsafe work
practices.

Aam Aadmi Party MP
Raghav Chadha, who had
voiced the problems faced
by gig workers in Parlia-
ment last month, posted
on his X handle: “Satya-
mev Jayate. Together, we
have won...”

Quick commerce platforms to stop 10-
minute service

fop wAd wewiH 10-fFe Ja1 ¢ I

e Quick commerce platforms to stop 10-minute service
fehs HIAd Wi 10-Me JaT dg B3

° Delivery platforms Blinkit, Zepto, Zomato, and
Swiggy are learnt to have decided to remove the 10-
minute delivery system from their applications after an
intervention by Union Labour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya.

feefiadl wiewH fRifdpe, Aet, Aer ok et 3 Sl
o WA AAHE WS & & & §1e 30U Yh
¥ 10-fe foefiadt Rivew gem &1 bhyaar fFa 3|

e  Gig and platform workers went on a one-day strike
on December 31 and one of their demands was to end
the delivery of items in 10 minutes, citing accidents and
health issues.

fRT 3IR wiewH 9y 31 iR @l ue-feawig gsaa
TR T & 3R 3@ 7R H 10 fire | fedfiadt ot v
HRAT M T, o gelerait 3fR ey qesit &1

garerl fam T AT

e A senior official said Mr. Mandaviya had raised the
issue at a meeting held with the aggregators last week.

T IR USRI A HeT fob it wethaan A s Iwe
Wi & 1Y g3 do | U8 HET S/ Tl

e  The Ministry sources told The Hindu that Blinkit has
removed the 10-minute delivery promise from its
branding and others are expected to follow suit in the
coming days.

TATH o A A ¢ &g & aamn fos [&ifdre 7 s sifdn 9
10-fire fEeadt 1 arat 51 faan & SR oy Hufal A oft
3 aret fet H T & i IAfia B

e  “They told the Minister that it [10-minute delivery] is
being made possible through warehouses at various
locations and not by putting pressure on workers.
However, Minister urged them to stop this branding
practice considering the health and welfare of delivery
workers and the companies agreed,” the official said.
381 Tl BT gl b [10-FiFe fEdtas] falte = wr
el & HTead § ¥Yd 81 X8 &, 7 & 4fe! R g9
STAaR | gretifes, TaAt A feeftadt gt & wara 3R
BTV D! A | G gU 3Y SIS TAT DI A DT 3T
foar SfR Sufat wgad g1 7S, e Rl 3 FaTl

e  The govemment source added that the move is
aimed at ensuring greater safety, security, and improved
working conditions for gig workers.

WHR! G A ST b T8 Hed 7T gy & g sifere
TR&T, W& 3R doR Bl ufkfRuferat &1 gFfa o= &
EEACRCE]

e  Accordingly, Blinkit has informed the Ministry that
the company’s principal tagline has been revised from
“10,000+ products delivered in 10 minutes” to “30,000+
products delivered at your doorstep.”

$9d SIHR, fRifdpe = Harer 1 gferd a8 fb bl
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&1 & STTarz “10 FiFe § 10,000+ IaTe fEefiar” & SEAHR “3MUP aTat 9% 30,000+
Sare fEdftay = i ma g

The gig workers, in their memorandum to Mr. Mandaviya, had requested his intervention to
urgently discontinue the 10-20 minute service delivery mandate to prioritise workers’
safety.

T adhdd A off weTfaan &1 fau 0= 9= & Afie! &t GREm &1 urffiear ¢4 o g 10-20
firTe da1 fediadt sifrardar o qarra d¢ M &1 SFRIY foam T

The workers’ unions have been arguing that the practice put tremendous pressure on the
delivery workers and had also sought the Minister’s help for regulating the platforms and their
work practices.

a6 gATH &1 db 8T © b 78wt feehiadt ahd W 3rcafiies gama STemdt € 3iR 35
WehiH SR 3! 1wt & faue & forg oft w5 9 vee T o

‘A win for gig workers’

T g & forg siter

General secretary of Indian Federation of App-Based Transport Workers Shaik
Salauddin welcomed the intervention of the government and the subsequent decision of the
platforms.

33T s 3T TU-a%S U g & HeNfd WG HeaTSE I o IWPHR & gy
3R WewhH & TG & had BT WRIT ol

“The 10-minute delivery model forced delivery partners into dangerous road behaviour,
extreme stress, and unsafe working conditions. We welcome and thank Mr. Mandaviya for
listening to workers’ voices and intervening decisively in the interest of their safety,” he said.
“10-fire fEehiad) Aisd A fEhiad) urdd & IRTTP TS& TaER, FAUPH 19 3R
SRRfard Hr uifRufadt & ydba far| 5o 4ffe! &1 Sifar I ofk Sa! e & figd &
fufae geaad B & o o weTfan &1 W@ iR Y=raTe 3Rd 8, S8 el

He added that the Minister’s intervention is a victory for all gig and platform workers,
especially in the context of the nationwide flash strike and protests from December 25 to
31, highlighting unsafe work practices.

I8 et fas Tt o1 geaay gt T SiR WewiH adhd & fo oitd §, W 25 9 31 feiaR
% BU SR TRt RIS SR ARy wexi= & Ty &, forgin sRRfard wrf naumsit &t
IR foban|

Aam Aadmi Party MP Raghav Chadha, who had voiced the problems faced by gig workers
in Parliament last month, posted on his X handle: “Satyamev Jayate. Together, we have
won...”

3ATH 3T uTd wive Iud Ty, i e agH Wug | i adhd &t gawn 38 off, A
30 X §8@ TR Uie fapa: - wIad | |y frass guA sha sl a1 2.
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Trump’s latest tariff
threat on Iran to have
little impact on India

India’s trade with Iran declined significantly after 2019 following US.

sanctions against that country, while overall trade levels have been small

T.C.A. Sharad havan
NEW DELHI

ndia’s overall trade
lscenario is not likely

to face much of an im-
pact if it were to stop trad-
ing with Iran in response to
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s new threat of a
25% tariff on any country
doing business with Iran,
official data showed.

However, it could tem-
porarily impact some sec-
tors such as rice, tea, fresh
fruits, and essential oils, as
per the data.

“Effective immediately,
any Country doing busi-
ness with the Islamic Repu-
blic of Iran will pay a Tariff
of 25% on any and all busi-
ness being done with the
United States of America,”
Mr. Trump posted on
Truth Social early morning
on January 13.

Mr. Trump’s actions are
in reaction to the Iranian
government’s  apparent
crackdown on protestors
in that country.

India has a history of
stopping or reducing trade
with Iran in response to
U.S. actions. India’s trade
with Iran declined signifi-
cantly after 2019, following
the sanctions imposed on
that country by the U.S.
However, even prior to
this, the overall trade levels
had remained relatively
small, with the two coun-
tries largely engaging with
each other in a few sectors.

Firing line: Trump’s actions are in reaction to the Iran government’s
apparent crackdown on protestors in that country. REUTERS

According to trade ex-
perts, if India were to stop
trading with Iran, while
some sectors might feel
short-term pain, Iran’s
share is small enough that
India will soon be able to
find alternatives. Others
say that most of what India
exports to Iran can be clas-
sified as humanitarian pro-
ducts, and so it remains to
be seen whether they will
be counted as “doing busi-
ness” with that country.

“As we all know that the
trade with Iran is outside
the sanctions imposed by
U.S., given the humanitar-
ian nature of most of these
products,” the Federation
of Indian Export Organisa-
tions (FIEO) said in a state-
ment. “And therefore,
FIEO is of the view that the
impact of additional 25%
tariff imposed by U.S. on
any country doing busi-
ness with Iran will almost
have no impact on India.”

An analysis by The Hin-
du of the latest trade data

with the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry shows
that Iran accounted for
0.26% ($764.5 million) of
India’s total exports in
FY26 up to November
2025. This share has been
falling consistently since
FY20, when Iran’s share in
India’s exports was 1.1%.

Of India’s exports to
Iran, a whopping 61% ($756
million) in 2025-26 so far
was basmati rice. If India
were to stop exporting to
Iran in response to the U.S.
tariff threats, this is a sec-
tor that could face some
pain as basmati rice ex-
ports to Iran made up 13.1%
of India’s total basmati rice
exports this year.

The other sectors that
might feel an impact are
tea, with Iran making up
5.6% of India’s tea exports,
essential oils (5.4%), and
fresh fruits (5.3%).

Iran’s share in India’s to-
tal imports stood at 2.7% in
FY17, and was 0.04% as of
November 2025.

Trump’s latest tari threat
on Iran to have little impact
on India

Y WR ¢U F 191 e
YHP! BT HRT WX FH 3T

. India’s trade with Iran
declined significantly after 2019
following U.S. sanctions against
that country, while overall trade
levels have been small

3ifve! ufedel & 91g 2019 & TG
M & TIY YR BT ATUR HTHT
Ye T, TSP Hd IR TR Ugd
IR
o India’s overall trade scenario
is not likely to face much of an
impact if it were to stop trading with
Iran in response to U.S. President
Donald Trump’s new threat of a
25% taril] on any country doing
business with Iran, social data
showed.
RGNS 3fidhs! & SFUR, IS
:rﬁrm S & 1Y SATIR ﬁm% g

arﬁﬁaﬁﬂgqﬁrmgq
foreit +ff A=1 R 25% R i 75
YD & daelg HRA & JHY AR
g? 3P SR TS Pt GHIGT 8]

|

. However, it could
temporarily impact some sectors
such as rice, tea, fresh fruits, and
essential oils, as per the data.
BT, s & IR ST
TTqd, I, 99 B d, 3R aaD
Ao 3 T 81 TR S T
U8 qHal g |

. “Effective immediately, any
Country doing business with the
Islamic Republic of Iran will pay a
Taril] of 25% on any and all
business being done with the
United States of America,” Mr.
Trump posted on Truth Social
early morning on January 13.

“TD T YHTE T,

3P I & 1Y AR HRA arell

B3 ot 3 T T SMNST & T 11 a1d &R AR R 25% W 7,7 13 WSt Bt
o6 ¢U - Y Hiwre W e

e Mr. Trump’s actions are in reaction to the Iranian government’s apparent crackdown on
protestors in that country.
PRATS 3T WHR gRT S H USRI UR HRATE ! Ufaishar & sars o @l g

e India has a hlstory of stopping or reducing trade with Iran in response to U.S. actions.

| & a1 | Up TT g & 3fagr @I 8|

U &1 g

YR BT S & 1Y TTUR

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 7



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

India’s trade with Iran declined significantly after 2019, following the sanctions imposed on
that country by the U.S.

ERT AT T gfadel & 91 2019 & §1G HRA P13 & 1 UR HI%T e T
However, even prior to this, the overall trade levels had remained relatively small, with the
two countries largely engaglng with each other in a few sectors.

gIelifer, STY Uge ot G AN & ol o IR TR SHUETHT HH 8t T6T 3R ATUR TS &1 &t
RERIEGRIN

According to trade experts, if India were to stop trading with Iran, while some sectors might
feel short-term pain, Iran’s share is small enough that India will soon be able to find
alternatives.

TR faRius & SFUR, afe YR S & I1Y ATUR §g BT 8 O TS &1 I DT ID
TP 5l ol 5, Al SIH B [FRIGRT 31 B § [ YR g of faded ga o |

Others say that most of what India exports to Iran can be classified as humanitarian
products, and so it remains to be seen whether they will be counted as “doing business”
with that country.

T BT B 8 [ YR GRT S BT Fid by T arat SHRres =1 IadTe W IdTe &,
SN I8 ST/ 911 § [ S5 “TTIR HRAT AT SIS a1 81|

“As we all know that the trade with Iran is outside the sanctions imposed by the U.S., given
the humanitarian nature of most of these products,” the Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO) said in a statement.

YR frafa Wres weri" (FIEO) 7 U 991 | &gl ST foh 81 9Fd &, 37 SdTG! &b
AT Ypfa & HROTIRE & WY AR At ufadel & R e g1’

“And therefore, FIEO is of the view that the impact of additional 25% taril | imposed by the
U.S. on any country doing business with Iran will have almost no impact on India.”

ST, FIEQ &1 AT § o S & AT HUR = ard bt HT G/ R 3MRBT §RT TFIIE U
3ffafad 25% SR BT HRT W ATHT BIS YU 81 IS

An analysis by The Hindu of the latest trade data with the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry shows that Iran accounted for 0.26% ($764.5 million) of India’s total exports in
FY26 up to November 2025.

TSy 3R FENT HATAT & FdIHaH IR 3Hibs) & & fig gRT T T8 fazawor 3 uar ear 8
foh T9aR 2025 TF FY26 T YR & Ha Haid H 5 B [GRaRT 0.26% ($764.5 faferas) <t

This share has been falling consistently since FY20, when Iran’s share in India’s exports was
1.1%.

g iRl FY20 & §1G § TIIAR U¢ 61 8, 9d HRA & Faid H $30 1 fewarT 1.1% ot

Of India’s exports to Iran, a whopping 61% ($756 million) in 2025-26 so far was basmati
rice.

2025-26 H 3{§ T 3 DI YR & Fafd & T 61% ($756 Hferas) foxan sawdt =9mad &1 3@
If India were to stop exporting to Iran in response to the U.S. tariff threats, this is a sector that
could face some pain as basmati rice exports to Iran made up 13.1% of India’s total basmati
rice exports this year.

gfe; AR &1 CRW yHfedl & Sfard § YR M $I F31d § Rl 8, d I8 & guIfad &t
THdT ¢ i 39 a¥ S B! IIHT A9 BT (Had YR & $d SHdT arad atd &1 13.1%
el

The other sectors that might feel an impact are tea, with Iran making up 5.6% of India’s tea
exports, essential oils (5.4%), and fresh fruits (5.3%).

3G YHTIT 811 1t &7 I 8, ForTd 33 o1 iRRERY 5.6%, STIRIP A (5.4%), 3R aTet
B (5.3%) B

Iran’s share in India’s total imports stood at 2.7% in FY17, and was 0.04% as of November
2025.

YR & $ AT H 337 i GRIGRT FY17 | 2.7% o, S AdaR 2025 TP ICHR 0.04% I8

T3 |
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Rice exporters seek
Commerce Ministry’s
help to clear payments

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Rice exporters sought the
Union Commerce Minis-
try’s help on Tuesday to
clear pending dues from
importers in Iran amid
growing civil unrest in that
country, one of the major
importers of basmati and
other varieties of Indian
rice. While Iran continues
to be one of India’s most
significant destinations for
basmati rice, the current fi-
nancial year has seen
growing stress on order
flows, payment cycles, and
shipment schedules due to
the prevailing instability in
the country, the Indian
Rice Exporters Federation
(IREF) has said in an advi-
sory issued to its members.

The IREF’s office-bear-
ers met senior Commerce
Ministry officials and ap-
prised them of the situa-
tion. The IREF said in a re-
lease that the immediate
fallout of the situation in
Iran is evident in Indian
markets too, where basma-
ti prices have softened

sharply within days.

“Exporters must exer-
cise heightened caution,
particularly with respect to
credit exposure and ship-
ment timelines,” the IREF’s
statement said. India ex-
ported 5.99 lakh tonnes of
basmati rice worth $468.10
million to Iran during
April-November of the
2025-26 financial year, ac-
cording to the IREF. The
prices of popular domestic
basmati rice varieties, in-
cluding 1121, 1509, and
1718, have fallen by about
¥5in a week.

“Iran has historically
been a pillar market for In-
dian basmati. However, the
current internal turmoil
has disrupted trade chan-
nels, slowed payments and
dented buyer confidence,”
the IREF’s national presi-
dent Prem Garg said in the
statement.

“Importers have con-
veyed their inability to ho-
nour existing commit-
ments and remit payments
to India, creating uncer-
tainty for exporters,” the
IREF said.

Rice exporters seek Commerce Ministry’s
help to clear payments

T9d frafae e FAuer & fie
qIfoTST HATed A Heg AT &

eRice exporters sought the
Union Commerce
Ministry’s help on
Tuesday to clear pending
dues from importers in Iran
amid growing civil unrest
in that country, one of the
major importers of
basmati and other
varieties of Indian rice.
a1ad Fafad! 3 HTeaR o Hig arforsy @ared 9
M P Tae! A dfea g IR Fues # Aeg
Tif, STgT dd ARTR® 3Iifd & g I8 o= arawe
3R 3T U A1ad e BT U U ST o |
eWhile Iran continues to be one of India’s most
significant destinations for basmati rice, the current
financial year has seen growing stress on order
flows, payment cycles, and shipment schedules
due to the prevailing instability in the country, the
Indian Rice Exporters Federation (IREF) has said in
an advisory issued to its members.

TEfP T THA Tad & fol URd & Jad

Tidaal § 9 U &1 gofT 7, I fawitg af & 3z ot
Hiolel SRR & HRUT TS WaTg, YI b, 3R
Rrye Yega R Iea1 ga@ 3@ T 8, U §iEET

AT TRIUICH BSIVA (IREF) 7 304 TeH| I SRY
R d BRI

eThe IREF’s ice-bearers met senior Commerce
Ministry officials and apprised them of the situation.

IREF & USITUPIRAY = aRy arforsy #ared &
SfRPINGT ¥ ot HR 3% (RS T ST x|

e The IREF said in a release that the immediate fallout of the situation in Iran is evident in
Indian markets too, where basmati prices have softened sharply within days.

IREF A U fogfe & et fob SR o1 UMY BT deopTal SRR UIRA

IO § Y fova 8T 8, e

TR B BHG $3 81 i3 J Aot ¥ R St B
o “Exporters must exercise heightened caution, particularly with respect to credit exposure
and shipment timelines,” the IREF’s statement said.
IREF & 9919 § Fgl a1, “Fafde! & faviy ¥u § $ide Sifaw ok Rude gwia &
e & 3rftrer Tadbar sxa- dmgyl”
e India exported 5.99 lakh tonnes of basmati rice worth $468.10 million to Iran during April-
November of the 2025-26 financial year, according to the IREF.

IREF & 38R, YRd = 2025-26 faig adf & siia—"daR & GRM 53 &I 5.99 ARG &1
TR AT $468.10 fafer go &1 fafd fasan

e The prices of popular domestic basmati rice varieties, including 1121, 1509, and 1718, have
fallen by about 5 in a week.

BT TR TR TG fHeAT 1121, 1509, 3R 1718 BT 1A Th JwTg H T €5 IR 718

gl

¢ “Iran has historically been a pillar market for Indian basmati. However, the current internal
turmoil has disrupted trade channels, slowed payments and dented buyer confidence,”
the IREF’s national president Prem Garg said in the statement.
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IREF & ISR 3reaaf 4 1 3 9 # g, S0 UfdeTRies U 4 HRA SRl & fog ue
Y IR 38T 3| BT, HiclaT Sfiaf¥es SUA-Ue - SaTuR a=Tal &) sied fbar 8, Yarar
i fpU § 3R @GR & HRIA &) THuH Ugarn 1

“Importers have conveyed their inability to honour existing commitments and remit
payments to India, creating uncertainty for exporters,” the IREF said.

IREF 3 %gT, “3ardeh! 2 Hieigl

iAo &, Forad Frafde! & forw srfif3raer der gl s 21

Insurance Foreign Direct Investment, coming a full circle
oS 1l Economy 4

K. Nitya Kalyani

In 1991, alongside India’s
big liberalisation push and
the new industrial policy,
planning began for reform
of the insurance industry
which was then a govern-
ment monopoly. [n 1993, a
committee was set up to re-
commend changes.

The core recommenda-
tion of the Report of the
Committee for Reforms in
the Insurance Sector
(1994), headed by Dr R. N.
Malhotra, former Gover-
nor of the Reserve Bank of
India, was to allow private
and foreign capital into the
industry in a phased man-
ner. Last month, the Sabka
Bima  Sabki  Raksha
(Amendment of Insurance
Laws) Act, 2025, was
passed allowing 100% fo-
reign direct investment
(FDI). With that, the indus-
try has come a full circle in
terms of ownership.

When the Malhotra
Committee Report (MCR)
was submitted, the very
idea of private or foreign
capital was the subject of
intense debate. It was loud-
ly decried as the beginning
of the end of many things,
including infrastructure in-
vestments and govern-
ment social welfare spend-
ing supported by the
investment portfolio of in-
surers, particularly the Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC).

For the better part of the
1990s, it was a case of
much talk and little - often
aborted - action. Each go-
vernment tabled a Bill to
liberalise insurance, and
the Opposition failed to
support it. When the go-
vernment changed, it was
action replay, but with
players reversing roles.

IRA set up

A “voluntary’ body called
the Insurance Regulatory
Authority (IRA) was creat-
ed and it set about hearing

opinions from various sec-
tions of business and socie-
ty and studying insurance
regulations in other coun-
tries to work out India-
specific rules for the
future.

Stakeholders in the in-
surance space from within
India and abroad met fre-
quently at conferences and
seminars organised by the
three apex industry asso-
ciations to discuss liberali-
sation of the industry.

New entrants into this
circle were reporters like
myself, tasked with cover-
ing an industry that was
just beginning to emerge in

Lot to cover: Much more coverage of insurance is yet to come of age in India. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

bents. There was
anticipation among some
insurance company em-
ployees too, because new
companies offered lucra-
tive jobs and high-flying ca-
reers outside the bounds of
the public sector.

As it happened then

The Indian insurance in-
dustry had been national-
ised for various historical
reasons, and this was done
in two instalments. Life in-
surance was taken over in
1956, leading to the mono-
lithic LIC. General insu-
rance was nationalised in
1972, consolidated into

public consci asa

four c with equal

business rather than a so-
cial service like business
activity operating in a
black box.

As an insider - having
worked in the insurance in-
dustry earlier and later in
the financial press - I could
sense both excitement and
hope among those who
wanted in, and resent-
ment, confusion and des-
pair among the incum-

business sizes, and the
General Insurance Corpo-
ration of India (GIC) was
created as a holding
company.

These new companies
had exemplary technical
training, structured profes-
sional qualification sys-
tems and well-defined
management systems - in-
cluding accounts, audit
and internal audit. Their

transparent recruitment,
prometion and posting/
transfer policies became
more refined over time.

With its strong focus on
training in a business re-
plete with technicalities,
legal frameworks and deep
domain knowledge across
industries - from aviation
to agriculture, manufactur-
ing to healthcare and tran-
sportation and the vast
area of investment of all
kinds - the general insu-
rance sector became hunt-
ing ground for talent to
staff and lead a significant
number of insurance com-
panies in the Gulf and sev-
eral Asian countries.

A similar story unfolded
in life insurance, with an
important addition. Indian
actuaries of pre-LIC vin-
tage suddenly found them-
selves with only one em-
ployer. Many emigrated
and went on to excel in in-
dependent practice and se-
nior actuarial roles across
the world.

Liberalisation in the
1990s promised to recreate

such opportunities within
India.

MCR or IRA notwith-
standing, insurance re-
forms waited for over halfa
decade until the Insurance
Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority (IRDA) Act,
1999, was passed. It crys-
tallised the framework for
the industry  going
forward.

Not just FDI

Apart from private capital,
both Indian and foreign,
other key objectives in-
cluded more products, bet-
ter customer service, high-
er penetration and density
and expanded coverage in
rural areas and among eco-
nomically weaker sections.
Each of these areas re-
mains a work in progress,
with varying degrees of
success after 25 years.

How much is too much?
There are certainly more
insurance products today,
offered by over 60 insu-
rance companies. They are
innovative, push the enve-
lope and offer solutions to
many known problems,
some unknown problems
and some that probably do
not really exist!

In fact, the industry may
just have over performed
here and there are too ma-
ny policies now, making
decision-making extremely
challenging for customers
since too many options
means no options. With
quantity, clarity is lost and
the time may be ripe to
simplify and streamline of-
ferings, keeping sophisti-
cated insurance covers for
select, corporate segments
or high net worth indivi-
duals rather than for every-
day motor or home insu-
rance policies for the
common man.

On the subject of
streamlining, simplifying
policy wordings would goa
long way in making access
to insurance more realistic

and meaningful for the
common man.

Penetration, density
Insurance penetration and
insurance density are two
important metrics of the
industry’s  development.
They are also markers of a
country’s economic deve-
lopment, indicating ade-
quacy or otherwise of so-
cial security and financial
protection in the context of
death of earning members
of families, hospitalisation
expenses, post-retirement
living expenses or loss of
property.

Insurance penetration is
the percentage of insu-
rance premiums to GDP
and insurance density is
the ratio of premium to
population, in  other
words, per capita premi-
um.

A comparison of these
parameters for India bet-
ween around 1998-1999 to
202425 is eye-opening.
Statistics show that both
have grown over this pe-
riod, but have a long way
to catch up with other
countries.

Insurance penetration
in 1999 was 1.93% of the
GDP of ¥1.15 lakh crore. Af-
ter about a quarter century
of liberalisation, in 2024-
25, it grew to 3.7% of the
GDP of ¥330.68 lakh crore.
That is, penetration has al-
most doubled as a percen-
tage of GDP, which has it-
self grown over 17 times.

Similarly, when it comes
to insurance density, in
1999, the per capita spend
on insurance (life and non-
life together) was $8.5
(about ¥432), and the pop-
ulation then was 99.1
crore. In 2024-25 it was
about $97 per capita
(about ¥9,000), the popu-
lation being 144 crore.

The world’s average in-
surance penetration for
2024 was around 7.3% in
2024 and density was
$943, showing that India

Insurance Foreign Direct Investment, coming a full circle

atar o fae=ht weaer fHa=r, qof = Q1 HRar g

In 1991, alongside India’s big liberalisation push and the new industrial policy, planning
began for reform of the insurance industry which was then a government monopoly.

1991 H, HRd & &3 ISR SHTH 3R

T L= g5, Sl S THT TRPR THIADR 47|
In 1993, a committee was set up to recommend changes.
1993 ¥, 954l &t RIBIRTT & fae T |fdyfa 1féd &t 75|
The core recommendation of the Report of the Committee for Reforms in the Insurance
Sector (1994), headed by Dr R. N. Malhotra, former Governor of the Reserve Bank of

India, was to allow private and foreign capital into the industry in a phased manner.

& A guR aifa @1 faid (1994) 31 g7 R

, gt aregerdr Y. 3R, T

has a way to go yet.

Delight & despair
Customer service was a
sore point during the pu-
blic sector monopoly era.
After liberalisation, com-
petitive forces, aided by
technology and growing
awareness have trans-
formed this parameter.
Whether it is sufficient re-
mains an open question,
given the rise in com-
plaints, their nature and
the rate at which they are
resolved. Having said that,
the awareness would also
be contributing to willing-
ness to raise complaints
and disputes.

There are many chan-
nels for insurance grie-
vances. The insurance
company itself, IRDAI's
website where customers
can complain simultane-
ously overseen by the regu-
lator, the IRDAl initiated in-
surance  portal Bima
Bharosa, and the most for-
mal forum, the quasi-judi-
cial Insurance Ombud-
sman. While  some
channels saw as much as a
20% increase in com-
plaints compared to last
year, some had the same
volumes. However, pen-
dency seems to have
grown alarmingly, almost
doubling in many chan-
nels. A significant portion
of the complaints related
to claims and mis-selling.

With time and technolo-
gy, customer awareness
grows. And with it, expec-
tations of better service.
Alongside customer de-
light where claims are set-
tled in a faceless environ-
ment and without follow
ups, insurance customers
have also become more fa-
miliar with the frustration
of never being able to
speak to a real human be-
ing when policy service is
actually needed.

An important focus area
of insurance reforms, insu-
rance for weaker sections,

wfaagarsit & AU ok YRa I YIrar Jom & s

has been a relatively high-
profile success. This is
mainly due to mass health
insurance schemes for be-
low-poverty-line families,
enthusiastically adopted
by State governments as a
social welfare measure. Ay-
ushman  Bharat, the
Centre’s flagship mass
health insurance scheme,
was largely inspired by
programmes such as And-
hra Pradesh’s Arogyasri
and Tamil Nadu’s Compre-
hensive Health Insurance
Scheme. Ayushman Bharat
covers over 55 crore benef-
iciaries, who earlier did
not have this ¥5 lakh finan-
cial security against illness
and hospitalisation. Add to
this about 16 crore benefi-
ciary families of various
State government run
mass insurance schemes.

These schemes have
glaring gaps in execution
and operation, but are re-
portedly learning to fix
them and correct errors as
they go along.

1t does follow that signif-
icant awareness about in-
surance is being created at
this socio-economic level
and this could well be
seeping into other walks of
life.

Apart from companies,
regulators and consumers,
an important stakeholder
that drives progress in any
industry is the press.

Much more coverage of
insurance, as a financial
product and as one of the
country’s most impactful
financial industries, is yet
to come of age in India. It
must begin with deeper
homework, a study of tech-
nicalities of the subject and
the market, sharper ques-
tions to the industry and
regulatory agencies and
the ability to recognise
whether the answers of-
fered are sufficientand tru-
ly appropriate.

(The writer is a business
Jjournalist focusing n insu-
rance & corporate history)

3enfire Hifa & Ty, S I9hT 7 gur @t
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HegT, HRIg Rerd 9% & gd gk 3 1, 32 o el 3R fadeht yolt & wRoeg @i @
3 & @ Tl

e Last month, the Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha (Amendment of Insurance Laws) Act, 2025,
was passed allowing 100% foreign direct investment (FDI).

fUd 75, Ta®T ST Ga@! I&T (@91 S =) sifaferm, 2025 oia fasar o,
fore 100% fad=ht weaer fd=r (FDI) Y SrqHfa & TS|

o With that, the industry has come a full circle in terms of ownership.
S W1 BT, TWIfAa & da 7 I A qul s I i o)

e When the Malhotra Committee Report (MCR) was submitted, the very idea of private or
foreign capital was the subject of intense debate.

ﬁa&n@mv&lﬁﬁﬁé(mcmwﬁnﬁ,aﬁﬁvﬁmﬁﬁﬁwﬁaﬂﬁ?ﬂamm
|

e It was loudly decried as the beginning of the end of many things, including infrastructure
investments and government social welfare spending supported by the investment
portfolio of insurers, particularly the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC).

S S el & oid BT YA F =T A 2 Wedl B THRT 7T, R SFariverT Fiasr iR
PRI ATHITS 10T g M &, 7578 S arstt & fawr gidwiferat, vy g &
YR sitaq ST f/1 (Lic), &1 amf= v )

e For the better part of the 1990s, it was a case of much talk and little — often aborted — action.
1990 & SRIP & AH THI H, I8 9gd I 3R dgd HH — RR S — HRATS BT AT
gl

e Each government tabled a Bill to liberalise insurance, and the Opposition failed to support it.
éﬁwﬁaﬁmmasmwﬁwwm 3R faues Su@HT TRA A |

gl

o When the government changed, it was action replay, but with players reversing roles.

OTd WRBHR 9, <l dg] PRATS alexTs 15, Ao YIS I T5 |

IRA set up
IRA @1 RITYAT

e A ‘voluntary’ body called the Insurance Regulatory Authority (IRA) was created and it set
about hearing opinions from various sections of business and society and studying insurance
regulations in other countries to work out India-specific rules for the future.

a1 e wfireRor (IRA) 1S Te Tafese Fem sHmm man, e e 3R T &
T Tl ¥ X AT I T SiR 3 <=1 & oA fFawl &1 SierH ) yiaw & iy HiRd-
fafRry gy dOR & o1 yar fasan

e Stakeholders in the insurance space from within India and abroad met frequently at
conferences and seminars organised by the three apex industry associations to discuss
liberalisation of the industry.

YRA 3R faewr & §i01 87 & RauRs 91 =fid I el R Smaiford weesl iR Jftrry
T SR i Xg dlfes STRT & IERIBIUT R T4 BI off U |

¢ New entrants into this circle were reporters like myself, tasked with covering an industry that
was just beginning to emerge in public consciousness as a business rather than a social
service like business activity operating in a black box.

Y TR A U Yahal A O UFAPR &, 1 TR SN 1 SR 6 BI HIH JIT 777 4T S
Ao I H aHrd & 9 § IHRAT L= = 8T I, 7 o Arfore Aar okft e e o
e arlt Tiafafy & = F|

e As aninsider — having worked in the insurance industry earlier and later in the financial
press — | could sense both excitement and hope among those who wanted in, and
resentment, confusion and despair among the incumbents.

To g Sfad % &0 B — R Uga S 8T J SR S8 F st & o s —
Ta A6 aTall A SoATe 3R TR, 3R His[eT HHARal o SMehiRT, YA iR R vegy &R
Hehdl UTI

o There was anticipation among some insurance company employees too, because new
companies offered lucrative jobs and high-flying careers outside the bounds of the public
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sector.
FE 9 Sl HHamal § off Sgwar A, Fifd T3 Hufar smede NeRAl iR Ardwi-e
& B ST U TR S IS aTd HIAR U™ &R et of|

e As it happened then
S qHY T g3l

¢ TheIndian insurance industry had been nationalised for various historical reasons, and
this was done in two instalments.
YRt dtr I &1 fafte AT sRult @ gt fosam 7 o1, SiR 98 & @Rl ®
Tl

e Life insurance was taken over in 1956, leading to the monolithic LIC.
Sftae dt|T o1 1956 T 3iRifed fovar o, foret fa=ma Lic s & S|

o General insurance was nationalised in 1972, consolidated into four companies with equal
business sizes, and the General Insurance Corporation of India (GIC) was created as a
holding company.
|G ST B 1972 W ASTSHd {601 71, GHH a9/ 3R dTell IR uf-ral § Jafdbd
forar T, 3R MR [T 19T fARTH (GIC) & ST Su=it & &0 | §rar 4|

e These new companies had exemplary technical training, structured professional
qualification systems and well-defined management systems — including accounts,
audit and internal audit.

3§ 93 HUll § ISP aPpie UIRI&TT, FRIT URIaR TRgar yonferar $iR YRa® ueae=
wonferat off — o &, siifse ok sriafve siffee wnfia 2
e Their transparent recruitment, promotion and posting/transfer policies became more
refined over time. \
3! URER eff, uafa o wifmRuTiaRor ifoat W & Ty eifiew ufvsgpd gidt w2
o With its strong focus on training in a business replete with technicalities, legal frameworks
and deep domain knowledge across industries — from aviation to agriculture,
manufacturing to healthcare and transportation and the vast area of investment of all
kinds — the general insurance sector became hunting ground for talent to staff and lead a
significant number of insurance companies in the Gulf and several Asian countries.

dB-IPt Ugqsh, HrET el 3R e S 1 I WRR 991 § Ufkieor iR 7eigd &9 &
1 — famr @ Y, fafmior & Tarea Jar iR ufvge aur o veR & fHaw & fawra &
T — ATHT=T oTAT &3 gfadn &1 Rrer & 57 7, o @t ok 3 ulRrrs 3= 8 s
7 St ® W 3R Aqd UeH |

e A similar story unfolded in life insurance, with an important addition.
Sita T F 4t 33 RE Bt B WA TS, Th Hedqu! ofe & I |

¢ Indian actuaries of pre-LIC vintage suddenly found themselves with only one employer.

LIC 9 U8Q & &R & HRT TaRISrIe A Qe ! had T fedr & Iy urd 3|

o Many emigrated and went on to excel in independent practice and senior actuarial roles
across the world.

H3 A fad=r 9a MU 3R g R A wadd My ok aivy vegeifvaa yftrerst & Sy
U= |
e Liberalisation in the 1990s promised to recreate such opportunities within India.

1990 F TRIP BT SGRIBIVT YRd & IR T BT 3awRT DI GH: Jiord I BT aal Hal AT

¢ MCR or IRA notwithstanding, insurance reforms waited for over half a decade until the
Insurance Regulatory and Deve!opment Authority (IRDA) Act, 1999, was passed.
MCR IT IRA & STa[G, SHT JURT B TS GR1P | TP Ucilen -1 IS, SId b fob ST

e 3k faera wiftrezur 1IRDA) Sififaa, 1999 ula =€t garm
o It crystallised the framework for the industry going forward.

3T 3 & forw IeT & &l &Y WP &9 fa|

Not just FDI ]
&qd FDI g =181

e Apart from private capital, both Indian and foreign, other key objectives included more
products, better customer service, higher penetration and density and expanded
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coverage in rural areas and among economically weaker sections.

ol geft, yRdT 3R o=t QR & sreman, 3 T Ieat o SiftIe IUTe, AgaR ATEP [,
I U3 3R Tied a1 Irftor &Y SR e w1 & Sueik ot & fawaia wave i 3
Each of these areas remains a work in progress, with varying degrees of success after 25
years.

79 A U & BTd I UR S g3 §, 3R 25 anl & a1e; fafir wR &t o o S B

How much is too much?

fpa aif¥re aga e 2

There are certainly more insurance products today, offered by over 60 insurance
companies.

3Tt T3 ¥ ¥ i St Ieurg &, o8 60 & 3ifies &iam uf~ral U= HR 351 5

They are innovative, push the envelope and offer solutions to many known problems,
some unknown problems and some that probably do not really exist!

d A=Yt §, WY 3 9gTd § IR Fs ITd TERAISH, $F IR eI 3R o U
TS & T YeH d7d ¢ ol e aRad d Mejg gt 718l g1

In fact, the industry may just have over performed here and there are too many policies
now, making decision-making extremely challenging for customers since too many
options means no options.

qRda B, I A IE Jg1 Sifd-ue=iH a1 § ¢iR o  aga iftre uifafRml §, /s Jes! &
forg frofa @A srcda gl €Y o § Fifes aga oifties fawen @1 ordf @ #1 fawey 1Y
With quantity, clarity is lost and the time may be ripe to simplify and streamline offerings,
keeping sophisticated insurance covers for select, corporate segments or high net worth
individuals rather than for everyday motor or home insurance policies for the common
man.

ATAT & T AT S STl 8 3R JHI 311 71 ¢ fob Yaral &1 W Si¥ Goaateud foar o,
3R I T FaR H! gf+ia PRURE WM 1 3= e e ara afemal ao dfd @
ST, 7 o5 A=y safa & forg JAeRT &1 Hiew a1 g1 St uitarm 3|

On the subject of streamlining, simplifying policy wordings would go a long way in making
access to insurance more realistic and meaningful for the common man.

TRABOT & fawg &, uifereft o ToT Pt WA I W= A & e dar 9@ uga &t
3% saragTi® 3R 1yl &9 § 9gd Hag &l

Penetration, density
95, U

Insurance penetration and insurance density are two important metrics of the industry’s
development.

1 03 3R ST T I & Iy & < Heayyf ATuds §

They are also markers of a country’s economic development, indicating adequacy or
otherwise of social security and financial protection in the context of death of earning
members of families, hospitalisation expenses, post-retirement living expenses or loss
of property.

3 Tl <=1 & 3Mfdfep AT & 1t TWohaw §, S UNGR & SUM a1 W 31 4o, SRuard
T4, ﬁaﬁqﬁr%m%ﬁaﬁmmmﬁaﬁr%ﬂaﬁﬁmm&ngﬁ?ﬂu
TREUT ! e a1 HH HI Td B

Insurance penetration is the percentage of insurance premiums to GDP and insurance
density is the ratio of premium to population, in other words, per capita premium.
11 U3 GDP & 3ruta A dtar Wiftrrm 1 wfard 8 iR &t g s=wen & srgura o
Wftr, srufq wfa aafea Mtmw 21

A comparison of these parameters for India between around 1998-1999 to 2024-25 is eye-
opening.

1998-1999 | 2024-25 & &1 HIRA & TT 37 AUGS! B JaT ST Wre areht & |
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e Statistics show that both have grown over this period, but have a long way to catch up
with other countries.
s foard § o6 2l 39 safy # 9¢ €, Ao o <=t &t o o areft wam 1t @ &
TP G

¢ Insurance penetration in 1999 was 1.93% of the GDP of ¥1.15 lakh crore.

1999 H 19T 0 £1.15 AR BAS & GDP BT 1.93% |

e After about a quarter century of liberalisation, in 2024-25, it grew to 3.7% of the GDP of
¥330.68 lakh crore.

WWB‘F% NYTE & P ISRBIT F §1<, 2024-25 T TE £330.68 TR HRAS B GDP BT
3.7% |

e Thatis, penetration has almost doubled as a percentage of GDP, which has itself grown
over 17 times.

e{aﬁ%, GDP & Ufi=d & &0 & U3 T G Bl 71% ©, S8 GDP & 17 T[T | 3if¥es ¢
IH 2

e Similarly, when it comes to insurance density, in 1999, the per capita spend on insurance
(life and non-life together) was $8.5 (about ¥432), and the population then was 99.1 crore.
33 UpR, T g & T A, 1999 T ST W ufey aafda @ (siiae 3R TR-shae firames)
$8.5 (CITTHIT *432) T, 3R I T SIFTHET 99.1 T:b_ag il

e In 2024-25 it was about $97 per capita (about ¥9,000), the population being 144 crore.
2024-25 T I8 TTHT $97 Ufd Safe (SRTHIT £9,000) T, 3R SIHBAT 144 B i

e The world’s average insurance penetration for 2024 was around 7.3% in 2024 and density
was $943, showing that India has a way to go yet.

2024 & fau fay ST B3 TTHT 7.3% At 3R °Ted $943 UT, ST 1T § fob HIRA BI
3t v Mt w2

Delight & despair

o Customer service was a sore point during the public sector monopoly era.
AW &3 & THIIUPR HTd 1 UTgH AaT TP g@g fag |

o After liberalisation, competitive forces, aided by technology and growing awareness
have transformed this parameter.
mﬁamr%;lﬁ, ufaegelf TfRmal, P 3R ggdt SITRS®dT & Jeadl J 39 Aucs J
uf¥ad= 3mm g1

o Whether it is sufficient remains an open question, given the rise in complaints, their
nature and the rate at which they are resolved.
&1 I8 UG §, I8 T Uy &1 g ©, ifes Rrepraal ® gfF, 379 wapfar 3ik 379 fue™
1 G P oW AU

e Having said that, the awareness would also be contributing to willingness to raise
complaints and disputes.
Wﬁwwm%%mﬁmﬁaﬁ?ﬁaﬁmﬁaﬂwﬁ ft IR1eH ¢ W&t
B

e There are many channels for insurance grievances.
a1 Rl & ot w8 wrem &)

o The insurance company itself, IRDAI’s website where customers can complain
simultaneously overseen by the regulator, the IRDAI initiated insurance portal Bima
Bharosa, and the most formal forum, the quasi-judicial Insurance Ombudsman.

FHT HU TG, IRDA 1 ATATSE ST U RIBId IR Thd & 3R ford Frare® gry 3@
E%MWWWWWWW@?WWW, aref=nfe
|

o While some channels saw as much as a 20% increase in complaints compared to last year,
some had the same volumes.
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However, pendency seems to have grown alarmingly, almost doubling in many channels
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A significant portion of the complaints related to claims and mis-selling.

fRreTad! BT Td Tgeayul fRwam grat ok frRy-afeiT & Jaifdd o

With time and technology, customer awareness grows.

Y 3R qH-e & T ISP ARSI ggal 3|

And with it, expectations of better service.

3R 3HP WY qgeR T Bt ey |

Alongside customer delight where claims are settled in a faceless environment and
without follow ups, insurance customers have also become more familiar with the
frustration of never being able to speak to a real human being when policy service is
actually needed.

TR U 3R g ey &, SId ald fodT 9g% & araravor § 3R foH1 wiat-8q & e o &,
Je! A7 e 39 FART= ¥ off oifres ufkfrd 81 T § ofa uiferdt Jar &t aRaa | snawadbdl
B R fordlt arafas S99 & a1 =61 g1 Il |

An important focus area of insurance reforms, insurance for weaker sections, has been a
relatively high-profile success.

aﬁnéﬁmmwnga@fuﬁw &7, FUSR T & T ST, SO&Hd Iw-MwIsd Thedm
R

This is mainly due to mass health insurance schemes for below-poverty-line families,
enthusiastically adopted by State governments as a social welfare measure.

I T ©U 4 RIS @ | 1 & ufiart & o amfee @y §iur aiemsi & SR,
forg I TRPIRY = ATHITIG HedTUl JUTT & U H IEYASD SR

Ayushman Bharat, the Centre’s flagship mass health insurance scheme, was largely
inspired by programmes such as Andhra Pradesh’s Arogyasri and Tamil Nadu’s
Comprehensive Health Insurance Scheme.

ST YR, Bg B TG I[P WA ST o1, B1H] §¢ ab SATe TSR B

AR SR afreTg ot SIS wW@reg a1 9o S HRiGHT 3 ORa ot

Ayushman Bharat covers over 55 crore beneficiaries, who earlier did not have this ¥5 lakh
financial security against illness and hospitalisation.

RIS YR 55 B | e anutlial & Far avar g, e o tga st ek
Srare § Helf & fave 25 ara @Y fawita grem =€t ot

Add to this about 16 crore beneficiary families of various State government run mass
insurance schemes.

P fraT fafle Ied IRPRI gRT HATerd ATfeD ST AT & THT 16 FIS
arureff uf¥ar off =nfira B

These schemes have glaring gaps in execution and operation, but are reportedly leamning
to fix them and correct errors as they go along.

3 dro1el § Sraf-aa- SR HaTa | ¥E AT §, i Sl §dl § b d Feid-aad S8
St BT SR FfeaT YU TRa @ B

It does follow that significant awareness about insurance is being created at this socio-
economic level and this could well be seeping into other walks of life.

=Y gg ey Readr § & 59 aramire-snfie TR R §i91 & IR A Agayuf STRRewdr
81 8 IR g oftaT & o= &t o +ff Ja=1 IR wahll 5|

Apart from companies, regulators and consumers, an important stakeholder that drives
progress in any mdustry is the press.

| 3R IuHITTait & 3rarar, fht o e & unifa 1 3l sg ara T
n%atpf%wﬁv%

Much more coverage of insurance, as a financial product and as one of the country’s most
impactful financial industries, is yet to come of age in India.

farita Iaure & U A SR <X & I gUTaRmel faxiig I & § ts & &0 €91 &1
ATYS Havel HRA A it afue g1 bl 1

It must begin with deeper homework, a study of technicalities of the subject and the
market, sharper questions to the industry and regulatory agencies and the ability to
recognise whether the answers offered are sufficient and truly appropriate.
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What an edible insects stall revealed
about acceptance, ‘normal’ food

Despite their nutritional and environmental benefits. people are increasingly moving away from insect-based foods; urbanisation has created both physical and cultural

distance from such practices; many younger generations that have grown up or settled in cities are often unaware that insects are eaten across several parts of India

Sahanashree R.
BENGALURU

hy does the idea of eating

insects provoke

discomfort, even before

taste or nutrition enters
the conversation? At an edible insects stall
during a food mela at the Science Gallery,
Bengaluru, this question surfaced
repeatedly as visitors negotiated curiosity,
disgust, and the boundaries of what they
considered “normal” food.

Many assumed they were encountering
a foreign idea. “This is eaten in other
countries, right?” was a common
question at the stall, curated under the
exhibition theme ‘Calorie’. Few realised
that eating insects has long been part of
food cultures within India itself.

Entomophagy, the practice of eating
insects, is often imagined as something
that happens elsewhere, outside India.
Yet insects have been consumed across
several Indian States for generations. This
is particularly visible in parts of Northeast
India, such as Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh, where insects are eaten
seasonally and sold in markets like
Dimapur’s Mava Market.

At the stall, visitors were offered cricket
cookies, chilli garlic crickets, and fried
silkworms. Curiosity often preceded
commitment: nearly 60% of those who
tasted the insects were trying for the first
time. For many, the experience was
marked by uncertainty followed by
surprise. “It was my first time eating
insects, so I didn’t know what to expect,”
said a student who tried the fried
silkworms. “But it turned out to be a good
experience.”

Taste makes a difference

Taste, more than curiosity, seemed to
shift perception. One visitor described the
silkworm as tasting “like overcooked
kidney beans”, while another, who tried
both chilli garlic crickets and silkworms,
noted the contrast clearly: “The cricket
had more flavour. The silkworm had a
more eggy texture.”

Beyond perception, insects are often
framed as an efficient source of calories
and protein in a world facing growing
food demands. As populations increase
and food systems strain under climate
and resource pressures, edible insects are

Protein source: Entomophagy, the practice of eating insects, is often imagined as.
consumed across several Indian States for generations. SAHANASHREE R.

Insects are often framed as an
efficient source of calories and
protein in a world facing growing
food demands; as populations
increase and food systems strain
under climate and resource
pressures, edible insects are
frequently cited as a sustainable
alternative protein source

environmental benefits and despite
insects being part of many food cultures,
people are increasingly moving away
from them. Urbanisation has created both
physical and cultural distance from such
practices. Many younger ions who

revealing how ideas of progress shape
what is considered acceptable to eat.
Some visitors recognised this
disconnect. “People should start
overlooking the typical stereotypes and
experiment more,” said a working
professional, reflecting on how
discomfort often precedes experience.
Others framed the hesitation against
inability concerns. “It’s a i
protein source that is cost-effective to
produce and with low environmental
impact,” noted another visitor, pointing to
the gap between environmental
awareness and everyday food choices.
Even among visitors who were open to
the idea, acceptance was often
ied by hesitati

have grown up or settled in cities are
often unaware that insects are eaten
across several parts of India, sometimes
even within their own home States.

Distance and disconnect
During conversations at the stall,
insect-eating was frequently framed as

qr citedasa
alternative protein source.

Many insect species are rich in protein,
vitamins and micronutrients, with a much
higher proportion of their body mass
being edible, around 80%, compared to
about 55% for poultry. They also require
significantly less land, water and feed to
produce the same amount of protein. For
instance, crickets need far fewer
resources than conventional livestock
such as sheep or broiler chickens, making
them an efficient source of protein from a
production standpoint.

Yet despite these nutritional and

acl
but distanced. It was seen as belonging to
rural communities rather than to urban
food cultures. In this framing, eating
insects became less about nutrition and
more about class: it did not fit into

acc Yy Questions
emerged not just about taste or
sustainability, but about sufficiency and
substitution. “I'm wondering how filling
this would be as a complete meal,” one
visitor said. “I don’t know if it can really
replace the food groups we have now.”

Others echoed this caution. “I don’t see
it becoming a staple food,” a student
visitor noted, while still describing the
stall as “a good initiative for public
health.” Alongside this, some visitors
raised ethical questions about knowledge
and credit. “If this practice is being
promoted,” one remarked, “it’s important
to ack ledge the ities and

dominant ideas of modern,
food.

Ironically, in the regions where these
practices continue, insect-based foods are
neither novel nor marginal. They are
seasonal, familiar, and often tied to
specific occasions and generations. Yet
from an urban lens, these foods are
frequently dismissed as backward,

regions it comes from.”

Low-pressure spaces

The stall did not resolve these questions;
it was not meant to. Instead, it made
visible the assumptions, hesitations and
hierarchies that shape what we call food.
It raised quieter, more uncomfortable

questions: why some foods are embraced
while others are dismissed, why
sustainability is easier to discuss than to
practise, and why foods familiar to many
communities still feel unfamiliar in urban
spaces.

From my perspective, making
insect-based foods more acceptable is as
much about form and familiarity as it is
about nutrition. At the stall, insects were
intentionally offered in different formats,
both ground into cookies and served
whole, flavoured with garlic and chilli.
Presenting insects in processed forms
appeared to lower psychological barriers,
allowing visitors to engage with taste and
texture without the immediate discomfort
often associated with whole insects.
Public-facing experiments like food stalls
can play an important role in this process
by creating low-pressure spaces where
curiosity can precede judgement.

As Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan, who
works on edible insects, noted, his lab,
the Insect Biosystematics and
Conservation (IBC) Laboratory at ATREE,
is increasingly focusing on developing
sustainable ways of rearing insects.
Establishing standardised rearing
protocols allows insects to be produced at
scale rather than harvested from the wild,
reducing pressure on natural populations
while ensuring consistency, safety and
nutritional quality. In this sense, changing
how insects are produced may be as
important as changing how they are
perceived.

(Sahanashree R. is Project Associate, IBC
Laboratory, Ashoka Trust for Research in
Ecology and the Environment (ATREE),
Bengaluru. sahana.shree@atree.org)

THE GIST

v

Many insect species are rich in
protein, vitamins, and
micronutrients, with a much
higher proportion of their body
mass being edible

v

They also require significantly
less land, water, and feed to
produce the same amount of
protein as from poultry

v

Insect-based foods are
seasonal, familiar, and often
tied to specific occasions and
generations in the areas where
itis consumed

v
Making insect-based foods
more acceptable is as much

about form and familiarity as it
is about nutrition
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What an edible insects stall revealed about acceptance, ‘normal’ food

QT Biel & Wid 3 Wipfd 3 = e & IR | 3971 gardn

Entomophagy, the practice of eating insects, is often imagined as something that happens
elsewhere, outside India.
TSI, T B WH B U1, DY SRR URA & STex Bt Aol JHT ST ¢ |
Yet insects have been consumed across several Indian States for generations.
Sefeh 3 HReT Isat 7 fifedt @ 1S @ o @ B
This is particularly visible in parts of Northeast India, such as Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh, where insects are eaten seasonally and sold in markets like Dimapur’s Mava
Market.
I TRIRT WRIAR W YR & el oY ARTdS 3R SRumad Wexr & fawdt 7, Jigi ois
T U J WY S § 3R AR & J1ar Arde o aoR) § fdwd B
They have a much higher proportion of their body mass being edible, around 80%, compared
to about 55% for poultry.
3% IRR BT ATHT 80% T35TT WM T Bl ©, Sfaifep Ulee! | U8 Hld 55% Bidl g
They also require significantly less land, water and feed to produce the same amount of
protein.
I AT BT WIEH Ul B & 1T 3¢ BTt HH THH, T 3R IR $I o exd gichl ol
For instance, crickets need far fewer resources than conventional livestock such as sheep or
broiler chickens.
I2TERU & dR W fpdbed & Us a1 sraar gRfa S8 urRuRes uxsht & ol &0 dure= Ul
This makes them an efficient source of protein from a production standpoint.
I d IATGA & IR & W BT YUTd | 59 1d © |
In this framing, eating insects became less about nutrition and more about class.
G BP0 A, HIS T NW0T A FHH 3R Tt T 3R JST gt A1 T
It did not fit into dominant ideas of modern, aspirational food.
a?:arrgﬁw 3Tepielt HIeTT o TR RO & fibe Tt Sl ATl

e are seasonal familiar, and often tied to specific occasions and generations.

, ufRfRId, 3R SRR fAfRry srawRy ofk Wifeal ¥ 92 gid €1

Yet from an urban lens, these foods are frequently dismissed as backward.
AT e TR VT SRR RATST AR WIS R 72T ST 3|
This reveals how ideas of progress shape what is considered acceptable to eat.

Tg feardr § 1 wifay &t «Rom qg SRt § o o @ Wieerd |1 Sie |
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Onward and moonward

Q: What is the NASA Artemis Il mission?

A: Artemis Il is the first
crewed mission of
NASA’s Artemis
programme. It will be
the first time humans
will travel to the
vicinity of the moon
since 1972. The 10-day flight will test
the Space Launch System (SLS) rocket
and the Orion spacecraft to ensure all
life-support and navigation systems
are safe for future lunar missions.

On January 9, NASA said the
mission was in its final preparation
stages. The earliest targeted launch
date is February 6, 2026. NASA has
also identified launch windows across
February, March, and April 2026. The
rocket stack is expected to be rolled
out to Launch Pad 39B at the Kennedy
Space Centre in mid-January for the
final tests.

Artemis Il has a four-person crew.
The commander is Reid Wiseman; the
pilot, Victor Glover; and Christina Koch
and Jeremy Hansen are the mission
specialists. Mr. Hansen is from the
Canadian Space Agency, the rest are
from NASA.

Rather than land on the moon, the
crew will fly in a hybrid free-return
trajectory. Specifically, after liftoff
onboard the SLS, the Orion spacecraft

(From left) Astronauts Jeremy Hansen, Victor
Glover, Reid Wiseman, and Christina Koch,
‘who will be part of Artemis I1. NASA

will orbit the earth twice to check life
support and manual handling
capabilities. Then, it will travel around
10,300 km beyond the far side of the
moon, after which gravity will pull the
spacecraft back towards the earth for
a splashdown in the Pacific Ocean.
This mission is a critical test flight. If
it is successful, NASA will greenlight
Artemis lll, which aims to land
astronauts on the lunar South Pole.

e

For feedback and suggestions
for *Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

What is the NASA Artemis Il mission?
AT T TSI 1 s |’ @2

. Artemis Il is the first crewed mission of
NASA’s Artemis programme.

SIS |1, AT & SIS THA BTAHH T Ugal
Uy FRFE g

. It will be the first time humans will travel to
the vicinity of the moon since 1972.

g 1972 & dIG Ugall IR SN oId 39 dig & U
D YT B |

o The 10-day flight will test the Space
Launch System (SLS) rocket and the Orion
spacecraft.

Tg 10 31 & ST, W @i-g e (SLS)
e 3R N srafver ara &1 gdteur H3h |

. It will ensure all life-support and navigation
systems are safe for future lunar missions.

g R B b Wi & dg il & R
Tt A E-UIe 3R A Rew wda 2

° NASA has also identified launch windows
across February, March, and April 2026.

1T A TRast, ATd 37 3rfiel 2026 & SR i
gAY Bt GHifad i fafed &1 g1

e The rocket stack is expected to be rolled out to Launch Pad 39B at the Kennedy Space

Centre in mid-January for the final tests.

3ifam wieor & fu Idbe o A wFa A Pael TWH AR & g 98 39B TF o S ST

30fera g1

e Artemis Il has a four-person crew.
IS 1| H IR Wiy gd gl

o Rather than land on the moon, the crew will fly in a hybrid free-return trajectory.

g W

IR o T, 3ol U gTafers wi-Re grotecdt &

F IS H

o After liftoff onboard the SLS, thg Orion spacecraft will orbit the earth twice.
SLS T U&gUl & dTg, Mg sidf¥er ar g2dt &t gf aR ufkspar S|

e Artemis lll aims to land astronauts on the lunar South Pole.

TR 111 T e SiaRer ot &1 <iswn & gl @ W AR
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India must focus on Al and its environmental impact
CSIIESET vaB

up much discussion in sectors that range

from health care to agriculture. But
concerns about its impact on the environment
have not attracted much discussion. According to
an OECD working paper, “Measuring the
Environmental Impacts of Artificial Intelligence
Compute and Applications”, the development of
Al algorithms comes with certain environmental
costs such as an increased carbon footprint which
exacerbates climate change-related challenges.
The report says that the global ICT industry
(including hardware such as televisions) is
estimated to be responsible for 1.8%-2.8% of
global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; other
calculations have a figure as high as 2.1%-3.9%.

It is worth noting that data about the carbon
footprint of Al models and their use are not
always authentic. A Google report (August 2025)
claims that a single text Al prompt consumes
electricity of only 0.24 watt-hours. What may
seem to be low levels of electricity consumption
has also drawn criticism for the report’s
incomplete and misleading conclusions.

T he use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) takes

Impact on the environment
In September 2024, an issue note by the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), on the
environmental impact of the full Al life cycle, said
that house Al servers may utilise 4.2 billion cubic
meters (bem) to 6.6 bem of water in 2027, leading
to water scarcity. The note also refers to a study
which indicates that training a single Large
Language Model (LLM) can generate almost
3,00,000 kilograms of carbon emissions.
Similarly, a study, “Energy and Policy
Considerations for Deep Learning in NLP” (June
2019), has assessed that the training of a single
large Al model entails the emission of over
6,26,000 pounds of carbon dioxide. This is
equivalent to emissions caused by five cars in

Amar Patnaik

is a lawyer and
founding partner of
AZN Legal Solutions
LLP, a former CAG
bureaucratand a
former Member of
Parliament in

the Rajya Sabha

There are
several Al
sustainable
practices that
India can adopt

their lifespan. A look at the energy consumption
in the use of ChatGPT, a widely used Al virtual
Assistant, helps understand how Al algorithms
impact the environment and contribute towards
climate change. According to a study, “Navigating
New Horizons” (UNEP, July 15, 2024), any request
made through ChatGPT leads to energy
consumption that is 10 times more than what it
would be through a Google search.

Solutions, the world versus India

In 2021, UNESCO released its “Recommendation
on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence”, which
emphasised recognising the “negative impacts of
Al on societies, environment”. These non-binding
recommendations were adopted by around 190
countries. The United States and the European
Union (EU) appear to be the prominent
jurisdictions that have proposed legislation
dealing with the environmental impact of Al, as
the Artificial Intelligence Environmental Impacts
Act 0f 2024 and The European Union’s resolution
on harmonized Al rules.

Since there are global conversations about the
carbon cost of Al use and deployment, India also
needs to recognise the environmental costs of
developing Al models. Current discussions now
on Al and climate change are on how Al can help
protect the environment, but without going into
the demerits of developing large Al algorithms.

The first step to address this challenge is to
carty out an exercise to measure the
environmental impacts of developing and
deploying Al models. In India, an Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) is mandatory as in the
EIA Notification, 2006. While an EIA is often
conducted to evaluate projects concerning the
environment such as river water projects, its
scope can be extended to include assessing the
impact of development of Al algorithms on the
environment.

India must focus on Al and its environmental impact

YR P T3S 3R IS TIIaRuig YHTT TR AT Higd BT 91fge

o The use of Artificial Intelligence Al takes up much discussion in sectors that range from
health care to agriculture.

FEAA ST TATE BT IUTNT WA AT A AP B ah & &5 T U <=1 bl Aoy &1

gangl

The government could also focus on the
establishment of measuring standards in order to
assess Al's impact. It can be done by involving
stakeholders such as tech companies that are
developing large-scale Al algorithms, think tanks,
and non-governmental organisations that are
working toward reducing carbon footprints and
mitigating other environment-related challenges.
This will help in building consensus on
terminology, standards, and consistent indicators
and reporting requirements, ultimately leading to
informed policy decisions.

Another essential exercise is data collection
which can be done by deploying sustainability
metrics such as GHG emissions, energy, water
and natural resources consumption that are
utilised by Al algorithms. Environmental costs
beyond energy, such as the impacts on freshwater
and land use, could also be evaluated.

As a part of disclosure standards

The government can also explore the possibility
of making the environmental impact of
developing and deploying Al models as part of
environmental, social and governance (ESG)
disclosure standards by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs and Security and the Securities and
Exchange Board of India. It can take inspiration
from the EU, as its Corporate Sustainability
Reporting Directive (CSRD) framework requires
the disclosure of emissions data from data
centres and high compute activities, which
includes training of LLMs.

The focus should shift to including Al as a part
of solutions toward global sustainability goals.
There are several Al sustainable practices that
can be adopted to mitigate the adverse impact of
Al on the environment such as deploying
pre-trained models, using renewable resources to
power data centres, and reporting Al-specific
estimates.

e But concems about its impact on the environment have not attracted much discussion.
AT afaror W 39 YT B AdR 3% =t T8 gs g

e According to an OECD working paper, “Measuring the Environmental Impacts of
Artificial Intelligence Compute and Applications”, the development of Al algorithms comes
with certain environmental costs such as an increased carbon footprint which exacerbates
climate change-related challenges.

“Measuring the Environmental Impacts of Artificial Intelligence

T Sigst sriu
Compute and Applications” & 3{IUR, T3NS TN & fAH™ & W1y

$S TR0 ATl

TSt &, O Tl gofl Hre Pefiie, S Saarg ulkad 3 &t Aol &1 3R iR s1a 31

e The report says that the global ICT industry including hardware such as televisions is
estimated to be responsible for 1.8%—2.8% of global greenhouse gas GHG emissions,
while other calculations put the figure as high as 2.1%-3.9%.

i gt € 3 Ay it Iemh, o 2cfifasH 3 gréaeR ot wnfira §, afys

NI N IS & THTHT 1.8%—2.8% & oY FACR B, Safdh 30 3bal | Ug i

2.1%-3.9% % S T 5 |
e Itis worth noting that data about the carbon footprint of Al models and their use are not

always authentic.

g & 37 999 ¢ % wans Aisdl & Pra- Pefiie 3R 3% Iuai § Waitd 3ffews gawm

IO T8 g |

o A Google report August 2025 claims that a single text Al prompt consumes electricity of
only 0.24 watt-hours.
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What may seem to be low levels of electricity consumption has also drawn criticism for the
report’s incomplete and misleading conclusions.

;ﬁﬁmﬁﬁwwm% TR 1t RO & SreR 3R urHe fswsf 3 oy i g8
|

Impact on the environment

R YHId

In September 2024, an issue note by the United Nations Environment Programme UNEP,
on the environmental impact of the full Al life cycle, said that house Al servers may utilise 4.2
billion cubic meters to 6.6 bcm of water in 2027, leading to water scarcity.

RrdeR 2024 ¥ wgFa WY wafarvr SRiEHH gAY &1 U i H H81 T fb R T3S Sila
ek o TUIERUNY YHTG o dgd TSHTS FaRl & fo 2027 H 4.2 ¥ 6.6 3RE ° Hiex UM &t
HTTH A Bl Gl &, ora ofet Hpe F|

The note also refers to a study which indicates that training a single Large Language Model
LLM can generate almost 3,00,000 kilograms of carbon emissions.

e § T e &1 o I 7, e SFuR Ue drel dvdel Alsd Tauaed & Ui
A T T 3,00,000 FHARTH BT IS &1 THal 8|

Similarly, a study “Energy and Policy Considerations for Deep Learning in NLP” June
2019, has assessed that the training of a single large Al model entails the emission of over
6,26,000 pounds of carbon dioxide.

= e, 12019 & e “Energy and Policy Considerations for Deep Learning in
NLP’ & 3{IUR, T 3 USHTS HIgd o UIRIET ¥ 6,26,000 UES T SAfUF - ST33iTaTsS
T IO BIdl G|

This is equwalent to emissions caused by five cars in their lifespan.

Tg 3% T ST & Ul PRI GRT [T T I & RIS ¢

A look at the energy consumption in the use of ChatGPT, a widely used Al virtual assistant,
helps understand how Al algorithms impact the environment and contribute towards climate
change.

IYh T J TN T S aTd T3S Tf3ra SR Besiididl Bt SHuif Wad W ToR STa-
Qg8 THgM N Aeg et 8 i tand e 38 uafaror & yuifad #Rd € SR Saaryg
uf¥ad= & IreH < B

According to a study “Navigating New Horizons” UNEP July 15 2024, any request made
through ChatGPT leads to energy consumption that is 10 times more than what it would be
through a Google search.

3T “Navigating New Horizons” JUAS I 15 S[@Ts 2024 & IR, Tesidid} & Areqw
foran T B1g o SFRIY TRTA W T g | 10 T[T TUF SHll B @Ud BT ¢ |

Solutions, the world versus India
JaTYT, fay I99 YRa

In 2021, UNESCO released its Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence,
which emphasised recognising the negative impacts of Al on societies and the
environment.

2021 B D! 7 HA gigu ot Afawar w e I &1, o warer iR gafaor
TR T3S & THRIHD YHTA! &) UgarH- W TR fear Tl

These non-binding recommendations were adopted by around 190 countries.

1 TR-aTABRY FRABTR=N B T 190 =M = SO

The United States and the European Union EU appear to be the prominent jurisdictions that
have proposed legislation dealing with the environmental impact of Al, as the Artificial
Intelligence Environmental Impacts Act of 2024 and the European Union’s resolution on
harmonized Al rules.

Hgad Iy 3R 3R ity W $g 3 v a7 | iR vans & yafavoiiy yura 9
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aferd S URaTiad U 8, SR 2024 F1 3MfE bR gefera THarR-Hed stidey tae
3R $g 1 gHHATS TS TSATS AWl IR yaTq |
Since there are global conversations about the carbon cost of Al use and deployment,
India also needs to recognise the environmental costs of developing Al models.
i TairE F ITUNT SR AT A DI ARTd W A =i 81 &Y B, afo WRd & o
T3S Aisd fapfd ®v @1 yafaroiiy @nTd & tge- &1 axahdl g |
Current discussions now on Al and climate change are on how Al can help protect the
environment, but without going into the demerits of developing large Al algorithms.
T3ATS 3R TAar] URad= W IdaH Faid 39 910 W Hied § [ T qafavur &t & &9 &R
Tl 7, Afh a8 TS TeieT fasiia 31 & THa= W & 81 faar S @l
The first step to address this challenge is to carry out an exercise to measure the
environmental impacts of developing and deploying Al models.
T AN @ e &1 Ugen $eH I8 § {6 vans uisa & faewry iR aFret & wafavftg
YHTGI ! AU BT 3G foa S|
In India, an Environmental Impact Assessment EIA is mandatory as in the EIA
Notification 2006.
YR B GG THTT STHE SIMST DI FIATT SFURTAAT 2006 & dgd 3ifHard = T g
While an EIA is often conducted to evaluate projects concerning the environment such as
river water projects, its scope can be extended to include assessing the impact of
development of Al algorithms on the environment.
STET SIS T AR WR At T URATI3i oI TR0l ¥ 98 Sl & oo o farg faar
ST §, 961 ST GRRT T3ITS TAENRE & AP & wgiaruiiy YHIG & 3ha- do Sgrr off
THAT & |
The government could also focus on the establishment of measuring standards in order to
assess Al’s impact.
IRBR TIATE P YU & 3HTha & (o8 AIYT HFSD] B! R IR o & Hfod B Il g
It can be done by involving stakeholders such as tech companies, think tanks, and non-
governmental organisations working toward reducing carbon footprints and mitigating
other environment-related challenges.
I8 1 ¢ bufral, fie Edl SR NR-TRHRY W11 &1 M HRb a1 S ol &, S
P Pefiie FH HIA 3R 3 ygiazuita gifoal & &7 a1 R FH R B ¢
This will help in building consensus on terminology, standards, consistent indicators and
reporting requirements, ultimately leading to informed policy decisions.

, HIF!, IR Hbad! SR RO smazaamareii ;R ggdfd a1, S ida:
qfera ffa fofar de o s
Another essential exercise is data collection, which can be done by deploying sustainability
metrics such as GHG emissions, energy, water and natural resources consumption
utilised by Al algorithms.
T 3 GRS 3 ST WUE &, o) Fadal Hbddl oY siudeit Scqei-, SHoff, ofd 3R
WIpfae® HETUA @ Ud & A9 ¥ 601 S Yl 8, FoFdhT START Teis TanRe axd & |
Environmental costs beyond energy, such as the impacts on freshwater and land use, could
also be evaluated.
W@g@mﬁwﬁawﬁ, S WS et 3R Yty IuET R v, F1 off gewice famam o
Hhdl gl

As a part of disclosure standards

@l & TR & FuH

The govemment can also explore the possibility of making the environmental impact of
developing and deploying Al models as part of environmental, social and governance
ESG disclosure standards by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs and Security and the
Securities and Exchange Board of India.

WHR BRUNE B 3R & WATAT T YRara ufayfa iz fafvwa a1 grr wafazor,
AHTRIG SR MR STHSH UHEHI0T AFDI & oW & =0 T YIS Alsd & fasm 3k
AR & wafaroiig gura &) 2fid R Bt FHEAT R o fIaR &R gad 31
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e It can take inspiration from the EU, as its Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive
CSRD framework requires the disclosure of emissions data from data centres and high
compute activities, which includes training of LLMs.

e £ A IRUT A o1 8, M ST PRURE TR Rofér srifdea Soaard
2 o SeT Jed 3R I= wuge fafaftml 3 81 ard ISt & 3iihs! & U 1Rl Bt
SHTa=gardl giai o, o aH Taweed wikigror of =i g
e The focus should shift to including Al as a part of solutions toward global sustainability
goals.
iﬁ@qﬁmma&ﬁaﬁﬁmﬁq&ﬁﬁwmmﬁwaﬂﬁm%@ﬁmm
I
o There are several Al sustainable practices that can be adopted to mitigate the adverse
impact of Al on the environment such as deploying pre-trained models, using renewable
resources to power data centres, and reporting Al-specific estimates.
TR T3S & UAEd THIG Bl HH IR & foTT 3 TSTS [ad WATE 3018 o Tobell &,
S 1it-3E HisTd &1 ITANT, SeT Hed @I g & g Addviiy St Sared, 3R Tas-
fafde smeae o1 Raifd)
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Uttarakhand seeks IAF’s help as forest fire rages in Valley of Flowers for the fifth
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0 T SR SN G A o A —

Uttarakhand seeks IAF’s help as forest fire
rages in Valley of Flowers for the fifth day

(GS Iil: Environment |
Ishita Mishra Gaurav Kumar said.
NEW DELHI
Unusual occurrence
With a forest fire raging in Experts expressed shock

the Valley of Flowers, a UN-
ESCO heritage site, for the
last five days, the Uttarak-
hand Disaster Manage-
ment Department has
sought the Indian Air Forc-
e’s (IAF) help to douse the
inferno.

Situated at an altitude of
3,300 metres above sea le-
vel in the Chamoli district
of Uttarakhand, the Valley
of Flowers has around 600
exotic varieties of flowers.

According to the offi-
cials of the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF),
the fire broke out in the for-
ests of Painkhanda under
the Valley of Flowers range
of the Nanda Devi National
Park. Due to the difficult

Situated at an altitude of 3,300 metres above sea leve[ the Valley of
Flowers has around 600 exotic variety of flowers. FILE PHOTO

terrain and the lack of ac-
cess routes, it has become
difficult for firefighters to
reach the area, they said.
“Under these circum-
stances, the State has
sought support from the
IAF,” said Uttarakhand Dis-
aster Management Secre-
tary Vinod Kumar Suman.
The State authorities are

not leaving any stone un-
turned. “The district admi-
nistration is making all ef-
forts. The authorities have
conducted a helicopter
survey, and if necessary,
plans have been made to
pour water from helicop-
ters into the affected area
to extinguish the fire,” Cha-
moli District Magistrate

over the incident, as forest
fires are generally reported
from February to June and
usually peak in May and
June. “Almost no or nomi-
nal snowfall in the hills
might be the reason for the
incidents of forest fires be-
ing reported in early Janu-
ary. The snow keeps the
surface wet and prevents
such incidents,” an SDRF
official said.

Data from the Forest
Survey of India stated that
Uttarakhand received
ahigh number of forest fire
alerts in December 2025.
The State received 1,153
forest fire alerts in 2025,
which destroyed hundreds
of hectares of forest land.

Uttarakhand seeks IAF’s help as forest fire rages in Valley of Flowers for the
fifth day

Tal 1 urdl § urad T ot S $t 3T IR, WIS A IAF § Ueg Hitlt
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Uttarakhand seeks IAF’s help as forest fire rages in Valley of
Flowers for the fifth day

Ug—cﬁaﬁaﬁrﬁmﬁﬂ o ST BT 3T IRY, ITRIES A IAF
Pt HGg At

With a forest fire raging in the Valley of Flowers, a UNESCO
heritage site, for the last five days, the Uttarakhand Disaster
Management Department has sought the Indian Air Force’s
(IAF) help to douse the infermo.

Usd dig il & gt Iy eRIeR RI@ Eal &t °grdt J Sa
DI AT IR X6 & HRUT STURIES TUGT YSLH FAUTT = 317 g7 & T WRei arg@sn
(IAF) &t Heg Arft g1

Situated at an altitude of 3,300 metres above sea level in the Chamoli district of
Uttarakhand, the Valley of Flowers has around 600 exotic varieties of flowers.

m%aﬁ?&ﬁlﬁﬁwaﬁﬁa 300 Wex o Hars W fRyd Bal &1 a1t & THT 600
oY il & ga ue S B

According to the officials of the State Disaster Response Force (SDRF), the fire broke out in
the forests of Painkhanda under the Valley of Flowers range of the Nanda Devi National
Park.

Y 3TUT Ufafshdr 91 (SDRF) & SMfYSTRUI & SER, AT T &dt AT I &1 Hefl bl
A IS F sfcild YgusT & Sirell § @t

Due to the difficult terrain and the lack of access routes, it has become difficult for firefighters
to reach the area, they said.

I5H el [ wfe Wimfere fRufa 3k uga ARt 5t HHt & SRV crba® il & fou &
qP Ug I HiRepe B T B

“Under these circumstances, the State has sought support from the IAF,” said Uttarakhand
Disaster Management Secretary Vinod Kumar Suman.

31 URTRUTRN T X150 7 1AF T T8N A 8, SURIES 3TUel UeeH 9Ra famie $ur gu+
ol

The State authorities are not leaving any stone unturned.

IS TR0 DI HER Tl OIS | ¢

“The district administration is making all efforts. The authorities have conducted a helicopter
survey, and if necessary, plans have been made to pour water from helicopters into the
affected area to extinguish the fire,” Chamoli District Magistrate Gaurav Kumar said.

T U REHT T R 8T 8 | SHUBIRAT = el IPY HA&MUT fordl § 3R 3Taudhd
TS R U 85 B Reliep1os) & U ST 31T =17 ) dro1 518 718 8, el fre

Tfree MRd AR A Hell

Unusual occurrence
SETHT 9cHT

Experts expressed shock over the incident, as forest fires are generally reported from
February to June and usually peak in May and June.

IRl A 3T T IR ST ST, Tl ST B ST SHTHAR R WRad! | [ & s of gial
2 3R U HE SR o § TRA W e 2|

“Almost no or nominal snowfall in the hills might be the reason for the incidents of forest fires
being reported in early January. The snow keeps the surface wet and prevents such
incidents,” an SDREF official said.

“UgTSI § TTHI 9 & RIS 1 9gd HH ThaR] 8- o HRUI SHaRT Bt XA H ST DI 3T
B GeN AH ST G § | Tt FHIA BT 0 3@ g 3R T gemsit B Aavdl 8,” Th SDRF
ferpr 4 g

Data from the Forest Survey of India stated that Uttarakhand received a high number of
forest fire alerts in December 2025.

YRR 91 AT & 3fidhs] & SFTIR feaR 2025 F ITRIGS B ST BI AT I IS o
T ¥ s it
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e The State received 1,153 forest fire alerts in 2025, which destroyed hundreds of hectares of

forest land.

o &1 2025 | 1,153 SITA Bt ST F el 7, o he! g a4 Yy I8 g5
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Send more IPS officers to Centre, Union
Home Secretary tells States despite SC order

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Union Home Secretary Go-
vind Mohan has written to
the States to send more In-
dian Police Service (IPS) of-
ficers on Central deputa-
tion.

The deputation is to fill
middle to senior positions
in the Central Armed Pol-
ice Forces (CAPFs) and
Central Police Organisa-
tions (CPOs), including the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation and the National In-
vestigation Agency.

The letter sent to the
States in the first week of
January comes though the

Govind Mohan

Supreme Court on October
28, 2025, dismissed a re-
view petition filed by the
Centre against the court’s
May 23, 2025, ruling to
“progressively reduce” the
deputation of IPS officers

in the senior administra-
tive grade or up to the rank
of Inspector-General in the
CAPFs.

At present, 20% posts in
the rank of Deputy Inspec-
tor-General (DIG) and 50%
in the rank of Inspector-
General (IG) in the CAPFs
are reserved for IPS offic-
ers. The court’s decision is
meant to reduce the IPS
dominance in the CAPFs.

Posts vacant

As on December 23, of the
188 posts at the DIG/IG le-
vel that are reserved for
IPS officers in the CAPFs
such as the BSF and the
CRPF, 36 posts are vacant.

The letter by Mr. Mohan
said 40% of senior duty
posts in each cadre are ear-
marked as Central Deputa-
tion Reserve. “However,
some of the States/cadres
do not send sufficient num-
ber of nominations for
deputation. Many a time,
the States send more
names of senior IPS offic-
ers, but do not propose the
names for appointment to
the posts of Superinten-
dent of Police to Inspector-
General. It would, there-
fore, be appropriate if a
conscious attempt is made
by the States to forward the
nominations of officers for
deputation in such a man-

ner that officers of diffe-
rent levels/ranks are adeq-
uately and proportionately
represented as well as ev-
ery eligible officer gets an
opportunity to serve at the
Centre,” the letter stated.
“Sometimes State go-
vernments withdraw the
names of officers from off-
er, subsequent to their se-
lection to a post or do not
relieve them for taking up
the assignment at the
Centre. This results in con-
siderable delay in their
placement at the Centre
and adversely impacts the
entire process of selection,
deputation and cadre man-
agement,” it said.

Send more IPS officers to Centre, Union Home Secretary tells States despite

SC order

THH 3TN & STav[g B% A SR SHeH ftraiial o 4, St g wfua A

Il | BT

e Send more IPS officers to Centre, Union Home Secretary tells States despite SC order

gﬂﬁaﬁﬂ%aw%ﬁsﬁ?&n%ﬁwam&ﬁﬁﬂaﬁ@ﬁmﬁﬂqgvﬁaﬁw
Ed|

e Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan has written to the States to send more Indian

Police Service (IPS) officers on Central deputation.
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FI T aiE Mide e A T=al & S glafgiea . st YR gier Jar
(3mshie) sifreTiRal o 9om & forg v feraT B

The deputation is to fill middle to senior positions in the Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) and Central Police Organisations (CPOs), including the Central Bureau of
Investigation and the National In;;ﬁtlgatlon Agency. 3 3
g ufd ﬁgi%l HE T gi%m (CAPFs) aﬁx‘lq gl%m LR (CPOs) HH&
afvg el 1 WRA & forw B, o Feita orwor ogRt iR st i e =nfa 8

The letter sent to the States in the first week of January comes though the Supreme Court
on October 28, 2025, dismissed a review petition filed by the Centre against the court’s
May 23, 2025, ruling to “progressively reduce” the deputation of IPS officers in the senior
administrative grade or up to the rank of Inspector-General in the CAPFs.

A & Ugd AWIg B Sl &1 Ul 1 98 U a9 M1 § ofd I BIE o 28 SMFEER 2025
@ B% GRT SRR YASAR rferet & Wis 3 faar o1, < 23 7S 2025 & 39 Had & faw
ft 597 CAPFs o afvy yxmafae 3 a1 weifaies ao & 35 & srsdied siftrerfeal ot
wfafgfad & “wiIe T J F0 T4 H1 o fear m A

At present, 20% posts in the rank of Deputy Inspector-General (DIG) and 50% in the rank
of Inspector-General (IG) in the CAPFs are reserved for IPS officers. The court’s decision is
meant to reduce the IPS dominance in the CAPFs.

gdu™ H CAPFs § U HETRRI&® (DIG) 3 & 20% US 3R HEIfA&® (IG) Y& & 50%
m&nﬁﬁgm\aﬁmﬁn‘rﬁ% '%%ﬁ@ﬂ?@ﬁ%&mmu—gwmwsﬁaﬂ?ﬂw P HH
|

Posts vacant

e ug

As on December 23, of the 188 posts at the DIG/IG level that are reserved for IPS officers
in the CAPFs such as the BSF and the CRPF, 36 posts are vacant.

23 f3%aR 9% BSF 31k CRPF SI¥ CAPFs # DIG/IG &R & 188 Ul & ¥, o MEUIey
RN & forw 3Rféra 8, 36 ug Raa g1
The letter by Mr. Mohan said 40% of senior duty posts in each cadre are earmarked as
Central Deputation Reserve.

oft Higd & T H ST T © b UdD HeR H Ay Syt uel B1 40% g ufafrgfa ferd
& ¥ ¥ fafgd gl
“However, some of the States/cadres do not send sufficient number of nominations for
deputation.

BT, $ Isa/PST UG & forg vt weam & Amic et Jord § |
Many a time, the States send more names of senior IPS officers, but do not propose the
names for appointment to the posts of Superintendent of Police to Inspector-General.
H3 §R I NS MUY SR & S AW Jold &, Afd gfery srefters 9
HRIFRIE® dh & Ugl W Fgfad o o 919 u=anfad =gt dd |
It would, therefore, be appropriate if a conscious attempt is made by the States to forward
the nominations of officers for deputation in such a manner that officers of different
levels/ranks are adequately and proportionately represented as well as every eligible
officer gets an opportunity to serve at the Centre,” the letter stated.

3T g Sfad BT b Ireg wfafgfa & forg sifieial & 9 59 yeR Uof &1 wad yard
™ s fafts TRIR®! & SR g ok siquTfas ®u ¥ ufaffia ond ok g U
STUBT B! B | YdT A BT AR Hel,” u3 | dgl T

“Sometimes State governments withdraw the names of officers from offer, subsequent to
their selection to a post or do not relieve them for taking up the assignment at the Centre.

‘FH-HH I ARBR fHd ue F fw au9 F a1e AR P 19 UdTd T 909 & Al & a1
3I< Pg H HHHR T IR P [T Had TeT bRai |
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This results in considerable delay in their placement at the Centre and adversely impacts

the entire process of selection, deputation and cadre management,” it said.

TG g H 30! fgfad & Srot 3t gi 7 ofR T, wfaferafe aur dex waum 31 g

gfehaT WR Ufded HTd USdT §,” 399 &el T

Inter-depart

'mental panel formed to

combat ‘digital arrests’: govt. to SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
swung into action to com-
bat digital arrests, which
has deprived citizens,
mostly elderly and the vul-
nerable, of thousands of
crores of hard-earned mo-
ney, by forming an inter-
departmental committee
chaired by its Special Se-
cretary (Internal Security)
Ministry of Home Affairs.
The committee has held
multiple meeting, and re-
presentatives of the online
platforms Google, What-
sApp, Telegram and Micro-
soft attended the latest.
The government has in-
formed the Supreme
Court, which is hearing the
case on January 13, in a sta-
tus report that inputs to
combat digital arrest
scams have been received
from the Department of
Telecom (DoT) and the Re-

The committee would guide enforcement agencies examine
real-time issues and provide inputs. REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

serve Bank of India (RBI).
The high-level inter-de-
partmental  committee
(IDC) was formed on De-
cember 26, and has offi-
cials from multiple agen-
cies to “comprehensively
examine all facets of the is-
sue of digital arrests”.
Chaired by the Special
Secretary (Internal Securi-
ty), the IDC has representa-
tions at the level of Joint Se-

cretary and and above,
officers from the Ministry
of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology(Mei-
tY), DoT, Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, Department of
Financial Services, Minis-
try of Law & Justice, Minis-
try of Consumer Affairs,
RBI, Central Bureau of In-
vestigation, National Inves-
tigation Agency, Delhi Pol-
ice, and Indian Cyber

Crime Coordination
Centre (14C), with its Chief
Executive Officer acting as
the member-secretary.

Attorney-General  R.
Venkataramani would at-
tend the meetings of the
IDC on a regular basis.

The IDC was formed af-
ter a Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant had directed inter-de-
partmental  Ministerial
consultations, under the
guidance of the Attorney
General, to clear the way to
end the bane which has af-
fected a large populace.

The Centre said the IDC
would examine and guide
enforcement agencies exa-
mine “real-time issues”;
identify relevant legisla-
tions, rules, circulars and
implementation gaps, sug-
gest corrective measures
and provide inputs for
further directions, as may
be required, by the Su-
preme Court.

Inter-departmental panel formed to combat ‘digital arrests’: govt. to SC
feforea eRve A Fued & R siar-Rurfia t9a nfea: wRer 3 v #1 ot
qdr™r

e Inter-departmental panel formed to combat ‘digital arrests’: govt. to SC
fEforea sRve’ ¥ Mue & o siar-fauniia o e d: @ReR = Jita #1¢ &1 9arm

e The Union government has swung into action to combat digital arrests, which has deprived
citizens, mostly elderly and the vulnerable, of thousands of crores of hard-earned money,
by forming an inter-departmental committee chaired by its Special Secretary (Internal
Security), Ministry of Home Affairs.
Fg PR A F3Rred 3R T Aued & o FRaE = 3R & 8, oM e, @i
T 3R FUSIR G, B 3! Agd B HHTS & FUIR] BS $UYA T dfyd fvam g, 39 fag
ggﬁam%ﬁﬁqqﬁa (ST FR&m) &1 sregerdl | Ue sier-faumita aftrfa nfed &1 5

I

¢ The committee has held multiple meetings, and representatives of the online platforms
Google, WhatsApp, Telegram and Microsoft attended the latest.
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I A g 98P D1 €, 3R AT 9o | AR WHIH T, FTEHTYY, STHUTH 3R
HISHITFE & U™ 3 yiT feran

The government has informed the Supreme Court, which is hearing the case on January 13,
in a status report that inputs to combat digital arrest scams have been received from the
Department of Telecom (DoT) and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

WHR A GRADIE 1, Ghsﬂwmﬁab"rg—mré 13 TGt & IR 61 5, T FRufa o o
gar i feforea sRwe gieral @ fAuea & o grEaR faUmT (DoT) 3R Uk Rerd d%
(RBI) ¥ g1 U1l §U B |

The high-level inter-departmental committee (IDC) was formed on December 26, and has

officials from multiple agencies to “comprehensively examine all facets of the issue of
digital arrests”.

IH-wRY iR -faurtia |fifa (1pc) &1 7187 26 fewaR &1 favan mar w1, foraH faforea sive
& e, & qW} ugqell @1 Aru® i & O 3 Wikl & SHieRT i g1

Chaired by the Special Secretary (Internal Security), the IDC has representations at the
level of Joint Secretary and above, officers from the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY), DoT, Ministry of External Affairs, Department of
Financial Services, Ministry of Law & Justice, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, RBI,
Central Bureau of Investigation, National Investigation Agency, Delhi Police, and Indian

Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C), with its Chief Executive Officer acting as the
member-secretary.

oty wfg (sriafve qRem) & st arell IDC F Wgad Ifud 3R 393 HUR & WR &
gfafAfd 2nfye €, o saaeii=e 3R a1 Wit H1ed (MeitY), DoT, fad=r warem™,
farita ar faumT, ST Td =ara HaTery, SUHTERT Ae HAT6d, RBI, Said Sid 31, I8
oirg geil, feeeh gfery, sik WRdg AIgeR SIuRTY JH-04 $% (14C) & RIGRT WA &,
fores HRer wrfert iftrert Tex-afia & v d o1 R @ § |

Attorney-General R. Venkataramani would attend the meetings of the IDC on a regular
basis.

el 9Rd 3R, Idpexavh Faffid U T IDC H §3H! T YFT |

The IDC was formed after a Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant had
directed inter-departmental Ministerial consultations, under the guidance of the Attorney
General, to clear the way to end the bane which has affected a large populace.

IDC HT T3 39 JHY fohdl 7T S1d IR & T qraneii=n 3 & &1 e arett dts A
3Tl SR & Arfex A sfar-faumfia wiadia wrwsf o1 A foar un, aife ot smardt
DI THITAT B3 aTell 39 THET BT FHIYM foodT ST Fos |

The Centre said the IDC would examine and guide enforcement agencies to examine “real-
time issues”; identify relevant legislations, rules, circulars and implementation gaps,
suggest corrective measures and provide inputs for further directions, as may be required,
by the Supreme Court.

&% 7 &gl fb IDC, Wadd TSRl &) “Sad-e1gH Y & oid & forg Aarfes ft: Jaifa
S, e, afvat siR sraf-aa &t @rftrl @ gga@ S, GURTHES SUT e 3R
G BI¢ GRT SMaAH AR T & =i o fae ggma <t
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Is the government seeking phones’ source code?

What is the issue around the government seeking source code data from companies? What is source code, and why don't companies want to give access to it?

Will keeping the code open for review risk security threats and cyberattacks? What has the government said?

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:

he newswire agency Reuters
reported that the Indian
government was contemplating

arequirement for smartphone
makers to disclose their source code to
third party testing agencies, and make
this code open for review. A further
requirement the agency reported was that
phone makers would have to notify the
government before pushing major
software updates to user devices. The
Union government has downplayed the
nature of these conversations, and refuted
the source code demand allegation.

‘What is source code?

Source code is the core repository of
software programmes and their
associated digital assets that drives a
digital system. While some parts of the
code, especially of Android phones, is
open to begin with, there are significant
modifications and adaptations that phone
manufacturers make to that codebase.
Also, each firm jealously guards the
technology driving these respective
changes. Source code is kept secret not
just for commercial reasons, but also as a
security measure. If a software system’s
complete inner workings are visible to a
malicious attacker, then the system is at
risk of being probed for weaknesses that
can be exploited, and can lead to data
breaches and other types of cyberattacks.

‘Why is such a demand controversial?
It is highly unusual for source code of any
kind of system to be disclosed outside a
company, except perhaps in sensitive
fields like defence, and that too in specific
countries. Apple Inc., for instance, has
not disclosed its source code to the
Chinese government, even as the firm has
carved out policies specific to that
country to make user data stored on the
cloud potentially more accessible in

response to legal requests.

These reports have come shortly after a
bruising episode for the government; just
weeks before, the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) was at the
receiving end of massive political and
public pushback due to an order it sent to
smartphone manufacturers to
“pre-install” the spam reporting app
Sanchar Saathi. There were widespread
concerns that the app could be used for
snooping at worst, and represent a
security threat by a third party attacker at
best. This was also a demand global
smartphone makers generally don’t
entertain.

But source code disclosure would be a
far more intrusive demand, as it would
require smartphone makers to essentially
expose their entire code base to a third

REUTERS

party. Cyber attackers that find and take
d of software vulnerabiliti
often do so with aspects of computer
systems that are visible externally;
internal visibility would greatly amplify

Requirement (ITSAR) for “consumer
equipment”. ITSARs are technical
standards used in the Mandatory Testing
and Certification of Telecommunication
Equipment (MTCTE) framework, a key
bureaucratic step for importing telecom
gear into India.

‘The MTCTE framework stems from the
Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules,
2017. However, shortly after the
Telecommunications Act, 2023 was
passed, the DoT and the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) decided that the MTCTE regime
should be done away with for
smartphones, which already go through a
certification process for India
administered by the Bureau of Indian
Standards. A senior MeitY official told The
Hindu that since the baton had now been
passed to the IT Ministry, the discussions
were picking up where the DoT had left
off. A press statement by MeitY stated that
the IT Ministry was keeping an “open
mind” and would decide on what was
best for the country and for consumers.
The India Cellular and Electronics
Association (ICEA), which represents
some smartphone firms, also downplayed
the seriousness of the discussions.

The Internet Freedom Foundation, a
digital rights advocacy group, pushed
back on that denial, pointing out that the
meetings the government was holding
were not transparently conducted, and
that the ITSARs remain public.

“If the government claims these

the risks of such being
found, especially if the source code
includes detailed documentation on a
system’s inner workings. As such, mobile
phone operating systems, even if they are
running on open source Android, do not
expose every detail of their actual
implementation.

Is the Indian government demanding
that source code be made public?

In 2023, the National Centre for
Communication Security (NCSS), under
the DoT, finalised a document called an
Indian Telecom Security Assurance

Is the government seeking phones’ source code?

T WHR B BT T Hls 7T - 872

Source code disclosure and smartphone policy debate

R wis garan ik Wrdwi Hifa

W ded

do not exist, it must explain the
specific documentation currently hosted
on its own website and also disclose the
minutes of meetings,” IFF said in a
statement.

“IFF asserts that “stakeholder
consultation” cannot be limited to
closed-door meetings with big tech giants.
If the PIB’s claim that “no final regulations
have been framed” is true, then the
government should have no hesitation in
releasing the current draft of the ITSAR
for public scrutiny immediately. We
reassert the need for transparency and an
open public consultation.”

THE GIST

v

Source code is the core
repository of software
programmes and their
associated digital assets that
drives a digital system.

v

It is highly unusual for source
code of any kind of system to
be disclosed outside a
company, except perhaps in
sensitive fields like defence,
and that too in specific
countries.

v

Reuters reported that the
Indian government was
contemplating a requirement
for smartphone makers to
disclose their source code to
third party testing agencies,
and make this code open for
review.

The newswire agency Reuters reported that the Indian government was contemplating a
requirement for smartphone makers to disclose their source code to third party testing
agencies, and make this code open for review.
AR okl et 7 RUi o i HRa IR MWW fFafarsi 9 39 A ots i
Y3 Ut T TR & W IR FHRA 3R el & T Gie &1 SHTa=adhdl IR [GaR

cakERIl

A further requirement the agency reported was that phone makers would have to notify the
government before pushing major software updates to user devices.

Tolt A g8 o g fob Wi fAtar SughTsatstt & IuaRU § 9 iHeddr Suse Yo I
Ugd WRBHR DI Yfed H & forg a1 gi |

The Union government has downplayed the nature of these conversations, and refuted the
source code demand allegation.

Fg WBR A 7 TSl B THA B HHR IadTd gU A Hre B T & SRIUT 61 Te foba

H

What is source code

o Pls w8

Source code is the core repository of software programmes and their associated digital
assets that drives a digital system.
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While some parts of the code, especially of Android phones, is open to begin with, there are
S|gn|f|cant modifications and adaptations that phone manufacturers make to that codebase.

BT HIS b $3 B, WHR TS14S BIH P, Ugd I €1 WA 81 &, Afeh B fuiar 39
Hleag A Agayuf Heme R SrgEad Pd g
Also, each firm jealously guards the technology driving these respective changes.

Y &, W ST 37 gacral B TG B Tl dpite ) Bl GReT R B

Source code is kept secret not just for commercial reasons, but also as a security
measure.

gﬁmﬁwmmﬁﬁéﬁ,mm&nm$wﬁﬂﬁﬁmww
|

If a software system’s complete inner workings are visible to a malicious attacker, then the
system is at risk of being probed for weaknesses that can be exploited, and can lead to data
breaches and other types of cyberattacks.

i forelt AiedR Riked &t 11 SHidRe a1 okl gF gHATER & ig®@ o, df Ried &I
FHAINRG BT A B IADT GOUANT [T ST Thdl 5, o ST S d 3R 3 UHR &
AEeR gHd & Ihd ¢ |

Why is such a demand controversial

T | faarerRue Tt

It is highly unusual for source code of any kind of system to be disclosed outside a company,
except perhaps in sensitive fields like defence, and that too in specific countries.

faralt 1t THR & RieH &1 O PIs HU-l & SeR ISR TRAT 988 SRMHI 8, R $6
HaeT=ITa &= o e &, 98 ff had o W o1

Apple Inc., for instance, has not disclosed its source code to the Chinese government, even
as the firm has carved out policies specific to that country to make user data stored on the
cloud potentially more accessible in response to legal requests.

JATERT & oY, e $ep. = il ARPR b1 301 I plg T8l A 8, Hal & ot 3 3 3w
¥ forg Tt fifoat a9 & R Fares W 3T JuaiTehdl ST B SR & Sar | it
gAY g b |

These reports have come shortly after a bruising episode for the government.

3 RO |WBR & oL Ub B3 U0l & T 1S TS &

Just weeks before, the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) was at the receiving end
of massive political and public pushback due to an order it sent to smartphone
manufacturers to pre-install the spam reporting app Sanchar Saathi.

PO 8 8% Ugd, gREAR fAHRT (DoT) H Wi EH Fufareht &) @Wa Rifdn Ao Far |rdt o
M-S HH & 3N & HRUT HRY IS Haw 3R S fIRY &7 a1 -1 ST |

There were widespread concerns that the app could be used for snooping at worst, and
represent a security threat by a third party attacker at best.

29 §1d &I AR IS fial Ui i I8 VU ged wrie fRufa o & o SXaHTe 81 Il g,
R FH I HH fdft ¥ uref gHATR gRT Y& TRl 8 Thell ¢ |

This was also a demand global smartphone makers generally don’t entertain.

Ig it v T | ot ot affyes W Fmfar smidR R WieR A8t v |

But source code disclosure would be a far more intrusive demand, as it would require
smartphone makers to essentlally expose their entire code base to a third party.

AfeT TR e T Garm Fal S FEIGUBRY AT gRll, Tiifds SUH WICHH Ffarsi &1
ST IR Hrs A fodit iR &l o A= aia ag |

Cyber attackers that find and take advantage of software vulnerabilities often do so with
aspects of computer systems that are visible extemnally.

ATFER THATAR Sl WUEATR B PHSINGT $HT B I81 §, I HRR HHR Ry & 34
%@@meﬁ%\—rﬁw@rﬁ@ééﬁ%
Internal visibility would greatly amplify the risks of such vulnerabilities being found,
especially if the source code includes detailed documentation on a system’s inner workings.
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As such, mobile phone operating systems, even if they are running on open source
Android, do not expose every detail of their actual implementation.

S HRUT, AiEsd B & TaRfeT Riew, yd 81 9 situ+ IRf tgias Wl &I A 3a W@ 8,
U AT SRR THCRM BT &% fAaRUI ISR g1 B |

Is the Indian government demanding that source code be made public

T HRd TRPR T B8 B Ardeli-1e B B AT I | &

In 2023, the National Centre for Communication Security (NCSS), under the DoT,
finalised a document called an Indian Telecom Security Assurance Requirement (ITSAR)
for “consumer equipment”.

2023 T, gRIAR fAUTT (DoT) & Sdild A=He e Wik b2 Rifedt (NCss) A
WW”%WWWWWW (ITSAR) 9H&
STl b Sffad wu fea

ITSARSs are technical standards used in the Mandatory Testing and Certification of
Telecommunication Equipment (MTCTE) framework, a key bureaucratic step for importing
telecom gear into India.

ITSAR 1! 7 &, forep1 IuainT Asedt SRET Us wféfpaa oife Seftomrgfrsee
% (MTCTE) &1a # 8IdT 8, Sl HIRd H GRUTR IUHRUT AT B DI Th 3gH bR
|

The MTCTE framework stems from the Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules, 2017.
MTCTE eTa 301 ¢einw (w=ier) fAaw, 2017 ¥ ST g3 gl
However, shortly after the Telecommunications Act, 2023 was passed, the DoT and the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) decided that the MTCTE
regime should be done away with for smartphones, which already go through a certification
process for India administered by th%%rgﬁu%f Indian Standards

, CHIPRI-HRIN Uae, 2023 XA TG, DoT 3R FAFI-RT § Il
vrefirast ware (MeitY) 3 T fooa1 f WTEWIAT & T MTCTE Saa™T YA & WY, &
d Ugd I g IR ST sfeus Wesw gR1 Tarferd THTuH uishar ¥ ToRd & |
A senior MeitY official told The Hindu that since the baton had now been passed to the IT
Ministry, the discussions were picking up where the DoT had left off.
MeitY & Ush IR RSRY A g fdg &I garn i sra foriieRt st ware & 9iu 77 3,
3ufory =it et ¥ oM §g &t € Wief DoT A Bt off|
A press statement by MeitY stated that the IT Ministry was keeping an “open mind” and
would decide on what was best for the country and for consumers.
MeitY @ Te O3 fagift & g1 T fo SimsdY wammerd “3iu HIgs” T gu @ 3R 3w g
SUMFrei & fgd B S Yo SgR g, gt Hur |
The India Cellular and Electronics Association (ICEA), which represents some
smartphone firms, also downplayed the seriousness of the discussions.

mewuﬁﬁﬂamﬁmgﬁmm gaaeI-ad THITIUM (ICEA)
1 37 Tt 3 7R 3 HHR FaT @B

The Internet Freedom Foundation, a digital rights advocacy group, pushed back on that
denial, pointing out that the meetings the government was holding were not transparently
conducted, and that the ITSARs remain public.

f$foree SMBRI & T S B 11 T4 Gex-ie WIsH BIISIM YU 3THR IR JACAR Hd
EU HEdl ¢ fob TRPR gRT 1 o & doah! A URGRIAT 76l § 3R ITSAR 31t +ft ardeifae €1
“If the government claims these proposals do not exist, it must explain the specific
documentation currently hosted on its own website and also disclose the minutes of
meetings,” IFF said in a statement.

I TR Pedl & & 3 Td1a Aieg 81 &, dl I 3o Jaarge W Ae Iy gxmaw ot
RSAT HI] MY MR SP! Bl Brdarst +f Jdei-e Bl TfeY,” IFF 3 5919 H HeTl

“IFF asserts that ‘stakeholder consultation’ cannot be limited to closed-door meetings with
big tech giants.”
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“IFF &1 $e1 & fF Whgicey WP &) $ad 981 b HUHl & I §¢ FHY PI 98B| db
iR RACRIRSIR I

o “|f the PIB’s claim that ‘no final regulations have been framed’ is true, then the government
should have no hesitation in releasing the current draft of the ITSAR for public scrutiny

immediately.”

“gfe PIB &1 Ug <1a1 98! § & 1 sifaw foraw au 181 frw 0 &, O TRHR &1 ITSAR &
HiojeT TRiE &1 WA AIdei-1p THIE & forg I ot & 313 fgads 781 gt aeel”

o “We reassert the need for transparency and an open public consultation.”

°H

3R et ardeit-ras wRraRt ufesar

DI AALIHT B! bk T SR B 1"

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS(GS Paper IV and Essay)
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| 14 January 2026

1. | Shun the mad race for material assets: Justice Nagarathna

Wifas Tufral &1 sith Sis | gr 38 =rayfd arRy=n

Shun the mad race
for material assets:
Justice Nagarathna

Kns!!!!ﬂs !ﬂ (] !|

NEW DELHI

Supreme Court judge, Jus-
tice BV. Nagarathna, in a
postscript to a judgment,
observed that corruption
stems from mutual greed
and envy over material as-
sets. She said material co-
vetousness can be avoided
by developing and enhanc-
ing a “spiritual bent of
mind”.

“One’s attitude of greed
and envy ought to be
curbed and erased from
one’s mind, otherwise cor-
ruption and bribery result-
ing in acquisition of wealth
beyond the known sources
of income cannot be re-
duced nor removed from
our governance. One of the
ways in which such ten-
dencies could be curbed is
to develop and enhance a
spiritual bent of mind re-
sulting in detachment from
materialistic possessions
and thereby, inter alia, fo-
cusing on service to the na-
tion,” she wrote in her sep-
arate opinion.

The Bench, also com-

Justice BV. Nagarathna

prising Justice K.V. Viswa-
nathan, delivered a split
verdict over the constitu-
tionality of Section 17A of
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act. The provision
mandated prior sanction
before initiating criminal
action against civil ser-
vants on the basis of allega-
tions of corruption.

The judge quoted from a
precedent that corruption
has become a cancerous
growth affecting the moral
standards of the people
and all forms of govern-
mental administration.

She wrote that children
and the youth could act as
guiding lights if their pa-
rents and guardians stray
away from the straight and
honest path.

Shun the mad race for material assets:
Justice Nagarathna

Hifoe dufal 1 sift s A R @
R ARRYAT

¢ Shun the mad race for material assets: Justice
Nagarathna

Wfae JuRmal ot sith dre T gR 33 =amagfd
ARRYAT

e Supreme Court judge, Justice B.V. Nagarathna, in
a postscript to a judgment, observed that corruption
stems from mutual greed and envy over material
assets.

it Bid ot =mardier, =argfd & &, Ry A
T Fufg & URRE ¥ Fgl v YR &1 51 ot
|

¢ She said material covetousness can be avoided by
developing and enhancing a “spiritual bent of mind”.
I Pl b AT ST Sff Yebal § Ul
“3TeATfar® UgRr & e Rid 3R e fbar ol

¢ “One’s attitude of greed and envy ought to be
curbed and erased from one’s mind, otherwise
corruption and bribery resulting in acquisition of
wealth beyond the known sources of income
cannot be reduced nor removed from our
governance.

“fad & T © ATerd 3R 36 &1 ughy & Fafd ax
T {31 ST 1R, ST UBTAR SR fegyaai,
TSI HRUT A AT Al | AP FURT Aol gt
8, BUR M § 7 ) UTTs o Yhall § 3R A 81 Ja1
& o Tl ¢

¢ One of the ways in which such tendencies could be

curbed is to develop and enhance a spiritual bent of mind resulting in detachment from
materialistic possessions and thereby, inter alia, focusing on service to the nation,” she
wrote in her separate opinion.

afa & &1 1 Wit smeafars yaf & fawRa &= 3, for sifae
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The Bench, also comprising Justice K.V. Viswanathan, delivered a split verdict over the
constitutionality of Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act.

e, oo =argfd &.dt. faymnye o wfia 3, 3 ysrER farer siftfeaa o 4Rt 174 3
Haurfear R faurfora S g

The provision mandated prior sanction before initiating criminal action against civil
servants on the basis of allegations of corruption.

g UIaYT™ YPTR & 3RIUI & 3MYR W fufad Gaol & favg STRIfie $Rars = &1 3
o qd Tl 1 3ifard s ]

The judge quoted from a precedent that corruption has become a cancerous growth
affecting the moral standards of the people and all forms of governmental administration.

grneer 2 ve TR fTer 1 Sovid HRd §U HET b UPTaR U § I IHI ¢,
S AT & Afae AT 3R AR UmE & gt TUl Bl gHIiad PR @I ||

She wrote that children and the youth could act as guiding lights if their parents and
guardians stray away from the straight and honest path.

I foran f ofe wrar-far ok sifyvras wie 3 SHHER ARf T Yoo S, @t 9= iR
a1 ATfeRi® YhTRI 59 Thd ¢ |
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